Types of Diction

Specific Diction

Refers to language that refers to objects that can be perceived or imagined

Example:
Cherry trees hung with bloom (evokes clear visualization)

General Diction
Refers to language that signifies broad classes of persons, objects, and phenomena

Example:
In the realm of infinite spaces (difficult to envision with clarity and exactness)
Concrete Diction
Describes conditions and qualities that are exact or particular

Example:
Three score and ten years ago (evokes exact time)
Abstract Diction

Refers to qualities that are rarified and theoretical

Example:
The eternal truth (difficult to envision with clarity and exactness)

High and Formal Diction

Is elevated and elaborate, follows the rules of syntax exactly; avoids colloquialisms, contractions and slang.  This type of diction is characterized by complex words and a lofty tone.
A Room with a View, Emma
Middle or Neutral Diction 

Maintains correct language and word order but avoids elaborate words and elevated tone.

“Because I could not Stop for Death”

Low or Informal Diction

Language of everyday use; it is relaxed, conversational.  Includes common words, idiomatic expressions, slang and contractions

“the 38th year”

Denotation

This refers to the standard dictionary definition of a word.  Even though this seems straight-forward words have multiple denotations
Example:
house- a building, a family, a chamber of congress, a theatre, a theatre audience, a sorority or fraternity…etc.
Connotation

This refers to the emotional, psychological, or social overtones that words carry beyond their denotations.

Example:
Childish/childlike both denote the state of being a child, however, childish suggests a person who is bratty, stubborn, immature, silly, and petulant while childlike suggests a person who is innocent, charming, and unaffected.  The differences are based on connotation.
