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Inside this issue: 

 Summertime in Oklahoma! 
July 2017 

Previous PSO Presidents 

WOW!  It is hot and dry in Oklahoma!  
And, PSO welcomed the hot, lazy days 
of summer with a July workshop.  We 
were honored to have as our keynote 
speaker, Mike Angelotti, a freelance 
writer and abstract artist where he also 
serves as Emeritus Professor of English 
Education at The University of Oklaho-
ma. Mike often teaches summer courses 
and conducts professional workshops 
focused on the image and word style 
(paint-write) demonstrated in his two 
2016 books, Double Vision II: Living a 
Poet’s Life in Paint, Photo and Word, 
Color Edition2, along with an earlier 
B&W edition, Double Vision II: Poetry 
With and Without Words.  This was a 
super workshop.  And, PSO was pleased 
to welcome five visitors that joined us 
for the workshop!  A good time was had 
by all!   

We had several interesting exercises for 
our afternoon session (paint chips and 
Pick-a-Word) and also the results of the 
PSO July Contest.  PSO Contest Chair, 
Mikki Pennington presented awards. 
Dena Gorrell, NFSPS  1st Vice Chan-

cellor, attended the NFSPS Convention 
in Ft. Forth and reported on the events.  
We, at PSO were very proud to have the 
following PSO members - Dena Gorrell, 
Trina Lee, Rob Burgess, Delores Walk-
er and Karen Kay Bailey place in the 
NFSPS 2017 contest and each read their 
poems to those in attendance. (Karen 
Kay Bailey had to leave before she 
could share her poem).   

Not only did we have much to do and 
learn at our PSO Workshop, it was a 
time of camaraderie good food - fun - 
fellowship and of course ~ POETRY!    

PSO’s next meeting will be Saturday 
October 7th when we celebrate National 
Poetry Day (which is 28th September).  
The 2017 theme of  National Poetry 
Day  is “freedom.” 

The October meeting is also our annual 
business meeting. 

Until next time ~ Keep writing those 
poems! 

               --  Patti Koch, PSO President 

In each of the previous issues of our PSO Newsletter we have 
written about the beginning of PSO and its President. There is 
continuing interest in our other PSO past Presidents.  This issue 
we will go to 1978 - 1979 when Marj Bennett McAlister was PSO  
President.  (Checked internet and library and found no info) 

### 

PSO ~ ESTABLISHED IN 1934 
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WOW!  PSO had a workshop to end all workshops!  We were honored to have as our speaker for 
the workshop, Mike Angelotti, who presented a fantastic and very interesting workshop (it just was 
not long enough!).  We were also pleased to have several guests (Mary Anne Taylor, Tim Reardon, 
Catherine Johnson, Nancy Goble and Edward Armitage).  Edward is now a member! 

Thank You, 
Rob and Trina 
for the photos. 
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PSO Member News 
Correction for the David Stewart Blues Sonnet 
Award, for the National Poetry Day Contest (# 1)  
The correct rhyme scheme is:  

AAa BBb CCc DDd ee 

       Send member news to:  pkoch7@cox.net 

Woody Guthrie Poetry (and Oklahoma Voices) event  
14th July attended by Sandy Soli, Barbara Shepard 
and Rob Burgess.  Both Sandy and Barbara read 
their poetry. 

Performing Arts Studio ( Train Depot)  2:00 P.M.              
200 S. Jones, Norman, OK                                                   
Second Sunday Reading (Feature & Open Mic)      
Carl Sennhenn Organizer 

Full Circle Book Store     50 Penn Place  (OKC)       
Last Sunday Reading      2:00 P.M.                      
(Feature & Open Mic) 

A “THANK YOU” to Trina Lee for inviting our  
speaker to the July Workshop. 

PSO Board will have a meeting in August 

Audit Committee has been chosen 

July’s Poetry Form ~ Villanelle ~ Academy of American Poets 

The highly structured villanelle is a nineteen-line poem with two repeating rhymes and two refrains. The 
form is made up of five tercets followed by a quatrain. The first and third lines of the opening tercet are re-
peated alternately in the last lines of the succeeding stanzas; then in the final stanza, the refrain serves as the 
poem’s two concluding lines. Using capitals for the refrains and lowercase letters for the rhymes, the form 
could be expressed as: A1 b A2 / a b A1 / a b A2 / a b A1 / a b A2 / a b A1 A2. 

     “Do not go gentle into that good night”    Dylan Thomas, 1914 - 1953 

Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Old age should burn and rave at close of day; 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Though wise men at their end know dark is right, 
Because their words had forked no lightning they 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 
Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight 
Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
 
And you, my father, there on the sad height, 
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 
Do not go gentle into that good night. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 
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PSO ~ The Year Ahead 
October     7th   PSO Annual Meeting & National Poetry Day (Contest 
    Deadline August 26th) 

November 30th  Deadline for Annual Spring Contest (celebrate next  
    March 2018) 

December 9th   PSO Christmas Celebration 

December 25th  MERRY CHRISTMAS 

December 31st  PSO Annual Membership dues are payable before the end of the calen 
    dar year ~ also, sponsorships for 2016 contests and/or donations (may  
    not be printed in directory)  

Poetry Society of Oklahoma Website:  http://www.angelfire.com/poetry/pso/ 

Poetry Society of Oklahoma is also on Facebook 

This was the information I found regarding Helen Downing, who was PSO President in 1980 
and 1981;  Helen Margaret Downing, passed away Nov. 15, 2005, at her home in Oklahoma 
City. She worked for Central National Bank in Oklahoma City and was later office manager 
for Dr. Bruce Bell. Helen enjoyed painting and writing poetry. She was a past president of 
the Poetry Society of Oklahoma and the Oklahoma City Branch of American Pen Women. 
She was also listed in the Who's Who Directory of Poets and Writers. Her published works 
include Sounds the Heart Makes and Toward Eternity. 

1982 - 1983 saw the election of Billie Menifee as President of PSO.   Billie passed away on 
Sunday, December 20th 2015 at the age of 100. She attended OCU where she was very active 
and president of her sorority Alpha Chi Omega. Billie was a member for many years of The 
Treasured Doll Club and The Poetry Society of Oklahoma. She was an accomplished artist, 
seamstress, and poet with several published books and many awards and many hobbies. 

Carol Hamilton was elected President of PSO in 1884.  Carol Hamilton is a writer and story-
teller.  She has a BS degree from Phillips University and an MA in English from the Universi-
ty of Central Oklahoma. She lived in Connecticut, Scotland, New York, West Virginia, Ohio, 
and Indiana before returning to Oklahoma. She taught elementary school in North Haven, 
Connecticut, Indianapolis Indiana, and Tinker Elementary on Tinker AFB and helped develop 
and teach for the last 12 years of her public school career in the elementary gifted school 
for Mid-Del Schools, the Academic Center for Enrichment. Carol was Teacher of the Year for 
Mid-Del Schools in 1982. 

She taught in the English Department of Rose State College for ten years and seven years 
on the graduate faculty of the Creative Studies Division of the English Department for the 
University of Central Oklahoma. She has also taught Spanish, astronomy, and creative writ-
ing in continuing education programs for Rose State College, Oasis, the Vo-Tech System, 
and other programs. She translates for an Oklahoma City health clinic for women and chil-
dren and often goes as a translator for medical teams working in Third World countries. She 
received a Distinguished Alumni Award from the University of Central Oklahoma for 2007. 
 
Carol was Poet Laureate of Oklahoma 1995-97, has won numerous awards and has pub-
lished stories, articles and poetry (too many to mention here)! 
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