4th Brigade 1st Division 6th Army Corps

23rd Regt Pennsylvania Volunteers

Encampment in Line of Battle near

Weldon & Petersburg R.R.

June 27th, 1864

My dear & darling sister Marie,

I have not received one of your letters since the Coal Harbor (sic) Battle in fact two (in which ours is one) of our Regiments have received no mails since we joined the Army those letters which did come occassionally (sic) are only stray ones the Postmaster General at Washington does not know where our two regiments are, and this accounts for our non receipt of mails. My last letter was sent to you from our position on the extreme right wing of the Army of the Potomac (proper) when we were only three fourths of a mile from Petersburg, Va. You will remember that I then stated that we would be relieved from our position at that point but not go to the rear for we marched all night and portion of the next morning and when we halted we found ourselves in a very dense woods on the extreme left of the Army, the woods must be nearly 6 miles wide we formed line of Battle had some skirmishing and were busy throwing up entrenchments, we moved forward and backward day & night for three days before this our proper line, here we are entrenched and the Rebs are four miles from us on our front so there is no danger in a surprise. We have a regular encampment and the men are now enjoying the advantages of a rest and have a chance to wash our clothing although the water is dreadful scarce, the water we drink is dug for and then it is composed of tree sap and about two thirds of sap to one  third of water and has the combined taste of the Pine, poplar oak, hickory trees and you can easily imagine that it is not very agreeable. The weather is exceedingly hot and when I was on the skirmish line day before yesterday I nearly roasted. I do not know what to say or think now about the movements of this Army but I have an idea that Grant will not try to take Petersburg now and I have and  (sic) idea that the 6th Army Corps will leave the Potomac Army. I hope so and the sooner the better for when Sedgwick was Killed the name of the 6th Army Corps died with him, you would scarcely imagine that there was a 6th Corps in the Potomac Army, no mention of it is made in the papers and nobody seems to notice it here. Even at Coal Harbor (sic) where our Brigade with the Division charged the enemy so fearlessly the charge is attributed to Barlow’s Division of the 2nd Corps and had the Division not rallied and worked day and night afterwards with such zeal I am sure I am sure the defeat would not have been attributed to Barlow’s Division but to the 1st  Division 6th Corps. I sent my application for leave of absence for my commission in U.S.C. Troops forward today but I scarcely expect to get it.  however I will hope it comes back safe and approved, for I long to see my dear Sister Marie once more.  I do not think there will be much fighting if any to do for several months, for the weather is getting entirely to (sic) hot, for the Armies to do anything in this part of the country. The Sanitary Committee is doing a great deal for the troops  they supply us with vegetables and pickles, tobacco and pipes and what is so exceedingly necessary for men’s health in this part of the country. They give us a small quantity of lemons and Whisky to put in our drinking water. I have not written to Mrs. Meyer since we left Belle Plain. I would write had I the stationary to do so. Well dear Sister I must close this scrawl as I wish this letter to go by the mail today. Give my love & a kiss to dear mother and also love to Father and Sisters and with love and many Kisses to my dear, darling Sister Marie

I am as ever

   Brother Adolph

To Marie B. Yearsley

      Willow Dale

Remember me to Mrs. Miller when you see her.          

