
Appendix B 
 

 

Literal Aspects of the Seven Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls 

 

 Seven Seals Seven Trumpets Seven Bowls 

1 Rev. 6:2 

White Horse: 

Roman triumph and peace 

after conquest. 

A.D. 96-183 

-Roman generals rode white 

horses after triumph. 

-The bow is a Cretan symbol. 

It represents five Cretan 

emperors. 

Rev. 8:7 

Hail mingled with Fire: 

Mount Vesuvius A.D. 79 

Rev. 15 

The seven bowls begin 

after the first century A.D. 

mark of the beast is 

instituted. 

Rev. 16:2 

Grievous sores: 

Roman smallpox epidemic 

A.D. 138-192
1
 

2 Rev. 6:4 

Red Horse: 

Takes peace from the region. 

Roman civil war 

A.D. 183-212 

Rev. 8:8 

Burning mountain cast into 

the sea: 

Comet/asteroid impact or 

volcanic collapse into the 

ocean: 

second or third century A.D. 

Rev. 16:3 

Primarily symbolic 

3 Rev. 6:5-6 

Black Horse: 

Roman famine and inflation. 

A.D. 212-235
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-actual price during this time: 

“a choenix of wheat for a 

denarius”
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Rev. 8:10-11 

A star falls from heaven: 

Asteroid impact in Abruzzo, 

Italy: 

fourth or fifth century A.D.
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Rev. 16:4-7 

Primarily symbolic 

 

4 Rev. 6:8 

Pale Horse: 

War, famine, and the 

Justinian Plague. 

A quarter of earth’s 

population dies.
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A.D. 235-570 

Rev. 8:12 

The day and night are 

darkened by a third: 

A.D. 536 volcanic eruption or 

comet impact followed by 

darkness. 

Rev. 16:8-9 

Men are scorched by the 

sun: 

Extreme heat, drought, and 

famine 

A.D. 950-1250 

5 Rev. 6:9-11 

Martyrdom of true Muslims 

began in A.D. 615 

Umayyad martyrdom of true 

Muslims 

A.D. 666-750 

Rev. 9:3-11 

Five divine months = 150 

years: 

A.D. 632-782 

The Saracens: 

-were commanded by 

Muhammad not to hurt 

Christian leaders, their 

followers, or those who are 

Rev. 16:10-11 

Torture and Pain: 

The Catholic Inquisition 

darkens Europe 

A.D. 1250-1860 

Judgment falls upon the 

Papacy and Catholic 

Europe 

A.D. 1790-1870
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moral (although they 

disobeyed this command) 

-were allowed to torment the 

wicked Europeans but not to 

kill them (just their bodies)
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-had long hair 

-had cavalry forces at the 

“wings” of their armies 

-had mounted archers who 

shot arrows backwards over 

the tails of their horses 

-wore bronze helmets and 

yellow turbans 

-and wore breastplates of iron 

Men blaspheme God 

because of sores: European 

smallpox epidemic 

A.D. 1870-1875
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6 Rev. 6:12-13 

The great Lisbon earthquake 

November 1, 1755 

The sun is darkened and the 

moon is turned red. 

May 19, 1780 

A major meteor shower 

November 12/13, 1833 

Rev. 6:14 

The 8.75 earthquake in 1755 

at Lisbon shifts the earth’s 

axis, and this moves every 

mountain and island out of 

its place. 

Rev. 9:13-19 

A divine year, month, day, 

and hour = 391 years: 

A.D. 1453-1844 

The spirits of four Turkish 

nations are loosed in A.D. 

1064, after being “bound” at 

the Euphrates. 

Their armies: 

-crossed the Euphrates 

-wore red, yellow, and blue 

armor 

-used muskets and canons, 

which emitted fire, smoke, 

and sulfur 

-killed with gunpowder a third 

of those who were killed 

during the conquest of 

Constantinople 

-invaded this city with two 

armies with “myriads of 

myriads” of soldiers 

 -tied the tails of their horses to 

look like serpents 

-and had leaders ranked by 

their number of horse tails. 

Bubonic plague and warfare 

kills a third of earth’s 

population from 1348-1844, 

but mankind still does not 

repent of unrighteous acts, 

materialism, and the worship 

Rev. 16:12-16 

Spiritual and physical 

warfare 

A.D. 1876-1957 

Bahá’u’lláh’s ministry in 

Akka 

A.D. 1877-1892 

Baha’i’s gather to Mount 

Carmel (Hebrew: 

Armageddon). 

World War I 

World War II 

 



of evil. 

7 Rev. 8:1-5 

There is silence for about 

half an hour: 

This is nine days (about 

1/48
th

 of a divine day) from 

Bahá’u’lláh’s death to the 

opening of his Will and 

Testament. 

May 29 to June 7, 1892 

This is then followed by an 

8.0 earthquake in Argentina 

in 1894. 

Rev. 11:15 

“became the kingdoms of the 

world of the Lord of us, and 

of the Christ of Him” (IBV) 

-the physical kingdoms of 

Jesus Christ and God the 

Father are established on earth 

(1830 and 1863, respectively) 

Rev. 11:18-19 

The world suffers after 

rejecting Bahá’u’lláh. 

World War I 

World War II 

There is an earthquake and a 

great hailstorm. 

Rev. 16:17 

“It is done” 

Shoghi Effendi ascends 

A.D. 1957 

Rev. 16:18 

The greatest earthquake in 

history happens—1960 in 

Chile (9.5). The earth’s 

axis shifts, and this moves 

every mountain and island 

out of its place. 

Rev. 14:9-11 

The modern nations are 

warned not to establish a 

one world government 

under the revived Roman 

Empire with an antichrist, 

false prophet, and the mark 

of the beast. 

Rev. 19:19-20 

The corrupt European 

nations and the papacy will 

be destroyed. The first 

pope was Simon Magus. 

He deluded the Romans 

who received the mark of 

the beast. 

 

 

 

  



Symbolic Aspects of the Seven Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls 

 

 Seven Seals Seven Trumpets Seven Bowls 

1 Primarily literal Rev. 8:7 

Hail of tests, fire of afflictions, 

and the blood of martyrdom 

during the first six Christian 

persecutions: Nero to Septimus 

Severus. 

One-third of Christian leaders die 

spiritually and/or physically. 

All the righteous new converts die 

spiritually and/or physically. 

A.D. 64-211 

Rev. 16:2 

The sins of those who 

worship the beast are like 

sores. 

A.D. 138-192 

2 Primarily literal Rev. 8:8-9 

Final four Christian persecutions: 

Maximus to Diocletian. 

The burning mountain of True 

Christianity is cast into the sea of 

Roman Christianity. 

One-third of Christian doctrines 

become false; one-third of the 

Christians in the Roman Empire 

die spiritually and/or physically; 

and one-third of the church 

buildings are destroyed. 

A.D. 235-313 

Rev. 16:3 

The blood of Christian 

martyrs and the Apostasy 

of the Church 

A.D. 192-613 

3 Primarily literal Rev. 8:10-11 

Constantine and doctrinal disputes 

embitter Christianity. 

His power is greatest over one-

third of the Christian world. 

A.D. 325-337 

Rev. 16:4-7 

The blood of Muslim 

martyrs and the Apostasy 

of the Islamic Faith: 

Muslim leaders teach false 

and violent doctrines. 

A.D. 613-873 

4 Primarily literal Rev. 8:12 

The western third of Christianity 

(including its clergy and laymen) 

is darkened by barbarian 

invasions. 

The Christian “day” from Jesus 

Christ to the Persian invasion of 

Christian controlled Israel. 

Muhammad began his ministry at 

the end of this period. 

2 B.C.-A.D.613 

(sunrise to sunset) 

Primarily literal 



-a third of this day is darkened by 

barbarian invasions of the Western 

Roman Empire.  

A.D. 409-613 

The night is the time from the 

Umayyad usurpation of the 

Caliphate to the public ministry of 

the Báb. 

A.D. 666-1844 

(total darkness to dawn) 

-a third of this night is darkened 

during the Dark Ages. 

A.D. 666-1066 

The beginning of the Renaissance. 

A.D. 1485 

(moonrise) 

The beginning of the public 

ministry of Bahá’u’lláh. 

A.D. 1863 

(sunrise) 

Rev. 8:13 

Three woes announced: 

Muhammad, the Báb, and 

Bahá’u’lláh 

5 Primarily literal Rev. 9:1-12 

Muhammad comes from heaven to 

the earth and opens the escape 

route from the bottomless pit of 

error. 

But the smoke of false teachings 

obscures the divine light, and the 

sound of the word of God ceases 

to vibrate in its purity through the 

air. 

Out of Muhammad’s teachings 

mixed with error comes 

“locusts”—meaning the Saracens, 

who are associated with scorpions 

and horses, as well. For locusts, 

scorpions, and horses were all 

native to the Middle East. 

Primarily literal 

6 Rev. 6:12-17 

The world order is 

shaken. 

The Muslim clergy—sun, 

moon, and stars—are 

Primarily literal Rev. 16:12-16 

The life giving spiritual 

teachings of Babylon dry 

up. Mankind thirsts for 

spiritual knowledge. This 



darkened. They teach 

false doctrines, 

oppression, and violence. 

The teachings of heaven 

are rolled up and ignored. 

The various religions—

mountains—are moved 

from their original truths. 

The islands of refuge 

(churches) move from 

unity to division and from 

few false teachings and 

ordinances to many. 

People turn to religions 

and institutions to soothe 

themselves from seeing 

their sins and God’s 

wrath. 

Rev. 7:1-4 

The four cherubim who 

guard the way to the 

higher mysteries of the 

Tree of Life hold back the 

four winds of their 

revelation. 

The Báb tells them not to 

harm the atheist 

institutions (the earth), the 

religions (the sea), or the 

spiritual leaders (the trees) 

by teaching the higher 

mysteries prematurely. 

First 144,000 people must 

be sealed with a 

foundation in the basics of 

the gospel. 

The four elemental winds 

of the Western Mysteries 

blew in 1888 with the 

founding of the Golden 

Dawn. 

prepares the way for 

Bahá’u’lláh, ‘Abdu’l-

Bahá, and Shoghi Effendi 

(the kings of the east). 

The false teachings of 

Islam (the dragon), Europe 

(the beast), the Papacy 

(the false prophet), and 

other world leaders—

inspired by evil spirits—

lead to warfare and 

spiritual death. 

7 Rev. 8:1-5 

The fire of affliction is 

cast upon the earth. 

Rev. 11:15-19 

The Baha’i Faith is established. 

April 21, 1863 

There is the lightning and thunder 

of God’s wrath. 

Rev. 16:17-21 

There is worldwide 

affliction, voices of 

murmuring, thunders of 

violation, the lightning of 



And there is also an earthquake of 

doubt and a hailstorm of 

punishment. 

Rev. 14:18-20 

Jerusalem here means the religion 

of God. The 1,600 stadia (200 

miles) was the length of Israel in 

the first century A.D. The nation 

of Israel here represents those who 

claim to follow God. Most of them 

though are unrighteous. The blood 

represents punishment. It reaches a 

depth unto the level at which each 

person bridles their passions. 

God’s wrath, and a great 

earthquake of doubts. The 

city of Jerusalem is 

divided into three parts—

the old city, the new city, 

and the eastern city. The 

cities of the nations fall 

down in fear (e.g., of 

nuclear holocaust). The 

islands of refuge 

(churches) in a sea of 

chaos and also the 

mountains (multiple 

religions) flee from their 

responsibilities. There is a 

great hailstorm of 

punishments. 

Rev. 19:21 

The word of God will 

convert all men to the 

truth. The money and 

resources of the rich will 

be shared with the poor. 

Rev. 15:8 

The higher mysteries of 

the Baha’i Faith will begin 

to be understood. 
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