1st Brigade 3rd Division 6th Army Corps

line of Battle on Antietam Battlefield of 1862

23rd Rgmt Pennsylvania Vols.

July 12th 1863

My dear Mary,

I received your kind and most welcome letters dated July 2nd & 5th this morning although I had written to you yesterday in expectation of mail being sent today. I concluded I might as well answer these two while everything is quiet along the lines of our Army. We have at present the 1st 2nd 3rd 5th 6th 8th 11th and 12th Army Corps drawn up in line of battle, our Corps is what may be called the right centre, being in line of Battle on both sides of the Boonsboro & Hagerstown Pike and along the Antietam, the 1st & 11th are on our Right while the 2nd 3rd 5th 8th 11th & 12th are on our left. Since yesterday morning everything has been quiet but few shots have been fired. It is too quiet to last any length of time presently we expect to see the storm of War burst in full fury upon our devoted heads. I am glad to hear that I have not offended you by addressing you in the manner I have been doing also that my poor letters written in the field prove interesting to you at all, whatever it is in my power to let you know at any time concerning Army movements I shall always be happy to let you know but I am afraid that all I do & will know will be very little,  for an elistedman, is expected to be present to fight and must know as little concerning the movements of the Army as possible. By this time you will most assuredly have received one of the letters which I sent to you since the Battle of Gettysburg (sic) & I hope you will receive them all for in them I have written everything that I knew of Army movements from time to time.

On the 5th when you were writing your letter, we were marching on towards the mountains after having found that Lee & his Army had retreated. I can easily concieve (sic)the difference between the two places, first having reality before me, which was the Battlefield of Gettysburg (sic) with its dead,dying and wounded men and the bodies of horses, ammunition,muskets and broken Artillery scattered in every direction and then I thought of your beautiful home in another part of Pennsylvania, where everything was quiet, the air scented with the sweet perfume of many flowers and the warble of beautiful birds was heard from almost every tree top, what a contrast to any save but a soldier. In pursuing the morning papers  you may perhaps find among the list of wounded of the 23rd Rgt PV, the name of Corp. Anthony Schaffer of H Co, he stood next to me and was the first man wounded in the Regt. You will also find the name of 1st Lieut. Joshua R Gansed (spelling?) among the numbers killed, he was a particular friend of mine, a solid shot from the rebs cannon struck him in the shoulder and killed him instantly, both were young men and considered among the bravest by all who knew them. Mrs. Meyer has a photograph of Lieut. Gansed in her possession which I sent home a year ago.  I would like to be present when those young gentlemen who handle their muskets with so much grace are being drilled, some of them should satisfy their curiosity by coming here and taking a good look at the Army of the Potomac. I think they would not care about being one of it number. Citizens at home when they see one of the soldiers always see him in his best condition,when he has had an oppritunity to brush up his clothing and make himself look neat, but on a march on the line of Battle he has no oppritunity to do so,&  certainely they all look like a parcel of ragamuffins. I am glad to hear that Dr. Cummings has been appointed to a good position,  in about one year I hope to shake hands with him. I must close my letter although having a great deal more to write I have not time to do so. My love to Father,Mother,sister and a Kiss included to yourself.

I remain

     Yours Truly

          Adolph Pommer

              Sgt h co 23rd PV.

To

  Miss Mary R. Yearsley   

