1st Brigade 3rd Division 6th Army Corps

23rd Regt. Penna Vols

Line of Battle Chantilla (sic) Battle Field

October 17, 1863

My dear Mary,

Your kind and most welcome letter of the eleventh inst. I received this morning. I was indeed glad to hear from you again after an unbroken silence of nearly three weeks. I thought you were away from home on a visit and from what you had written I knew Cora would stay at Meter’s while in the city , therefore I came to the conclusion that you were in the city also. I received the Delaware Republican of the second inst. (which you had the kindness to send to me) on the _______. I was very much pleased with it’s contents especially with the words in pencil mark (sic) At Home Again . Since I last wrote to you we have retreated from the front. We remained but two weeks at Catletts Station , but had more duty to perform here than we would have had, if we had remained on the front. On the 12 inst. while I was on Picket between Catletts Station and Kettle Run at midnight we received orders to fall back slowly to Camp,  when we arrived we found the Brigade in line and marching toward Warrenton Junction. Our first impression was that we had been relieved from R.R. Guard and were going to the Rapidan. We were however soon convinced that we were mistaken, for hardly had we arrived at the junction when we formed a line of battle on our left flank and shortly afterwards the whole Army’s Wagon Trains moved toward the rear. At two P.M. 13th inst. the Advance Guard  of our Army passed us , we remained in a position until five P.M. when we marched in the rear of the 1st Army Corps to Kettle Run which is six miles from Warrington Junction.  At daybreak on the 14th inst. we took up our line of march and during the day passed Bristoe Station, Manassas Junction, crossed the famous Bull Run Battlefield and the Run itself and arrived at Centerville (sic) at five P.M. after an eighteen mile march. Here we formed a line of battle and bivouced (sic) for the night.

During the day our rear guard and the Rebel Vanguard fought hard at Rappahannock Station. On the 15th at daybreak we marched through Centerville (sic) and formed a line of battle on our right flank and on the Battlefield of Chantilla (sic) 1862. At 8 A.M. firing was heard in the direction of Catlett Station. This was continued until dark when it ceased. It rained all night and all day and night of the 16th..  Yesterday and last  night we were working hard throwing up rifle pits (sic) and making batteries .Meade now invites Lee to give battle but it seems he does not care about doing so. When he does come and attack us he will wish he had never seen Chantilla (sic) and Centerville (sic) . Some think Lee intends another invasion  of Maryland and Pennsylvania but I think last 4th of July gave him as much of the old Keystone State as he wanted.  He is satisfied with both Pennyslvania and Maryland. I think Lee has made these demonstrations for the purpose of reinforcing Braxton Bragg and also to prevent us from reinforcing Rosencranz (sic). While we were at Catletts we were hourly expecting a Guerilla (sic) attack and were on guard and picket duty every day. The Moseby (sic) (John Singleton Mosby, then a major in the CSA) Guerrrillas made a raid in our rear at Fairfax and captured ten Army Wagons. This is  however only a report. Sometimes Mary I sit down and write a long letter to you in a few minutes, and at other times I might sit all day and would not write a letter to suit me. All the boys are anxious to go into Winter Quarters next month and nearly all of us are counting the weks and days until our time…..

(NOTE: IT APPEARS A PAGE OR PAGES ARE MISSING AT THIS POINT IN THE LETTER)

We expect war with France after the Rebellion and there will be many of the Veterans of 61,2 &3 who will once more follow the glorious old Stars and Stripes against the French ensigns.  I may safely say that they will be victorious as the French do not understand our manner of fighting and what they call a Battle we call a Skirmish. They fight one or two battles and Peace is proclaimed by the conquered party, but when we fight a battle it last at least two or three days and a week. We we are beaten and forced to retreat we rally again and fight as hard as ever and at length are victorious, surely no European Army can do so for when they are once beaten, they can never rally on the next day and therefore lose the day.

I hope you have had a pleasant afternoon and that you will be pleased with___________ (Emily?) Dickenson’s speech. I have never heard her speak and if I was home now I think I would spend the afternoon in the Lecture Room. I am well and wonder often what you are doing during a storm while I am in the open air taking a good wetting for the good of my country. I sometimes laugh at myself and think if you could see me during a storm and after a long march you could not help laughing at the ridiculous figure. I know that I would not be very much pleased, if a young lady should happen to pass by after I was dripping wet. I should be very apt to hide as soon as possible. When you write to Dr. Cummins send my best respects. Give your love to your Mother, Father and sisters, also to Mrs. Meyer and family when you write and hoping you will accept love and a kiss yourself.

I remain

Yours truly

Adolph   

