                                                                                   January 4th 1862

                                                                            Washington Mansion Hill

Dear Brother,

     I received your letter and was glad to hear from you and I will take the pleasure to answer it.  We are to leave again tomorrow but I don’t know to where. John I suppose you think that you know something about training but you are shut up for I was out the other day and saw a regiment of artillery and a regiment of Cavalry and a regiment of Infantry that has been drilled quite a while.

     It’s a great deal better here than I thought it would but I would like to have been home for the holiday to eat turkey with you . They brought our pay today and we had a happy time. You must excuse my handwriting for I was in a hurry and haven’t time to fill the letter now but I will try to do better the next time. So I must close now but remain your affectionate brother.

Aaron Van Fleet

Loved your letter-------something and before and they will come  soon. 

