Case Study #1

Autism

“Andrew”


1.  Provide a brief description of the target child:


Andrew is a twelve years old and autistic child who is now in the sixth grade.  Even though he is still dependent he is able to do most things on his own, like heat something up in the microwave.  Andrew ‘s ability to read and do math is on a first or second grade level.  However, Andrew is very knowledgeable about comic books, music, and things that children his age do.   

2.  Describe essential facts and/or historical incidents in the child’s life that have been provided by a family member or an early childhood professional 


Andrew’s mother knew that something was not quite right when he was a little child.  Around the age of one he was developing more slowly then how his sister did.  Andrew was also staring into space a lot.  Andrew at times would rock himself back and forth.  It became very apparent when his mother’s friend noticed the lack of interaction between her three years old child and Andrew.  Andrew’s mother decided to have him tested outside of their home state.  After days of testing the results were that Andrew did indeed have autism.  The road for Andrew has been bumpy at times.  The general public has been ignorant when a tantrum would escalate.  The general public would look at Andrew’s mother as a poor parent.  When it was time for Andrew to start in a school setting, he had much difficulty with changing environments.  Once he was in a different environment for a while he was fine.  

Andrew was later placed in an elementary school setting where after time he adjusted very well.  Andrew wanted to be like all of the other children.  When it was time for speech therapy, his therapist would either have some of his friends come with him or she would go to the class and have a speech session with the whole class.  The teachers and staff at the elementary school were very supportive of his needs and kept in close contact with Andrew’s mother.  When something would go wrong, such as people teasing Andrew because is was different, the school was notified and rectified the problem and the problem never repeated itself.  

3.  Discuss therapy or school intervention (teaching strategies), and the nature of relationships to other children.

The teaching strategies were successful because the school and Andrew’s mother worked together to make sure that everything was going smoothly.  When there was a problem in school, Andrew’s mother was notified.  It was the same for when something upsetting occurred on the home front, the school was notified.  Andrew quickly learned that some of his behaviors were not acceptable.  When Andrew misbehaved he was instructed to leave the classroom.  Andrew liked to be around people and did not want to be considered an outcast.  Andrew learned to behave properly in the classroom so that he 

could stay and participate in the things that he likes to do with his friends.  Andrew had a mentor who followed him around.  Andrew and the mentor agreed that if he could behave in the classroom then the mentor would wait in the hallway so Andrew feels like he has some independence.  

4.  What can you reasonably expect the target child to achieve?

Andrew can achieve anything that he puts his mind to.  A high school diploma or college degree is not totally out of the question.  Autism can be something that can be worked around.  As long as Andrew has the support from his family he will continue to be able to attend school and hopefully one day have some type of job.  He has many talents like music and the knowledge of the cool things that he age groups likes to do.  He will be able to adventure out in life as long as he has good support from family, friends, and his educators.  


