                                                                                                October 18th 1863

                                                                                          Camp Near Centerville, VA

Dear Brother,

     I take this opportunity to write you a few lines to let you know how I am getting along. I am quite well and may these few lines find you all the same. I sent May a likeness but I hadn’t heard whether she got it or not, well John we are on our way back to Centerville, 28 from Alexandria. We retreated from Culpepper, 70 miles from Alexandria and we are behind earthworks now so let the rebels come. We are ready for them now. Well John I don’t know what kind of move they will make.

  In this rebellion, they want us to reenlist but I can see it. I have nine more months and I guess I will stay home a while after that. I was over to see George and he was well. Well he hates the thoughts of two more years to serve for I think the War will last longer than that. Well , John I don’t know much to write now but we expect a battle before long. If the rebels don’t fall back, I hope they do for I have been in enough battles. Well I have nothing more at present. Write soon as you get this and tell me what happens around home. Nothing more at present. Goodbye, I will write soon.

Aaron Van Fleet

K Co. 23 PV 

