From Joshua S.Garsed

To Frank B. Garsed

     Care of Messrs. Bullitt & Fairthorne

     32 South 3rd Street

     Philadelphia                                                                                     Camp on Picket

                                                                                                                   Dec. 27th 1862

Dear Frank,

        Will you not oreder a dozen of my pictures at Gutekunsts. I have promised several away but did not redeem my promise. Let me know the expense and I will refund at once.

         Make the following deposition. Send four (4) dollars to Tillie Hart, one to Adele Jones, and one to Aunt Erben. Keep the balance to await orders. I am in command of a battalion of pickets consisting of six officers and part of every company in the regiment. The rebel pickets are in sight but they do not fire on us nor we on them.

         I caught a man asleep on his post night before last, but I kept his secret on learning that he was a new recruit. The sergeant was to blame for not warning him. I was sent out on picket on Christmas morning, a nice way of spending it truly!

        The enemy celebrated it in style judging from the yelling we heard in their camps.

        I received a letter from you enclosing one directed to J. L. Garsides, -- it was not for me. Why do you not write more. Send me a few postage stamps when you write.

        How is Miss Adele J. Have you cut me out since I left?

        Love to all.                                              Yours truly, 

                                                                                 Joshua S. Garsed

                                                                                Co. B 23 2 P. V.

                                                                                Newtons Division

                                                                                 via Washington D. C.       

