Definitions of difficult to understand terms: 





Buddhahood - A state of spiritual enlightenment in accordance with Buddhist teachings 





Mantra - The recitation of verbal charms or spells. 





Homa - Burnt offerings. 





Hinayana- "Small Vehicle", a term coined and used by the Mahayanists referring to earlier orthodox sects (or schools) of Buddhism. (Rahula, 144) 





Mahayana- "Great Vehicle," form of Buddhism of later development, now mainly followed in China, Japan, Korea and Tibet. (Rahula, 144) 





Four Noble Truths- Buddha’s doctrine, "as he himself first formulated it in his First Sermon..."; The first truth is the "fundamental observation of the existence of suffering." The second truth is "about the origin of this suffering." The third truth "concerns the dissolution of suffering... The fourth truth stressed the ‘path that leads to the cessation of suffering’ called the ‘eightfold path’." The eightfold path: 


Right View (sammaditthi) 





Right Resolve (sammasankappa) 





Right Speech (sammavaca) 





Right Conduct (sammakammanta) 





Right Livelihood (sammaajiva) 





Right Application (sammavayama) 





Right Mindfulness (sammasati) 





Right Concentration (sammasamadhi) 


bodhisattva- A Mahayana savior-saint, one who postpones the attainment of Nirvana in order to help others achieve that goal. Literally translated as "wisdom-being." (Swearer, 84) 





bodhicita- perfect awakening (Buddhism, 369) 





triskandhaka - unique aspect of ritual for Mahayana Buddhism which entails a three-fold service. The service includes "confessions of sins, formal rejoicing at the merit of others, and a request to all Buddhas that they remain in the world for the sake of suffering sentient beings." (Buddhism, 371) 
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