Case Study #2

Cerebral Palsy

“Rosie”


1.  Provide a brief description of the target child:


Rosie is in the second grade and has a million-dollar smile.  Rosie was born with cerebral palsy and by suggestion of her pediatrician; Rosie was introduced to “normal” children her age around the age of four.  She attended preschool for half a day and for the second half she went to her special education school. 

2.  Describe essential facts and/or historical incidents in the child’s life that have been provided by a family member or an early childhood professional 


Rosie was a bight little girl who could not walk, talk or use other parts of her body because of cerebral palsy.  She was bound to a wheel chair most of the time.  Rosie’s parents had tried several different preschools to allow Rosie to take part in a normal classroom.  However, the schools were either not equipped for Rosie’s condition or the personal that Rosie needed was not available.  Rosie’s parents tried the Fairview Early Childhood Program where she was enrolled for her preschool years.  

Rosie’s teacher has worked with special needs children in the past but not with severe disabilities such as Rosie’s.  Rosie’s teacher named, Dawn had put a lot of effort into welcoming Rosie into the classroom.  Dawn had spoke to the preschoolers and their parents to prepare them for the new student that will be joining their classroom.  The students had many questions like why was Rosie in the wheelchair?   Dawn did the best she could to answer these questions but for the questions she did not know the answers to, she simply explained that they will need to find that out together, as a class.  

3.  Discuss therapy or school intervention (teaching strategies), and the nature of relationships to other children.

Once Rosie began preschool, it was a hard beginning for everyone.  When Rosie wanted something Dawn and the teacher aids would try to get it for her right away.  However, when they could not figure out exactly what she wanted, Rosie would put herself into temper tantrums.  Dawn decided that the tantrums needed to stop.  Dawn decided to remove Rosie from the classroom when this would occur.  Dawn would also 

explain to Rosie that once she could calm down, then she will be permitted to come back into the room.  Dawn explained that this was extremely hard because she felt like she was being insensitive to Rosie’s needs.  It was extremely hard for Rosie to communicate but she learned that she had to try to communicate in a civil way.  Rosie made many friends and used her communication skills by moving her eyes for answering to “yes” and “no” questions.  The other children would place things in Rosie’s hands during playtime so that she felt like she was involved with them.  

The notebook that was used between Rosie’s parents, Dawn (preschool teacher), and the afternoon special education teacher helped everyone to stay in touch as to what was occurring with Rosie in various places.  The three parties wrote back and forth to each other for everything. The notebook came in handy when different techniques were being used to help Rosie and her communication skills.  Dawn explained that the new device was doing more harm in the preschool class then it was actually helping.  Rosie’ parents decided that it would be best just to use it at home and while she was at the special education classroom in the afternoons. It was a three-way communication.  

4.  What can you reasonably expect the target child to achieve?
I feel that Rosie will be able to continue to stay in a “normal” classroom and participate using her newly device that helps her communicate.  This device is a mechanical voice that will give simple answers that she wants to communicate.  Rosie simply uses her fingers to activate the button for what she wants to say.  Rosie has certainly progressed since preschool with her communication skills.  Even though cerebral palsy is a lifetime disability, Rosie will be able to receive the education that she deserves.  

5.  Provide factual information about the special need illustrated in the profile:


Cerebral palsy does not get any worse.  Cerebral palsy is a very common disability it is more of a lesion on the brain that affects muscle tone.  It can affect the whole body or just parts of the body.  Monoplegia means it only affects one limb.  Paraplegia means it affects the lower part of the body.  Hemiplegia means it affects half of the body.  


