                                                                                                  Camp 61st Regt.

                                                                                                  March 30th, 64

Dear Brother Willie

         I hear that he (you) is (are) angry at me for not writing. So I will try to. Retrieve my good name, and if possible raise my self in his (your) estimation. Although there is nothing to write about. I will endeavor to fill this sheet. This is Wednesday evening and The “Reg mt” is as usual in a drunken Condition. There is more drunken men seen in this Regt., in one day, than you see in a month at home. There was a huge fight in the Company this evening 2 of the veterans were cheating the Conocriph at bluff, in other words “Gambling”. When the Conney . found out the old men were too much for them they pitched in and a general fight was the Consequence, there was black eyes and bloody noses made in a very short time. The officers seem to encourage Gambling, if it were not for the looks of the thing, they would play with the men. They (officers) are decidedly inferior to the Privates, morally speaking. You at home will naturally think that I and Dick surrounded as we are by such men we will be led to decimate as they do, but such is not the fact. I never did or never will play or drink although it is poked at us every day. Our Cap. C. L. Priene is and has been drunk ever since we came back from Mine Run, he is a drunkard of the lowest order.

              Last night was a very Rainy night and as a matter of Course I was on guard. Got saturated to the skin, my Over Coat is not dry yet, but the heat of my body will dry it by morning. The strength of the 61st Corps is 35,000 effective men, the present strength of the Army is 100000 men. By the time spring opens the Army of the Potomac will number 150,000 men then. Look out for fun. There will be wailing and weeping and gnashing of teeth. Why! “Lee” and his followers will no more hold us in check, than fly. We will wade through them or break a leg. It is the Prevailing opinion of each and every man in the Army that the war will be ended in the Summer.

             George informed me this evening that Lizzie Hilyard was Joined in the Holy bonds of wedlock on Thursday by “Horse” Henry of Philadelphia. Willie enclosed he (you) will find my Warrant. Which he (you) will please hand Mother and tell her to put it in a way for me and be very Careful not to Loose it.

              There is (are) 830 men in the Reg mt. Write soon and tell me how your (you) are getting on with the work. I will help you husk Corn this fall. Tell me what you are working at. 

              Well I will close, please give my love Kindly to Mother Father and all the Rest especially darling little baby “dickey”.

               I remain very affectionately

                         Thy Brother Milton     

