Case Study # 5

Gifted/ADHD

“Marcus”


1.  Provide a brief description of the target child:


Marcus is currently a successful second grader.  This is his second year with Mrs. Jenson (she was his 1st grade teacher at the new school).  He likes to play soccer, even though he is not good at soccer, he enjoys the time playing with his friends.  Marcus is no longer interested in dinosaurs he now likes robots and Pokemon.  Marcus can recite all 150 Pokemon characters and what they turn into after their mutation.  Thanks to Mrs. Jenson, Marcus is feeling good about himself.  

2.  Describe essential facts and/or historical incidents in the child’s life that have been provided by a family member or an early childhood professional:

Marcus at the age of three seemed to have the gifted characteristics as his older sister, Tesha.  Marcus was very verbal as a child.  He began to speak well by his first birthday.   Marcus was walking by the age of 10 ½ months.  His vocabulary was very advanced for his age.  Marcus could go up to complete strangers and begin a conversation with them.  In preschool, Marcus would arrange things into groups.   He was very interested in building up toys as well as clay.  Marcus started to read while he was in kindergarten.  He would read signs that he was never exposed to before.  Marcus knew all of the names of the dinosaurs. However, his mother was not sure that he was able to read them or was able to recognize the pattern of the name because he liked them so much.  When first grade came around Marcus began to shut down.  He would come home and say he was stupid.  Marcus had a terrible time with holding a pencil.  It was not until he was about 7 ½ years old that he could get a firm grip onto the pencil.  Marcus in first grade was also not doing so well with reading.  Marcus was extremely good at drawing pictures and putting a sentence below the picture to tell the reader what it was about.  When his first grade teacher, Miss Matthews expected all of the children to do things the way she told them to do it, Marcus’s parents realized there was something wrong.  Marcus would remove himself from the classroom when he did not understand or want to do what was required of him.  Marcus was diagnosed with a mild ADHD and was put on minor medication.  Marcus also attended therapy and after two months of therapy, it was realized that Marcus was blaming himself, thinking that something was wrong with him.  His parents requested that he attend a different 

school.  This is when he began with Mrs. Jenson.  The “gifted” program was not for Marcus in the sense of academics.         

3.  Discuss therapy or school intervention (teaching strategies), and the nature of relationships to other children:


Miss Matthews expected the class to do things the way she wanted them done.  Marcus had his own way of doing things.  Miss Matthews did not seem to want to work with Marcus to try to figure out what the problem may have been.  She was focused on having twenty-four students in her class and wanted to cover the curriculum.  When Marcus began with Mrs. Jenson, she was soft spoken but firm at the same time.  Mrs. Jenson had a procedure in the morning before class began that allowed the students to take time to find a book that they wanted to read and to read it.  The students sat on the floor reading the book that they chose until it was time for class to begin.  This got Marcus into liking to read.  Mrs. Jenson also used a daily chart.  This was located on the students’ desks. The chart was marked off with either checks or smiley faces.  The checks were for when the work was not completed and smiley faces were for when the work was completed.  Using this system, Marcus’s parents decided to reward Marcus when he came home at the end of the week with more smiley faces then checks.  Whenever, Marcus came home with more checks then he was not rewarded.  (This only happened one time)  Mrs. Jenson would use encouragement with Marcus when he would give up and say, “I can’t do this.”  Mrs. Jenson would explain to him that he could do it and praised him when he did. 

4.  What can you reasonable expect the target child to achieve?


I think Marcus can make it successfully in school as long as he has the family support at home and teachers who are willing to work with him.  Marcus will get discouraged at times but it sounds like he can over come this by positive reinforcement either from home or from the teacher.   


