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Argentina - Revenue Stamped Paper Perfin? 
Jack Brandt (LM#14) 

 
For some years I have had in my collection a couple 
of Revenue Stamped Paper cut squares from 
Argentina with a straight line of perforations in a 
diagonal direction. I didn’t really call these perfins, 
but being a 'hole’ fanatic, I kept them.  

 
 

Recently I was reading through a booklet called 
"The Presentation of Revenue Stamps: Taxes and 
Duties in South America" by Clive Akerman. This 
was originally a talk given at The Royal Philatelic 
Society of London, in 2001, and was published in 
2002.  

 
Anyway, what I found was an illustration of a cut 
square similar to mine. I quickly checked the text, 
and found that the diagonal line of perforations was 
used to prevent fraud.  
 
Revenue stamped paper was rarely cancelled on the 
stamp since it was obviously used when there was 
writing on the paper. Apparently some people were 
cutting the stamps from used stamped paper, and, 
after perforating them around the edges, reusing 
them as regular revenue stamps. (The patterns were 
the same.)  
 
So, the line of perforations is a officially issued 
revenue perfin. It was used to prevent fraud, which 
is slightly different from what we normally think of 
as perfin use; but still clearly to prevent an illegal 
act.  
 
These cut squares now have a higher position in my 
collection, and I am now looking for an entire  

 
 

Clubmember Ads 
 
Wanted: Perfinned Scott #859 Washington Irving, 
on or off cover, for exhibit. Contact: Gary Denis, P 
.0. Box 766, Patuxent River, MD 20670. 
 
Wanted:  Italian perfins on or off paper to buy or to 
swap. (I have "all the world" to exchange.) Marco 
Patierno, via Bondi 11, 40138 Bologna Italy; or, e-
mail mpatierno@libero.it 
 
Wanted: Cover with GB perfin G.D/& Co (G135) 
of Gray Dunn & Co. (Biscuit manufacturer's) for an 
exhibit on this perfin. Offers or even photocopies of 
covers/cards would be welcome. John Powell 
(#3032), 5828 - 143 St. NW, Edmonton, AB Canada 
T6H 4E8 Email: johnpowell@shaw.ca. 
  
Wanted:  I am an exhibitor of  Canal Zone material 
and I'm looking to purchase a Panama Rail Road 

"RPR" stamp, and a CZ cover with the use of the 
official perfin "P" predating the issuance of CZ 
official stamps. Ed Powell at Starmoo72@aol.com  
 
Wanted:  US perfin collections and accumulations, 
duplication OK, especially prexies. P.S. No covers. 
Doug Walker, PO Box 1477, Duvan, WA 98019. 
 
For Sale: Block collectors – I have about 7 ounces 
of perfinned US pairs, strips and blocks for sale. The 
first offer of $15.00 plus postage will take the lot! 
Dick Mewhinney, 395 Buttermilk Road, Easton, PA 
18042, or contact me by e-mail at neverin@rcn.net. 
 
For Sale:   280 Railroad Covers, Mostly # 10 
envelopes, Representing over 35 railroads with 40 
RPO cancels.  $325.00.  Ken Rehfeld, contact info 
on back of bulletin (Secretary).  
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