                                                                                                  January 14th 1862

                                                                                                      Washington

                                                                                       Col. D.B. Birney 23 Regiment

                                                                                                          Co. K

Dear Brother,

     I take this opportunity to write to you a few lines to let you know how I am getting along. I am very well at present and hope you are the same. We got paid today so I will send you this money. We did not get paid all today. I cant send any more now. You must pay Red Smith what I owe him. I don’t want to send any more home until I come home. I want to fetch something home with me. Soon as they pay me all they owe it will be $75.00. $37.50 I have sent home. I believe if you want any money send it to me and you can have it. I haven’t heard from James Van Fleet yet.

     I wish I was with him. There is quite some snow here now and quite cold. I would like to see you very much tomorrow. I have been from home six months. It seems like a long time. From what I hear we will be home in the Spring. I guess. 

     There is a good many dying here now with the fever. Five died in one week from our camp. I would like to be home now for awile. I suppose your sleigh has to run now. You remember how we used to go last winter around singing t the school. I hope I will be home next winter. I will be gay. You must write as soon as you get this and let me know whether you got this money. Goodbye.

Aaron Van Fleet

