Ratified contract will take teaching into the next millennium

By Ruriasse URQUHART
Algonguin Times staff

There was an air of jubilation
in Woodroffe's feculty dining
room Sept. 3, and it had nothing
bo do with the food

Ontarie  Public  Service
Emploveea’ Union Local 415
members mel Lo discuss their
Aug. 28 collective agrecment
with the Council of Regents,
representing (ntario colleges,

“Thiz is the best seitlement
we could have nchieved,” saed
Local 415 president Doug
Brandy.

*We are very pleased with the

negotiations, and with our
negotioting team."”

If the agreement g rotified
Sept. 24, the new contract will
remain in effect until Aug, 31,
2001,

Brandy acknowledged that
the spectre of a lost semester
has basen Jooming over students’
hends since early summer

“What affects studenis= iz that
there'll be no atrike,” he said,
raiging- his hand. "And our
members will be feeling this
high, positive sbout the year.”

“People are very happy with
the gettlement,” echoed rl.l.Lrl;-:irLE
faculty member Marlaine

Finnegan. “We did not want to
go on strike.”

Related issues directly affect-
ing students, such as contact
hours, remain unchanged, as do
workload status and joh securi-
ty for members,

Upon ratification, foll-time
members will see a salary
inerease of three per cent and a
ghs-bime lump-sum payment of
F600, and will move up one slep
in seniorify

Brandy indicated the issue of
employment equity is ongoihg,
with both parties working to
oliminate barrters, and =aid, “1
want (o make certain thal we all

understand that both parties
are committed to contimuing to
talk money."

Other changes  include
omplovees  accumulating  full
geniority credit during periods
of approved reduced worklosd,
increases in INSUFADCE COVEr-
ages, and dependant survivors
Mmaintaining INSUranee Covernge
with continuing monthly policy
payments,

DFPSEL negotintor Mary Ann
White expressed gatisfaction
with the settlement.

“It's been a very, very difficult
round of bargaining,” she told
moembers, “and the negolinting

‘ ‘ hat affects students is that there’ll be no
strike and our members will be feeling

this high, positive aboul the year™

— Do Branny
Local 415 president

team wants to thank you for the
gtrike mandate. Things would

have been much more diflicult
without that.®

Brandy asked members to

note both OPSEU and Counecil
of Hegents officisls signed a
request, on the front page of the
tentative agreement, that mem-
bera vote to ratily



