From Joshua S. Garsed

To Joshua Garsed Esq.

     Bullitt & Fairthorne

     32 So. 3rd
     Philada                                                                             Camp near Fredericksburg

                                                                                               Va. Thursday Jany 15th/1863

My dear Father,

          I have just got in from picket dury. Please send me on at once my two commissions, as 2d Lieut & lst Lt.

         By a recent Act of Congress the officers have to go through certain forms and it is necessary to have our commissions to do; as soon as they get done with them at Headquarters, I will return them. We received two months pay to day (September & October). I received $214.53. The government still owes us Two hundred and fifty dollars. Of this sum $201. goes to pay my just debts. That you may not think I am a spendthrift I will explain to you how it is disposed of. $110. for my watch & chain (that debt I will put off no longer)

$54 for servants hire and satables at the for a space extending a little over two months before I was taken prisoner. $34 for winter clothing.

My debts of course will not be so great next pay day. With regard to my watch, it will soon be paid for, and will be my own. Should I not live to return I wish you to dispose of it as you deem best amongst your children or with yourself or mother. It was bought with hard earned money, and I hope that on no consideration it will be sold out of the family should I not live to claim it.

     Please let me know who wears it and whether care is taken of it? I made a vow five or six years ago not to buy a watch till I could get a gold one.

     I was often tempted to buy a cheap silver watch, but as often concluded not to do so, and at last I did get a good one.

       Your letter of Monday the 12th has just reached me. I acknowledged receipt of the in a former letter!!! I wear my uniform on picket  but with a private’s blue great coat over it. I am always cautious on such duty. I will do as you suggest about the feminine correspondence, I thank you for your advice. I have not seen Dorr and do not know where he is, or anything of him. I am glad to hear you speechify a little at the Lyceum. They will run you for Congress some day if you only talk to them enough. That is all that is required. If you get to Congress you can easily be made a Brigadier General. That is the way they do it now!!! The soldiers grumble about the emancipation proclamation but it amounts to nothing as yet, -- and I think never will. They must have something to grumble about. It is almost as necessary as their daily rations.

       Had you better not write Uncle Blunt (George Blunt) about my majorship? His last words to me were, “Joshua I will make a major of you.” Did you ever explain to him or Georgy the misunderstanding about my leave of absence? Perhaps he is still resting under a false impression and thinks that I was guilty of acting in an unofficerlike manner. I will write Aunt Catharine soon. Love to all.

                                                                         I am

                                                                                My dear father

                                                                                 Your affectionate son

                                                                                          Joshua S. Garsed

Send the commissions directed to Co B 23 2 PV

Cochranes Brigade, Newton’s Division. Send them in a large envelope as soon as you possibly can via Washington.

