Case Study # 7

Apraxia

“Brian”

1. Provide a brief description of the target child:

Brian is in preschool and at the age of three.  He is in a classroom that is mixed with a group of children with various different special needs.  There are a total of twelve students in Brian’s class along with this teacher, the teacher’s assistant and a classroom aide.  Brian is in this special needs preschool class because he has been identified as needing special education for speech and language.  There are also concerns with his behavior.  

2. Describe essential facts and/or historical incidents in the child’s life that have been provided by a family member or an early childhood professional: 

Brian attends school Monday-Friday and completes two 30-minute sessions with a speech therapist ach week.  When Brian first began in the special preschool setting he did not look before he did anything.  He also did not think before he acted.  If someone wanted a toy that he wanted, he simply went over to the individual and snatched it out of his/her hand.  Brian would often pinch or step on someone when he thought the teacher was looking.  Brain often played by himself.  He did not seem to want any interaction with other children.  Brian did not have much language built so his saying for almost everything was, “ticka-ticka.”  If someone would try to have him say a different word he would bury his face and simply say “no-no.”  Brian throughout this process often had ear-infections, which impaired his hearing.  

3. Discuss therapy or school intervention (teaching strategies), and the nature of relationships to other children:

There were two goals that were made for Brian.  One was to help him become less aggressive and the second was to enhance his communication skills.  Brian’s parents, teachers and therapist helped him to accomplish these goals by using eight different strategies.

Strategy 1: Intervening when Brian becomes aggressive:  

Whenever Brian would begin to hurt another individual, his teacher would have to intercede and bring to Brian’s attention that he was hurting someone.  She would draw him close to the individual and show Brian that he made this person sad because he/she is crying.  Brain at first did not want to participate in this process but as time went on he tried to get closer to the teacher so he could hear what she was saying.  This indicated that he did indeed want to communicate.  

Strategy 2: Establishing expectation for Brain’s behavior:

It was important for Brian to be a part of the class during group time.  The teacher expected Brain to follow some of the basic rules that was expected from all of the children.  One of the rules was sitting at group time.  The teachers were consistent when it came time for Brian to remain stated during group time.  When Brian began to walk away the teacher or her aide would follow him and bring him back to the group.  

Strategy 3: Compensating for Brian’s poor hearing and listening skills:

The teacher wanted to help Brian to understand what she was saying, so she would make sure to look directly at Brian when she spoke.  The teacher also spoke in short sentences and would repeat the words often.  The teacher would use things that Brain was doing and reinforce his activity by saying a short sentence.

Strategy 4: Introducing sign language:

The teacher and Brain’s parents decided to begin teaching him sign language.  Only certain words were picked at first, such as thank you, more, wait, and want.  These words were repeated often by combining the word and the sign.  The teacher would place her hands over Brain’s and show him how to make the words using his hands.  At first he did not like the idea but when he realized that he was communicating things he began to be less ressistful when his teacher was showing him how to form the words using his hands. 

Strategy 5: Combining signs and sounds:

When Brian mastered the signs using his hands the teacher began to ask for the word to go with it.  When Brian did not say the word or if it was spoken very low, the teacher would respond by saying “I can’t hear you, what did you say?”  Brian then would sign the word and say a sound at the same time. 

Strategy 6: Combining strategies at home and school:
Brain’s mother was having a real difficult time with his aggression at home.  The teacher suggested the picture system, which would help Brain to communicate what he wants by touching the picture and making a sound.  This was the same picture system that was used at school, so Brian was familiar with this technique.  

Strategy 7: Using different sounds to represent different works:

Eventually, the teacher gradually moved from accepting the sounds that Brian was making to expecting him to make different sounds for things.  The first letter that was introduced was the letter M.  The teacher conducted the touch-cue strategy.  This was when she made the letter sound; she would place her finger moving it from left to right over Brian’s top lip.

Strategy 8: Helping Brian feel successful:

Whenever Brian completed something that his teacher had asked him to do, the teacher made sure she recognized that he had been successful.  

Throughout the different strategies, his teacher began to realize what it was that he wanted.   When Brian became more comfortable with his teacher she would purposely misread his cues to try and get Brian to be more specific.  The teacher has also learned not to call on Brain first during group time.  Brian needs time to process his thoughts and does not like to be put on the spot. In the beginning of the year, Brian’s parents seemed to feel ashamed of their son’s behavior but throughout the year the teacher was able to develop a relationship with the parents.  At the end of the school year, Brian’s father praised the program for helping his son achieve so much.     

4. What can you reasonably expect the target child to achieve?


Brian can expect to be a happy individual within society.  He does not have to have great achievements to make his family happy.  He is a little boy who has come a long way in just a year.  Brain’s happiness is the most important thing.  I can also see Brian becoming a functioning person within our society as long as he has the love and support from his family.  He will be able to achieve a lot in the learning process with his family right beside him every step of the way. 

5. Provide factual information about the special need illustrated in the profile:

Many children appropriate help with apraxia of speech make wonderful gains in their expressive speech ability. However, it is also true that in some situations, despite best attempts, a child may not evolve to be primarily a verbal communicator.  Children with apraxia of speech reportedly do not progress well in their actual speech production with therapy tailored for other articulation problems or with language stimulation approaches. Additionally, in young children the motor/sensory techniques, oral-motor exercises, drills, etc. should be woven into play activities that are highly motivational to them.

7.  Journal Article:

a. Briefly state the main idea of this article:
The main idea was to train parents on early literacy intervention for their children with either speech or language delays.  The activities and summer sessions were put together to help four different children with speech problems.  The three goals that the summer program hoped to achieve was, 1) to help parents understand the importance of phonological awareness, 2) to provide them with commercially available research-validated teacher training materials, and 3) to teach them how to se the materials.

b. List three important facts that the author uses to support the main idea:

1. The introduction to the phonological awareness lasted for three hours without the children.  This was to help the instructors and parents prepare for the Summer Sound Camp.

2. The facilitator modeled how to do each activity with the children.  This included the teaching of a certain task, testing for understanding, and mastery of the task, also having to re-teach a certain task.

3. The sessions included much data to help determine whether the sessions were actually helping the children associate sounds with letters.  

c. What information or ideas discussed in this article are also discussed in our course books?
In our case study book, Brian’s teacher stressed the importance of having an open relationship with the parents.  In order for a student to successfully achieve the strategies that are used at school need to be implemented at home as well and visa versa.  The article and the course book strongly focus on conducting the same routines at both home and school.   


