                                                                                     December 26th, 1861

Dear Brother,

     I take this opportunity to write you a few lines to let you know I am very well. At present hope that these few lines will find you the same. I received your letter and was glad to hear from you. I suppose you remember what was said last Christmas when we was in the barn thrashing rye and wheat. We said we would spend this one different than that one. I spent it different from what  expected then. Hope you did too. I wish you a Merry Christmas. James O. Van Fleet was here to see me last Sunday. He came to see me on Dress Parade, Van Vannest was with him, they thought we did very well. I want to go over to see him this week if I can. I must stop and go on dress parade, the drum has beat. I will finish this when I come back.

(Dress Parade was taken on the afternoon of December 26th 1861)

Now that I have been out I will finish my letter. We are raising our tents off the ground so as to make it healthy for us. You must write soon as you get this.

Aaron Van Fleet

Washington 

