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Inside this issue: 

 Time for NFSPS Convention! 
May 2017 

Previous PSO Presidents 

What a May this has been in Oklahoma, 
with tornadoes hop-scotching all over 
the state and floods to boot!  Some good 
topics for a poem or two! 

Many PSO members are getting ready 
for  the 2017 NFSPS Convention in Ft. 
Worth, Texas (the City of Cowboys and 
Culture) June 29th through July 2nd.   
The theme of the convention is “The 
Art and Soul of Poetry.”  There will be 
music, poems, art, words and more.  
Sounds exciting.  Some of our PSO 
members will be taking the Heartland 
Flyer that runs between Oklahoma City 
and Fort Worth.   

The weekend following our trip to Fort 
Worth and NFSPS is our PSO July 
Workshop at Twin Hills Country Club 
in Oklahoma City This workshop is 
from 10:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. with a 
lovely luncheon half-way through.   

Not only will we have much to do and 
learn that day, there will be a lot to dis-
cuss.  Once  more, a time of camarade-
rie, learning, awards, good food - fun - 

fellowship and of course ~ POETRY!  
These are exciting times for PSO, so 
please join us to share this special day. 

Now, did you know that Poetry is one 
of the most universal vehicles of human 
expression, and one of the most im-
portant of all written media for describ-
ing experiences?  It is a constant, being 
produced by all known civilizations 
from ancient to modern times.   

We use and hear poetry daily, whether it 
is reading Nursery rhymes to our chil-
dren and grandchildren, reading the Bi-
ble, singing hymns, listening to com-
mercials on the television or hearing 
political campaign slogans. 

Stop and think of how poetry affects 
your everyday life.  It has been said that 
“Poetry is important because it shows 
the connectedness of all of us.” 

Poetry is the glue that holds our 
thoughts, ideas and words together! 

Remember ~ Keep writing those poems! 

               --  Patti Koch, PSO President 

In each of the previous issues of our PSO Newsletter we wrote 
about the beginning of PSO and its President. There is continuing 
interest in our other PSO past Presidents.  This issue we will go 
to 1964 when Charles Kizer was elected President of PSO. 

             Continued……….page 4 
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As many of you are aware, we at PSO love to celebrate poetry.  Below are some images of how   
we celebrated National Poetry month this April. 
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April’s Poetry Form ~ Cento ~ Academy of American Poets 

 

From the Latin word for “patchwork," the cento (or collage poem) is a poetic form made up of 
lines from poems by other poets. Though poets often borrow lines from other writers and mix 
them in with their own, a true cento is composed entirely of lines from other sources.  

Early examples can be found in the work of Homer and Virgil. 

With lines from Charles Wright, Marie Ponsot, Emily Dickinson, Sylvia Plath, and Samuel 
Beckett, the staff of the Academy of American Poets composed the following as an example: 

“In the Kingdom of the Past, the Brown-Eyed Man is King 
Brute. Spy. I trusted you. Now you reel & brawl. 
After great pain, a formal feeling comes— 
A vulturous boredom pinned me in this tree 
Day after day, I become of less use to myself, 
The hours after you are gone are so leaden.” 

Modern centos are often witty, creating irony or humor from the juxtaposition of images and 
ideas.  

Two examples of contemporary centos are “The Dong with the Luminous Nose," by John Ash-
bery and Peter Gizzi’s “Ode: Salute to the New York School.” Ashbery’s cento takes its title from 
the poem of the same name by Edward Lear and weaves together an unlikely array of voices, 
including Gerard Manley Hopkins, T. S. Eliot, and Lord Byron. Gizzi employed the form to cre-
ate a collage of voices, as well as a bibliography, from the New York School poets. 

PSO Member News 
Condolences from PSO to our Alabama member, 
Rita Moritz and her husband Harry. Their son   
passed away at Christmas. 

       Send member news to:  pkoch7@cox.net 

Every year PSO is blessed with its members that 
support our poetry society by their donations.  
Thank You to: 

Dena R. Gorrell   Rose Rock 

Patti Koch    Indian Blanket 

Barbara Shepard   Indian Blanket 

Carol Muirhead   Red Bud 

Do Vinh    Red Bud 

Carol Meeks    Other 

Vivian Ramsey   Other 

PSO treasurer, Karen Kay Bailey’s latest collec-
tion, Where Once A Willow, (under her author sig-
nature of Karen Kay Knauss) won the Oklahoma 
Writers’ Federation’s Book of Poetry Award in 
their annual contest.   

Congratulations, Karen! 

Wishes for a speedy recovery to PSO President, Patti 
Koch who recently had knee replacement surgery. 

Volunteers are not paid because they are priceless!  A 
gigantic “THANK YOU” to all our PSO volunteers. 
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PSO ~ The Year Ahead 
June 29th - July 2nd  NFSPS Convention Ft. Worth, Texas 

July        8th   July Workshop and Contests  (Deadline May 19th) 

October     7th   PSO Annual Meeting & National Poetry Day (Deadline 
    August 26th) 

November 30th  Deadline for Annual Spring Contest (celebrate next March 2018) 

December 9th   PSO Christmas Celebration 

December 25th  MERRY CHRISTMAS 

December 31st  PSO Annual Membership dues are payable before the end of the calen
    dar year ~ also, sponsorships for 2016 contests and/or donations (may 
    not be printed in directory)  

Poetry Society of Oklahoma Website:  http://www.angelfire.com/poetry/pso/ 

After much research regarding Charles Kizer, I am disappointed to say I could not find 
any information regarding this gentleman - not even an obituary. 

1965 saw the election of Custer King as President of PSO.  Another disappointing dead 
end with not a single item about Mr. King. 

Bess Mae Sheets was elected President of PSO in 1966 and 1967.  The only infor-
mation I found about Bess Mae was two books she had written - This Cry is Mine and 
Thread Your Thoughts.  (I must admit that I am becoming rather discouraged!) 

Our next PSO President was David Soule who was President in 1968 and 1969.  Once 
again I struck out! 

John Murphy was President of PSO in 1970 and 1971.  The only information I found on 
Mr. Murphy is that he was also Parliamentarian in 1984.  (My sleuthing skills seem to be 
in the basement!) 

Moving right along, Barbara Rasmussen was elected President of PSO in 1972.  Again, 
no information was found regarding Barbara. 

Next in line was Leslie A. McRill who was elected (again) as PSO President in 1973.  
We already wrote quite an article about Leslie, who was also President of PSO from 
1951 through 1957.  WOW! 

Charles Price Green was PSO President in 1974 and 1975.  He was a Professor and 
Head of the Department of Speech at OU.  He also published Lariat Laughter and Oth-
er Poems 

Finally, for this issue - Esther A. Robinson was PSO President in 1976 and 1977.  The 
only information I found about Esther is that she also served as telephone chairman 
and Hostess in 1984  

If anyone has information regarding any former PSO Presidents and would like to share it I would be more 
than happy to put it in our Oklahoma Rose in a future issue. 

Volume II  Issue III 


