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iankruptcv
challenge on

Student aims to overturn law

By RUTHAMNE
URQUHART
Crttawa Sun

St-Paul's University graduate
Annick Chenier took the first stop
last week in o “journey to free-
o™ — by filing for banlkruptey:

The second step will come nine
merniths from now, when the 26-
year-old will seek discharge of
that bankruptey on the grounds
that the Bankruptey and Insol
vency Act discriminates against
bl

In its February 1980 t, the
federal government the
act's two-year walting period to
10 years for former students
secking bankrupley protection
ﬁﬁum of their student loan debt

Al & press conference yestar
day. Chenler, a psychotherapist,
said while she has been granted
$11.000 worth of debt forgiveness
froen the Ontario Student Assks
tance Program, her deht is still
overtuirdening,

After all, her monthly student
loan payment is $631, about 34%
of har take-home salary,

“What upsels me is thai [ am
being discriminated against be-
cause | had to borrow money to
pay for my education,” she ex-
plains.

“Lile is diffieull eniougzh as it is

for p-mﬁln in my generatbon. To
be further shackled with over-
burdening debtloads causes even
greater entiond] distress,”
_ Chenier’s lawyers are prepar-
ing & challenge based on the ar-
gumenit that sectiona of Lhe act
are uwstadislitutional, violating the
edqpuality provisions of the Char-
ter aff Hights and Freedoms.

The aet “discriminales againsi
students as a olass of individu-
ks, said Todd Burke of Gowfing,
Strathy & Henderson. '

“Treating young people in such
a discriminaiory fashion creates
classes of debtors In this country
Etudent debd should be treated in
the same manner as any other
form of dehbt.”

Elizabeth Carlyle, natienal
chalrwormin of the Cansdian Fed-
eration of Students, said only
about 1% af student loan halders
worldwide declare bankruplicy,

“Under the old rules, there was
no stampede by lormer students
to declare bankruptey,” she said.
“There's no reason to believe
there would be now."”

The federation, representing
more than 400,000 students
across Canada, will offer Cheni
er “every suppart we can during
iis campaign, to the best of our
resources,” Cardybe said,



