                                                                                                           June 7th, 1863

                                                                                         Camp near Falmouth VA

Dear Brother,

     I take the opportunity to write you a few lines to let you know how I am getting along. I am quite well at present and may these few lines find you all the same. Well John we are across the river again. We went across yesterday & I don’t know hardly what to think about this move. Don’t believe there will be much of an attack this time but here we are under the rifle pits. We threw shells so that the rebels could not get out of there time enough to get away. I was over to Lee, Ben, Totten, and Fred Strycker. Ben is a bully officer. I expected to see ? too. But he was dismissed from the service. I saw Jacob Young, Jack Wilson too, but they did not know me. They have got enough of soldiering by this time. Well John you must write soon as you can and let me know about how things are getting along. Took Oct for the draft I guess. They can’t take you on the account of your knee being spraint.
     Well john here is a little present for Mary please give it to her. You must all write to me. Nothing more at present.

     Good bye till I write again

                                       John E. Van Fleet

                                       From your Brother

                                       Aaron C. Van Fleet 
