Rationale

One of the greatest poets in history is Walt Whitman.  Walt Whitman represents how diversified and stylized a poet can be in his or her work.  It makes sense to see and experience the Walt Whitman House.

The Walt Whitman House is located in Camden, NJ. The House provides a home, not only for the works of Walt Whitman, but also a haven for Whitman’s effects on the modern day poet.

It is important for the learner to share in the artistic diversity that is Walt Whitman House.  The House enables the learner to experience Whitman’s artistic style and how he has effected various writing formats.

The Walt Whitman House also offers a look into the life of this poet and houses his great works of poetry and correspondence. The learner will gain invaluable insight into the mind of Walt Whitman.

Part of the experience of the virtual tour and the field trip, is the learner gains knowledge background on Whitman’s life and see how his works has been influential and important to the writings of today.  The Whitman House will show how even Whitman himself was inspired by his own surroundings.  

The motivation of the unit is to entice the student to want to compose their own piece of poetry.  

Poetry has the ability to enforce many skills. The three most important of these skills are: listening, reading and writing.  In listening to poetry, the learner gains a sense of rhythm, beat and melody.  By reading poetry, the student experiences the function of the words along with the importance of the usage of such aspects as metaphor and symbolism.  In the act of writing poetry, the student is given the opportunity to express himself or herself and get their thoughts down on paper.  Composing not only justifies the feeling of the poem but also the structure and layout of the poem.  

CONCEPTS

1. Explore the effects of Whitman’s poetry on modern day writings

2. Gain biographical knowledge of Walt  Whitman

3. View different styles, expression and communication aspects of poetry

4. Enforce the value of poetry as a form of expression and communication

5. Entice a better understanding of poetry techniques and styles through compostion

Activities

1. Virtual Tour/Field Trip


2. Poetry Slam


3. Composition of own Poem

