                                                                                         December 17th 1861

Dear Brother,

     I take this opportunity to write you a few lines to let you know how I am getting along. I am very well and hope that these few lines will find you in the same. I received your letter of the 16th and was glad to hear from you. Sunday last 15th , I was over to see James V. I traveled good ways to find him and he is about 2 1/2 miles off from me only he looked quite strange to me with his hairy whiskers so did I to him. It seems quite like home to see all the Shanic boys. Some of them did not know me. At first one half of the folks would not know me if I should come home now. I would like to come home now but when I think of old times I almost fall back of coming home ever to five. You and mother is my friends I think many times of it.

     I must tell you something that took place here last week. On Saturday we had a flag presented to us. We had a great time here. We had our whole camp trimmed with pine and spruce. Splendid we was. We had an ox, 2,000 pounds of pork roasted, all were roasted. Whole the ox to over a big fire I never saw anything like it before in all my life. It will long be remembered it was good too. I wish you had been here. I have it good now. I wish James V will have it as good as I , tell him to come down. Have you come to and see me for they talk of going over into Virginia. But can’t tell yet. Write soon as you get this, I received George Barlows letter.

Aaron Van Fleet  

