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Weﬁ}eft Wiashington Saturday, 30 April 1949 at 12 noon (D.1.). We
arrived at Skibb Ledge, ihree miles north of Charlottesville and took a ‘
cabin there st 1800 (8.T.}. During the evening we visited the Library
of the University of Virginia and examined the card file; for books on
Lynchburg., We found no new references tc the Beale Papers or to any
pefson involved in that story. We met a Mr. Watson, a studentrat the
Uﬁiversity, wﬁo told us that he had applied for a job at Arlington Hall
Station,

On Sunday morning, 1 May, we drove to Lynchburg and put up at
Ash's Brick Motof Court. Sunday afternooﬁ we vigited the Library at
Fandolph-Macon University and searched the catalogue w1thout success.
Later in the lobby of the Virginzan Hotel Mr. Frledman s?bkehéo ; éﬂg}
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the old r951dentsﬂﬁho sai he had no knowledge of anything connected with
the Beale Papers. He suggested that lir, Bell of the J.P. Bell Book Store
be consulted, Nothing further was accompliéhed on Sunday. |

. On Monday morning we first visited Mr. Bell, whose memory went back
to 1890, When shown the Ward.letter to thé Library of Congress, Mr;
Bell recognizéd the type and told us that he had set-up the letterhead.
_ Thefgiﬁgfﬁﬁgﬁhers and Payne Company, which he well remembered, had long
-since been out of business. Nr. Bell knew nothing of the Beale Papers
but gave us some useful leads. His first suggestion was that we seé the

Librarian at the Lynchburg Memorial Library and that we contact a Mrs,

Adams at the Lynchburg News Office.
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At the Lynchburg Memorial Library we met Mrs.ADickerson, the Librarian, Még
who told us that an inventory of Lynchburg historical documents was under ;f
way but that it Had not proceeded far enough to include papers of the period éi
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to which the BealpFPapers belong (3829). In the old files of the Lynchburg e
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Independent, however, a news i eﬁ refer“ing to the publication of the Beale ﬁ
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papers}was founa?t Mra. .Dickerson telephoned Nr., ﬁhll L. Scruggs of the

Lynchburg News who is compiling Lynchburg history. MNr. Scruggs said that
Mr. Tom Gillam of the Lynchburg National Bank had onlyla few days Since'
mentioned the Beale Papers. lir. Tom Gillam later denied any knowiedge of
the Beale Papers.  He said‘ #1f there was any buried treasure in Bedford
County it has long since been dug up." Another lead given us by Mrs.
Crendndnsns B, *
Dickerson was Mr.gﬁunn%ﬂﬁaker of the Lynchburg Trust Company. Mr. Walker
said that his great-grandmother was the wife of the lir. Ward who signad the
letter to the Librarian of Congress'as the agent of the author of the‘Béale
Papers.,

Our next visit was to the office of Mr. Walker. Mr. Walker admitted
having a.copy-p? the Beale Paperiain which he placed no credence. He said
that occasionally advertisements would appear in the paper for copies of the
Beale Papers. He did not think that there were other coplies aside from
those held.by members of his,own family. From him we verified fhe fact

s
that his great- grandfather Ward had spent many years of his lif
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at the Beale ciphers and thought that undoubtedly Mr, Ward was the true |

RN

author of the Beale Papers. _He said that he could vouch for the penéurius

e~

condition% of hig great-grandfather.
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us that she had the utmost confidence in the authentlclty of the Beale »~ i

S \Werdy dasfler and . & Waldat gnamdupther, 3P
story and that Mrs. icVelghﬁpelleved the story as she believed the Bible,
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visited the home of Mrs. Walker}who brought out the Beale pamphlet which &
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‘had been given to her by her grandmothegjﬂ ¥rs., Walker sald that she had
always believed that the story was authentic. Her attitude is curious.

To her Mr. Friedman unfolded the entire story of his connectlon with the
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Bedford County by Captain Beale and his associates was spun from fhe
ipagination of Er. Ward.‘ Unanswered is the question as to why he wrote
the story. It seems that if hig motive was profit he was disapﬁginted in
that hope: It is'beliéved that before the mattér is dropped ‘a: study :
should berqué of the logistics of Captain Beale's‘allegedeourney into

the unchartered reglon north of Santa Fe.
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