
 
 
 
Our Poetry Society of Oklahoma is growing, one new member at a time!  Chinese philosopher, 
Lao-tzu said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”  And, that is exactly 
what PSO is doing - moving forward, one step at a time. 

Mark Flanagan wrote that there are as many definitions of poetry as there are poets. Wordsworth 
defined poetry as "the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings;" Emily Dickinson said, "If I 
read a book and it makes my body so cold no fire ever can warm me, I know that is poetry;" and 
Dylan Thomas defined poetry this way: "Poetry is what makes me laugh or cry or yawn, what 
makes my toenails twinkle, what makes me want to do this or that or nothing." 

The characteristic most central to the definition of poetry is its unwillingness to be defined, 
labeled, or nailed down. Poetry is the chiseled marble of language; it's a paint-spattered canvas - 
but the poet uses words instead of paint, and the canvas is you.  Each of us is an individual unto 
ourselves – we are unique and that is what the Poetry Society of Oklahoma is all about – the 
poetry and uniqueness of each of us as we learn and grow. 

Each year our PSO members all look forward to the Annual Spring Awards Banquet at Twin 
Hills Country Club in Oklahoma City in March. Then, people all over the world will be 
celebrating National Poetry Month in April.  PSO is looking forward to the OKC City Council 
presenting a Proclamation proclaiming April as National Poetry Month in Oklahoma City (for 
the seventh year in a row!). And, our Oklahoma State Legislators will present a Resolution 
stating April as National Poetry Month for the State of Oklahoma (again, for the seventh year in 
a row!).  You may have noticed that PSO does like to celebrate National Poetry Month in 
Oklahoma!  In fact, PSO just enjoys celebrating POETRY! 
 



Our PSO all-day workshop in July (an in-house workshop) with members teaching us various 
and interesting aspects of poetry is a fun, interesting and learning time for all.  October will be a 
celebration of National Poetry Day and our annual business meeting.  This will be a time of fun, 
fellowship and camaraderie ~ a time of sharing.  As always, each of our PSO events has a 
delicious luncheon served. 
 
PSO is happy to welcome back several former members and new members, too.   We always 
look forward to time with both new and “old” members.  As I stated previously, you, our PSO 
members, are our most important and greatest asset.  We are very glad to have each and every 
one of you with us.  To our new members, we would like to welcome you to our PSO poetry 
family. At PSO, we always welcome new faces and look forward to getting to know you better.  
Positive people make for a positive PSO.  We believe in enjoying our time together, in learning 
and in quality fellowship, and would love for you to be a part of all we do. 
 
This is our PSO Mission Statement: 

Association for education in, appreciation of, and the mutual enjoyment 
of poetry 

To encourage members in improving knowledge 
and skill in writing and reading of poetry 

To make mutual contribution to a general 
interest in and for quality of poetry 

in our society and the world 

To provide educational instruction and guidance to those 
interested in the art of poetry.  

If you are a PSO member of long standing you are familiar with this Mission Statement and if 
we are welcoming you as a new member, we hope it will be of interest to you. 
 
As I said, this is an exciting time for PSO ~ there are fresh ideas and an enthusiasm to be 
brought forth in 2018.  We still have growth challenges and we at PSO want to offer the 
opportunity to those interested in poetry to participate in The Poetry Society of Oklahoma.  
This is our eighty-fourth year!  We want to let people know more about PSO since it sometimes 
seems to be a rather well-kept secret.  Our focus is on poetry – ALL aspects and we take pride in 
our love of poetry. 
 
There is an abundance of information at our web-site:  http://www.angelfire.com/poetry/pso/ and 
we are also on Facebook. 

 
As a member of PSO, you will automatically receive our PSO newsletter, The Oklahoma Rose, 
bi-monthly and four quarterly newsletters, Strophes (NFSPS).  
 
 



In 2018: 
 
Aim for the moon. If you don't get it, you still might hit a star. Our own happiness lies in the joy 
of achievement and our creative efforts.  Remember, don’t compare yourself with others – we 
are all unique – perfectly made.  Every one of us has a story, so don’t doubt yourself.  And, each 
of us are capable of amazing things.  When we give someone encouraging words, sometimes that 
can mean more than a material gift. Those encouraging words can be just the influence the 
person may have needed to continue.   And, I hope that is one of the many attributes of PSO! 
 
 

 Patti Koch, 
  President 
 

“Believe you can and you're halfway there.” 
 

                          Theodore Roosevelt 
 

                                                               
 
 
 
 


