The National Framework for RE

A response by Dr. Brenda Watson.

The need to test for truth

As in the teaching of other subjects which are regarded as largely subjective in content, RE in line with current government policy has to be about what pupils believe - their voices must all be heard otherwise RE is exclusivist. The notion that anyone's beliefs need to be tested for truth is never raised. Contrast this with the kind of approach to the teaching of science, in which the truth of the subject-matter is regarded as crucial, not the various opinions of the learners, and the real assumptions and commitments of education policy-makers today becomes apparent. They are not neutral and balanced - they simply hold different beliefs but will not acknowledge that they do for the simple reason that IF they did they would walk into a hornet's nest of practical and philosophical problems! For they would have to face the fact that ALL education springs from a confession of faith, and they have not grasped that nettle, nor want to!

Disguising the truth

They take the line that it is better to get their agenda through without drawing attention to the fact that it is an agenda emerging from a particular stable. Really 
one gets fed up of reading all the "correct" words of inclusiveness, diversity, entitlement, accessibility, standards, tolerance, range of experiences etc.. Certain words never appear eg. depth of study and understanding; concern for truth; commitment to those values and beliefs without which no society can survive, and the truth of those values and beliefs. The assumption is made throughout that religious 
and secularist beliefs are just a matter for describing; by some magical process that is supposed to teach tolerance! Of course what is really happening is that tolerance is being conveyed through putting all belief-claims into brackets as virtually irrelevant or at best interesting for an observer to study; in this way the full force of enquiry focuses on "what A,B,C, happen to believe, directing attention AWAY from what they believe and how valid that may be. This makes about as much sense as avoiding hypocrisy by having no ideals anyway!
