From James G. Shinn

To Joshua Garsed Junior

                                                                                 Headquarters 23rd Regt. Penna. Vol

                                                                                 In the field near Gettysburg, Pa.

                                                                                 July 4, 1863

Dear Sir  --

                  In the Providence of God it is my painful duty to be the bearer of sorrowful tidings  --

I am called upon to announce the death of your son Joshua S. Garsed 1st Lieut. Of B. Company.

While in the courageous and faithful discharge of duty, he fell struck in the breast and neck by a solid shot. Upon the altar of his country he offered up the noble sacrifice of his own life.

He expired without a word, without a pang. Thus has his name been added to the roll of the many illustrious sons of our noble commonwealth, who have gallantly contended even unto death for the preservation of our glorious union. The blow thus struck is felt by all to be a heavy & painful one. Of cultivated mind and genial heart, courteous and affable, brave, faithful and zealous he won the confidence, respect and sympathy of all. His own company most highly appreciated him and mourn his loss. In the defense of his state against the rebel invaders, he was ready to endure any fatigue or run any risk. Neither weariness on the march nor temporary sickness prevented him from pressing forward to the rescue. He fell at the post of duty and of honor. Of Lt. Garsed’s moral bearing I am happy in being able to render clear and decided testimony. As an example of temperance, truth, integrity of purpose, chasteness and constancy he was conspicuous. He was a believer in and supporter of the holy religion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In losing him his friends and the friends of his cause feel that they have lost one who was greatly endeared and highly valued.  –

To you and your family the officers and men of the 23rd Regt. Penna. Vol. would tender their kindest sympathy and heartfelt condolence. While tendering to you the these human sympathies permit me to point to our Father God who gives and takes away, who afflicts and comforts.—Thank him for the gift of such a son  --  praise him that when taken away it was in the defense of so noble a cause, and rejoice in all the consolation which he abundantly vouchsafes.

Under the pressing emergencies of the battle field, Lt. Garsed was encased and buried upon the property of Mr. Michael Fry  -- one of the patients of Dr. Huber of Gettysburg. Mr. Fry’s address is Gettysburg, Adams County, Penna. He knows the exact spot. His grave is marked. The effects of Lt. Garsed have been cared for by Captain Simcox who will have them forwarded by the first opportunity.

Lt. Garsed fell on the afternoon of the 3rd about 5 o’clock.

                                                              With great respect

                                                                     Yours in Christian bonds

                                                                              James G. Shinn 

                                                                              Chaplain 23rd Regt.

                                                                                                                     Penna. Vols.

July 10th 1863 

