OPSEU offers tidbits in strike’s shadow

By RUTHAMNE URQUHART
Oitawa Sun

Thie union reprasenting 48,000 On-
Lario civil servants cul ils wage hike
demands in half yesterday as a
provincewide strike lomms

The Dntario Public Servies Em-
ployees Union will raise picket lines
servnuri governimnent b dings hor
ly after midnight tonight, unbesz a
last-minute contract deal ean be
strueh tuday.

Services that could be affected in-
chuthe the evurts, prisons, DHIE wel-

fare, the Chikren's Ald Society and
detention centres around Oitawa,

“We still hope (o get a settlement
before the desdiine — there was
stme movemien| al the Gabde day
from our slde,” salkd OPSEU spokes-
man Fierre Florea.

"Very fair position’

The union's latest wage demand
now ranges from 8% 1o 9.55% over
fwo years, down from the 12% 1o
20¢% that negotiators have bean
seeking since November

“Te elansgred adrderminds =

OFSEL president Leah Cas=zelman
said. "W have a fair and rea-
sonahle position on the table.”
Management board spokesman
Hillary Stauth eountered that (-
SEU's wage demands actually
range from 8.2% fo 16% — onee a
$1.000 slgning bonus tabked yester

day and mew seniority pay hike de-

rrundls ere folded Into the mix
Despite movement an the wage

front, majer contracl disputes con

tinue to separate the two sides.
Koy umion demands include:

¢ il A ol loss guaraElee: o .

W Early retirement extended for
g Ly Six more vedrs;

W Changes to make it easier for
“unclassified™ contract staff to be.
e full-tme workers.

Meanmwhila, nearty 100 jail puards
al eight different correctional fecil-
ithes ealled in sick yesterday for a
second strwight day, forcing prisons
L s sU isnrs |0 thelr place,

Roger Kirkey, president of Local
411 which represents guards al the
Hegional Detention Centre, said
management has been “pulting
pesple out on the steest who haven't

even fimished their sentence yel, fo
they ean reduce the numbers and
rodong the strike.™

Bt jail supedntendent John Hut-
tom denbed the allegations, adding a
walkout wouldn't cause major dis-
rupthons ai the Innes Rd. feility.

“Thea menl between the un-
ian and the management board (at
the BRI provides for essential and
emergency services,” said Hutton.
— With Mes lram Jdeson Gumming,
Jamas Wallace and CP
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