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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
My Fellow Hibernians, Well, summer is finally 
here, and the days are beginning to get hotter! 
I hope everyone has a planned vacation to relax 
from the stresses of work; planned days at the 
sea shore or daily visits to the pool, or just 
having a grand family event for the summer. 
Also, over the summer months, there abounds 
many Irish cultural festivals, which one could 
attend to celebrate their Irish heritage, and 
partake in friendship, great Irish food and 
drink, and possibly do an Irish dance or two!  
 

I would like to congratulate and welcome our newest member, Sean Flynn to our 
division. Sean was indoctrinated into our Order in the April meeting.  
 
On June 24th and 25th, Timothy Brennan, planned and coordinated a table set-up 
at the Celtic Fling at the Renaissance Faire. Many thanks to Tim and his volunteers 
for their time and effort, and representation at this annual event.  
 
On Sunday, July 9th, Kathleen O’Connell will be hosting this year’s AOH/LAOH 
picnic. The picnic will start at 2 pm. The picnic was originally scheduled for June 
25th.  So, re-set your calendars for this event. For directions contact Kathleen at 
either 717-725-2698 or koconnell@homesales.com  
.  
Also, for the good of the order, there will be an Irish Fest sponsored by the Berks 
Irish on Saturday, July 15th at the Willow Glen Picnic Grove in Sinking Spring. The 
chairperson of this event has contacted me regarding the need for volunteers for 
many positions. Also, I am looking for several volunteers to park cars at this event. 
If interested in volunteering call me directly at 484-663-3992. Any volunteers will 
receive free admission and food and drink amenities. For those AOH members 
attending any Irish Fest this summer, take the opportunity to discuss with potential 
members the benefits of becoming a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
and joining our Division.  
 
In August, we will again have our annual Lady of Knock Mass on August 20th at 9am 
Mass. This year, the Mass will be held at the Alvernia College chapel. There will be 
more information on the Mass arrangements and the dinner following the Mass 
forthcoming at future meetings or email 

http://www.berkscoaoh.com/
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communications. Father Bowman has committed to 
performing the Mass.  
 
In September, the annual Irish weekend in North Wildwood 
will be held. More information on this event will be 
forthcoming, along with registration materials.  
 
Lastly, we have reserved a date on October 14th to stage a 
Burger Burn at Sam’s Club in Temple. This will be a fundraiser 
to provide monies for our charity funding and future 
operational functions. Volunteers will be needed all day to 
prepare hot dogs and burgers, along with a need for a truck 
to haul grills and materials. Please advise me if someone can 
help with the truck and grills. We will begin to start planning 
this event and acquiring needed food items and paper good 
donations.  
In closing, I want to thank all members of our Division for all 
they do to contribute their time and effort to represent our 
Division and share our Irish culture. Hopefully, everyone has 
a wonderful summer!  
 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,  
Kerry Williard, President 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
All members are reminded that membership fees for 2017 
are now being accepted.  Dues remain at $25.00 per year. 
You can forward dues to:  

St. Brendan's Division #1 
P.O. Box 14961 

Reading, Pa. 19612-4961 
Please make all checks payable to Berks Div. 1, AOH.  For 
information on dues payments call Joe McCarthy at 610-927-
5224.  All inquiries will be held in strictest confidence. 
 
We ask all members to keep us informed of any changes in 
mailing addresses or phone numbers.  We continue to get 
returns from the post office as undeliverable as addressed, 
and it cost extra money to re-mail.   We also ask our members 
to recruit new members, which is the life-blood of our 
division.   If you need assistance contact our organizer John 
Mackey or any officer.   Applications are available on our 
website www.berkscoaoh.com 
 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Prayers are requested for following person who have 
requested to be listed in our prayer list.  Included in the list 
are members, family of members and members of the LAOH.  
They are: Deacon John Murphy, William Beam, Henry and 
Eleanor Trexler, Henry & Rita Mullen Lee and Patricia 
Garrigan, Patricia Dore, Julie Miller, John and Mary Walsh, 
Mary Collins, Bill & Pat Carroll, and all family members and 
members who are in need of prayers.  
 
Special prayers are asked for the following deceased 
members and their families: Martin McHale, Marguerite 

Rice, Pat Brennan, John Ritz Father of our Chaplain Fr. 
Eugene Ritz, and all the deceased members of the AOH-
LAOH of Berks County. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
07/04/17 Independence Day 
07/14/17 General Membership Meeting – Reading 

Sokol’s – 7:30pm 
07/15/17 Berks Celtic Fest Willow Glen Park 11-9pm 
08/11/17 General Membership Meeting – Reading 

Sokol’s – 7:30pm 
08/20/17 38th Annual Mass to honor “Our Lady of Knock” 

@ 9AM – ALVERNIA COLLEGE CHAPEL  
09/04/17 Labor Day 
09/08/17 General Membership Meeting – Reading 

Sokol’s – 7:30pm 
09/13/17 Commodore John Barry Day -AOH Holiday 
10/13/17 General Membership Meeting – Reading 

Sokol’s – 7:30pm 
10/14/17 Burger Burn fundraiser – Sam’s club  
11/10/17 General Membership Meeting – Reading 

Sokol’s – 7:30pm 
11/11/17  Veteran’s Day – Thank a Vet today! 
  
IRISH HISTORY  
THE INCREDIBLE FIONN MacCUMHAILL - WARRIOR 

OF THE FIANNA 
Fionn MacCumhaill (sometimes also known as Finn McCool) as 
the greatest leader of the Fianna, the ancient warrior band 
of old Ireland.  
 
The name Fionn is taken from the Gaelic word that translates 
as 'fair' possibly referring to lightly colored hair. Fionn was 
the son of Cumhaill who was a leader of the ancient Fianna, a 
band of mercenary warriors who lived apart from the rest of 
Gaelic society.  
 
The Fianna never owned lands and were famous for their 
generosity. They travelled every road of Ireland, visiting 
every place and knew the entrances to the Otherworld.  
Fionn's mother was Muirne, who was daughter to Tadg Mac 
Nuadat, a druid. Cumhaill had kidnapped Muirne when her 
father refused him permission to wed. Outlawed by the High 
King of the time, Conn of the Hundred Battles, the 
subsequent battle of Cnucha resulted in the demise of 
Cumhaill by Goll MacMorna, who assumed leadership of the 
Fianna.  
 
The now pregnant Muirne was exiled and was placed under 
the care of Fiacal MacConchinn, Cumhaills brother-in-law. 
After bearing her child Muirne left him in the care of his 
new family and a warrior woman named Liath Luachra, who 
was responsible for teaching him the ways of war and the 
Fianna.  
 
He was also tutored by Finnegas, the druid poet who had 
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spent years searching for the 'salmon of knowledge', a 
mythical creature that could endow all of the knowledge of 
the world.  
 
Eventually he caught the fish and instructed the young Fionn 
to cook it for him. While cooking the fish over the fire he 
scalded his thumb on the hot flesh and instinctively put the 
thumb to his mouth, instantly gaining the wisdom long sought 
after by Finnegas. 
 
As an adult Fionn traveled to Tara, seat of the High Kings of 
Ireland. For 23 years the fairy Aillen razed the site to the 
ground every Samhain having first lulled its guards into 
slumber with her music. Fionn managed to defeat Aileen 
however, by keeping himself awake by piercing his own skin 
with the point of his spear, and lay awake all night by leaning 
on it thus.  
His nobility was recognized and Goll MacMorna, who was still 
leader of the Fianna, stepped aside to allow Fionn assume his 
rightful place. Goll even gave Fionn his home at the Hill of 
Almu as recompense for the death of his father.  
 
His most famous wife was Sadbh who had been turned into a 
deer by the druid Fer Doirich. While out hunting, the hounds 
of Fionn, Bran and Sceolang, recognized the deer as a once-
human form, since they too had once been human.  
 
Fionn did not kill the deer who was then immediately 
transformed into his beautiful wife. She bore him a son, 
Oisin, who later became one of the greatest of all of the 
Fianna. The druid Fer Doirich returned however and re-cast 
Sadbh as a deer who then vanished into the forest forever.  
 
Later in his life the reigning High King, Cormac Mac Airt, 
promised Fionn the hand of his daughter Grainne. It was not 
to be however as Grainne and Diarmuid Ua Duibhne, another 
of the Fianna, eloped with Fionn in pursuit.  
 
The matter was resolved when Fionn allowed the lovers to be 
together, only for him to take revenge in later life by not 
using his powers to heal Diarmuid and prevent his death, 
after he had been gored by a boar.  
 
Fionn is credited with creating the Giants Causeway as 
stepping stones from the North of Ireland to Scotland. 
Another legend tells how he threw a large piece of the land 
into the sea at an enemy, that piece of land becoming the 
Isle of Man. The hole left behind by the clump of land he 
threw became Lough Neagh.  
 
The death of Fionn MacCumhaill is shrouded in mystery. One 
legend suggests that he is not dead but merely sleeping in a 
cave under Dublin, ready to strike back against Ireland's 
enemies.  
 
The legends and stories of Fionn MacCumhaill have never 

been forgotten and he remains one of the most powerful 
figures in Irish mythology.  
 
BY-LAWS AMENDMENT 
During our meeting of June 9, 2017, the following 
amendment to our by-laws was adopted after meeting our 
requirements set forth in our by-laws.  The Endowment Fund 
is amended as follows: 
SECTION 3.  ENDOWMENT FUND 

a. In order to perpetuate a constant source of revenue 
for the Division, St. Brendan’s Division #1, Berks 
County, has established an Endowment Fund.  The 
Principal amount for this account is $6,690.62 as of 
February 10, 2017, received in a series of 
contributions over time since January 1, 1991, 
predominantly from Division #1 members. 
 

b. Additional principal monies for this account may be 
received by direct gift, fund raising activity, or by 
testament in a will. 
 

c. Principal monies shall be maintained in a distinct 
account or accounts, separate from the operating 
account and other accounts of the Division. 
 

d. Principal monies shall be invested in accordance with 
The Endowment Fund Policy, which shall be 
maintained as part of the financial records of the 
Division. 
 

e. The Treasurer shall oversee all monies, investments, 
and properties of the Endowment Fund, including 
future contributions and inheritances, and shall 
ensure that investments are prudently made in 
accordance with The Endowment Fund Policy. 
 

f. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the ongoing 
administration and investment of the Endowment 
Fund, including reviewing and updating The 
Endowment Fund Policy with the Finance Committee 
Trustees and Officers of the Division no less 
frequently than annually. 
 

g. The Treasurer shall bear the ultimate responsibility 
for administration, investment, accounting, and 
reporting of Endowment Fund status and activity to 
the Officers and members of the Division, no less 
frequently than annually. 
 

h. Principal monies shall never be withdrawn, other 
than a Permanent Liquidation as described below in 
“paragraph j,” but earnings of the fund, including 
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interest, dividends, and capital appreciation, may be 
withdrawn from The Endowment Fund and deposited 
in the general account of the Division. 
 

i. Members who contribute a cumulative total of four 
hundred dollars ($400.00) to The Endowment Fund 
shall be considered Life Members of the Division 
and shall be exempt from dues payment so long as 
the Division remains in existence.   

j. In the event St. Brendan’s Division #1 is dissolved 
or disbanded and no longer exists, it is understood 
that all monies, investments, and property acquired 
by The Endowment Fund shall be donated in a 
Permanent Liquidation to a charity or charities, as 
directed by the current Finance Committee and 
contributors to the Endowment Fund. 

The Endowment Fund Policy mentioned is in the hands of the 
Treasurer and can be viewed by contacting him during a 
meeting.  Any suggestions, or changes should be directed to 
the President for further discussions during our April 
meeting. 
 
NEWSLETTER  
We are beginning our 28th year of publishing our newsletter, 
and once again we remind our members and friends that the 
sole intent of our newsletter is to keep you informed on the 
comings and goings of our division.  When possible, we also 
try to keep you abreast of what is happening in our immediate 
area and in Ireland.  The articles published within are meant 
to be informative and as accurate as possible.   
 
We direct you to the list of supporters on the last page of 
our newsletter.  Thanks to their support our newsletter is 
made possible.  If you would like to join our list of supporters 
for the first time, our rates remain the same $12 for patron 
ads, and $50 for business card ads.   
 
IRISH HISTORY  

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF   
OUR LADY OF KNOCK, QUEEN OF IRELAND 

On the evening of August 21, 1879 Mary McLoughlin, the 
housekeeper to the parish priest of Knock, County Mayo, 
Ireland, was astonished to see the outside south wall of the 
church bathed in a mysterious light; there were three 
figures standing in front of the wall, which she mistook for 
replacements of the stone figures destroyed in a storm. She 
rushed through the rain to her friend Margaret Byrne's 
house.  

After a half hour Mary decided to leave and Margaret's 
sister Mary agreed to walk home with her. As they passed 
the church they saw and amazing vision very clearly: 
Standing out from the gable and to the west of it appeared 

the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and St. John. The figure of 
the Blessed Virgin was life-size, while the others seemed to 
be neither as large nor as tall. They stood a little away from 
the gable wall about two feet from the ground. The Virgin 
was erect with her eyes toward Heaven, and she was wearing 
a large white cloak hanging in full folds; on her head was a 
large crown.  

Mary Byrne ran to tell her family while Mary McLoughlin 
gazed at the apparition.  Soon a crowd gathered and all saw 
the apparition. The parish priest, Archdeacon Cavanaugh, did 
not come out, however, and his absence was a disappointment 
to the devout villagers. Among the witnesses were Patrick 
Hill and John Curry. As Patrick later described the scene: 
'The figures were fully rounded, as if they had a body and 
life. They did not speak but, as we drew near, they retreated 
a little towards the wall.' Patrick reported that he got close 
enough to make out the words in the book held by the figure 
of St. John.  

An old woman named Bridget trench drew closer to embrace 
the feet of the Virgin, but the figure seemed always beyond 
reach. Others out in the fields and some distance away saw 
a strange light around the church. The vision lasted for 
about three hours and then faded.  

The next day a group of villagers went to see the priest, who 
accepted their report as genuine; he wrote to the diocesan 
Bishop of Tuam; then the Church set up a commission to 
interview a number of the people claiming to witness the 
apparition. The diocesan hierarchy was not convinced, and 
some members of the commission ridiculed the visionaries, 
alleging they were victims of a hoax perpetrated by the local 
Protestant constable! But the ordinary people were not so 
skeptical, and the first pilgrimages to knock began in 1880. 
Two years later Archbishop John Joseph Lynch of Toronto 
made a visit to the parish and claimed he had been healed by 
the Virgin of Knock.   

In due course many of the witnesses died. But Mary Byrne 
married, raised six children, living her entire life in Knock. 
When interviewed again in 1936 at the age of eighty-six, her 
account did not vary from the first report she gave in 1879.  

The village of Knock was transformed by the thousands who 
came to commemorate the vision and to ask for healing for 
others and themselves. The local church was too small to 
accommodate the crowds. In 1976 a new church, Our Lady 
Queen of Ireland, was erected. It holds more than two 
thousand and needs to, for each year more than a half million 
visitors arrive to pay their respects to the Blessed Virgin.  

The Church approved the apparition in 1971 as being quite 
probable, although it has never been formally stated. The 
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Shrine at Knock is opened year round. In 1994 three life-
sized statues were erected of Our Lady, St. Joseph and St. 
John. 

THE HAIL MARY IN GAELIC  
Sé do bheath' a Mhuire, atá lán de ghrásta 

tá an Tiarna leat. Is beannaithe thú  
idir mná agus is beannaithe toradh do bhruinne losa.  

   A Naomh Mhuire, a mháthair Dé, guí orainn na peacaithe, 
anois is ar uair ar mbás. Amen. 

 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF KNOCK, IRELAND  
OUR LADY OF KNOCK, Queen of Ireland 

Brighter than worlds of sunburst beaming- 
 Fairer than myriad fair stars gleaming- 

 Whiter than floods of moon waves gleaming- 
 Lovelier far than the loveliest seeming- 

Vision of love, of a pure heart's dreaming- 
The blight of the night of lost life redeeming- 

Our Lady of Knock! 

Thy beauty the heavens and earth transcending- 
Purer than crystalline dews descending- 

On the lips of the virgin rose low bending- 
Softer than rays of the rainbow blending-  
Tint into tint, in the heavens depending- 
Sweeter than incense clouds ascending- 

When the organ its silvery peal is lending- 
To the aid of the supplicant voice attending- 

Our Lady of Knock! 

In the least of thy charms more wonders combining- 
Than the mightiest mind in its art designing- 

Fairer than milk white lilies entwining- 
Their petals of gold round their heart's snow lining- 

Cherubim, Seraphim, all outshining- 
Far above mortals, or angels divining- 

Our Lady of Knock 

"Queen of all queens", bespeaks thy brow- 
Virgin of Virgins, we fervently vow- 

To thy service each day that our lives allow- 
Life of our life! To thee we bow- 

Hope of our joy! We hail thee now; 
Love of our heart's deep love art thou- 

Our Lady of Knock 

Consoler of Erin! Art thou not so? 
Come in the night and the might of our woe- 

In the storms that blast, and the winds that blow, 
O'er our poor motherland drooping low, 

Forsaken of friend, derided by foe- 
Thy mercy show, and relief bestow- 

On the hearts that break, and the eyes that flow, 
With tears - still the fears that their sad souls know- 

Our Lady of Knock! 

 
CELTIC OYSTERFEST 
This year’s Oysterfest will be held on Saturday July 15th 
from noon to 9pm.   Admission is $10 at the gate, $8 if 
tickets purchased in advance.  This annual event is sponsored 
by the Berks County Irish American Home Association and 
will be held at the Willow Glen Park in Sinking Spring. 
 
As usual there will be plenty of great Irish Entertainment 
Food and Liquid Refreshments.  Naturally there will also be 
an ample supply of vendors selling Irish and Celtic gifts. 
 
St. Brendan’s LAOH and AOH will be hosting an informational 
booth to promote Irish Heritage Culture and membership in 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  We invite all to stop by 
and say hello, and if you are so inclined volunteers are needed 
to help out. 
 
ST. BRENDAN FUNDRAISER 
Plans are underway for our April fundraiser to be held at 
Sam’s Club on October 14, 2017.  We will be selling hot dogs 
and hamburgers and soft drinks outside the store from 
10:00am until 3:30pm.  President Kerry Williard is 
coordinating this event and we are in need of volunteers to 
work two hour shifts. This particular Saturday is the day 
after our October meeting and as usual Sam’s Club will be 
busy, a great opportunity to sell product. Unfortunately, 
right now we don’t have enough volunteers to pull this off. 
We need at least 10 people working a minimum 2 hour shifts 
or longer. So I am putting out the call for donations and 
volunteers to make this fundraiser a success. Also if anyone 
has a gas grill, pop up tent or tables, we can use them. 
Otherwise I have to rent these items. Donation of cut up 
onions for hot dogs and hamburgers, hamburger patties, hot 
dogs or soda would also be appreciated, as well as rolls, 
cheese slices, paper supplies water, soda, ice coolers utensils 
etc.  Cash donations accepted in lieu of merchandise 
donations.   
Kerry can be contacted at the following Phone – 610-678-
4590, or e-mail: shamokin71@aol.com 

mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ROSARY 
As a youngster, I learned that St. Dominic was given the 
Rosary by the Blessed Virgin, and accepted that story of 
invention by divine intervention. Many years later, I learned 
that anecdote was only an austere version of the true story, 
simplified for young minds. The true origin of the Rosary is 
quite different, more interesting, and predates St. Dominic!  

Theologians have traced the origin of the Rosary back to the 
Ninth century, and a form of prayer that evolved in the 
monasteries of the early Irish church. Prayer and labor filled 
the days of the Irish monks, and one of the most important 
forms of monastic prayer was the daily chanting of the 150 
psalms of David. Lay people around the monastery would hear 
the psalms every day as they were sung or recited, and the 
beauty of this form of prayer intrigued them. They yearned 
to join in, but the psalms were too long to memorize, copies 
could not be found since printing was rare, and few knew how 
to read Latin anyway. The lay people were however, 
determined to adapt this prayer form for their own use.  

Sometime around 800 AD, the people's desire to participate 
led to their reciting The Lord's Prayer in response to every 
psalm recited by the monks. As this form of devotion became 
popular, people began to carry leather pouches of 150 
pebbles, in order that they might keep count of their daily 
prayers when they were not in hearing distance of the 
monastery. A thin rope with 150 knots became less of a 
burden and soon replaced the bag of stones. The Celtic 
infatuation with the number three, soon saw the prayer rope 
evolve into a rope of 50 knots to be said three times, and 
this became an accepted standard.  

When the Irish missionary monks began to travel and 
evangelize Europe, this form of devotion was brought with 
them. In some areas, clergy and lay people began to recite 
the Angelic Salutation, which makes up the first part of the 
Hail Mary in response to the psalms. St. Peter Damien, who 
died in 1072, was the first to mention this form of prayer, 
the popularity of which led to the daily recitation of 50 
Angelic Salutations on a knotted or beaded prayer string.  

During the 13th century, the recitation evolved into yet 
another form. Medieval theologians began to interpret the 
150 psalms as veiled prophesies about the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, and they composed a series of 
psalters, or praises, based on each interpretation. Soon 150 
psalters in honor of Mary were also composed. In order to 
fit the existing prayer string, the psalters were divided into 
three "rosariums" or bouquets of 50 each. This was the form 
that St. Dominic knew, and promoted.  

With the Church's emphasis on unity, it was inevitable that 
a planned combination of all the prayer forms was prescribed 
as a standard. The first step toward that standard took 

place about 1365 when Henry of Kalkar, Visitator of the 
Carthusian Order, divided the 150 salutations into decades 
of 10, with an Our Father preceding each. Around 1409, 
another Carthusian named Dominic the Prussian, wrote a 
book which attached a psalter of 50 thoughts, about the 
lives of Jesus and Mary, to a Rosarium of 50 Hail Mary’s. The 
division of the 50 Hail Mary’s into five groups of ten, or 
decades, with an Our Father before each, gave the modern 
Rosary its form, yet the evolution was not over.  

In 1470, the Dominican, Alan of Rupe, founded the first 
Rosary Confraternity, thereby establishing the Dominican 
Order as the foremost missionaries of the Rosary. Then, 
during the Renaissance, the medieval form of a thought for 
each bead was abandoned in favor of a shorter version with 
a thought for each of the fifteen decades. These thoughts 
took the form of narratives, one of the most popular sets of 
which was written by St, Louis de Montfort around 1700. The 
fifteen narratives were divided into five Joyful, five 
Sorrowful, and five Glorious mysteries in the lives of Jesus 
and Mary, and the Rosary itself became a string of 50 beads 
to be prayed three times, with each time representing one 
of the three sets of mysteries. 

In spite of centuries of evolution and change, the Rosary's 
Irish origins are still evident. The number of Hail Mary’s in 
the Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious mysteries still total 150 
- the exact number of psalms chanted by the early Irish 
monks in their monasteries, and answered by the faithful 
Irish outside in a responsorial pattern that became today's 
most popular form of devotion. It is significant that when 
Mary visited Knock in 1879, she was holding a Rosary.  

Today there are four sets of mysteries, the latest being the 
Luminous Mysteries said on Thursday’s throughout the year; 
The Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan; The Wedding at 
Cana, Christ Manifested; The Proclamation of the Kingdom 
of God; The Transfiguration of Jesus; and The Last Supper, 
the Holy Eucharist. 
On June 13, 1917 when Our Lady appeared at Fatima, she 
asked that an additional prayer be added after each decade 
of the Rosary: “O My Jesus, forgive us our sins. Save us from 
the fires of hell, take all souls to Heaven, and especially 
those most in need of your mercy.” 
 
The Five First Saturdays - Mary's Great Promise at 
Fatima. The Five First Saturdays are intended to honor and 
to make reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary for all 
the blasphemes and ingratitude of men. 
This devotion, and the wonderful promises connected with it, 
were revealed by the Blessed Virgin at Fatima, a small village 
in Portugal. Our lady appeared to three children there in 
1917, and one of the little girls, Lucy, tells us that Our Lady 
said: 
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“I promise to help at the hour of death, with the graces 
needed for salvation, whoever on the First Saturday of five 
consecutive months shall: 

1.   Confess and Receive Communion. 
2. Recite five decades of the Rosary (Joyful    

Luminous, Sorrowful, or Glorious Mysteries) 
3. Keep me company for fifteen minutes while 

meditating on the Mysteries of the Rosary, with 
the intention of making reparation to me.” 

 
“THE DAY OF THE ROPE” THE MOLLIE MAGUIRES 
Mollie Maguirism dropped to its death on the gallows at 
Pottsville and Mauch Chunk on the morning of June 21, 1877. 
After a quiet night, residents of Pottsville were astir early. 
Many of the miners employed by the Philadelphia and Reading 
Coal and Iron Company were forbidden to leave their work. 
Citizens from many of the surrounding towns were present 
however, and at 8 o’clock the community presented a holiday 
appearance. 
 
The throngs crowded about the county prison but very few 
of them were admitted. Soldiers were stationed everywhere 
to offset whatever trouble might arrive.  Long before 
daylight, relatives of the condemned men, from 
grandparents to grandchildren, gathered on the steps of the 
jail. They were admitted for a last interview at 5 a.m. It 
lasted until 7:30, when final partings took place amid groans, 
lamentations and shrieks. 
 
The doomed ‘Maguires’ arose early, partook of hearty 
breakfasts and then prepared themselves with their 
spiritual advisers. 
 
A contrast presented itself at Mauch Chunk, when the 
residents of that town-then a famous summer resort-awoke 
to behold a community full of drunken miners.  Many of the 
persons walking the streets were armed with pistols or other 
weapons of protection because of threats that had been 
made to avenge the deaths of the Mollies. 
 
Indeed, the men executed were canonized by their 
associates and were held up as martyrs to a good cause, 
rather than despised for their wickedness. 
 
Chester N. Farr, private secretary of Governor Hartranft, 
and secretary of the state board of pardons, who appeared 
at the prison, however, provided the sensation of the day. 
Rumors were current that he carried a reprieve for one of 
the men.  Later it was learned the reprieve was for Thomas 
Duffy, whose counsel had appealed to the governor, saying 
Duffy was convicted on the uncorroborated testimony of 
Jimmy Kerrigan, “the informer.”  The reprieve was to be 
used, however, only in case one of the other men made a 
confession, clearing Duffy of any complicity in the murder of 
Frank Yost, the Tamaqua policeman. 
 

Duffy actually was escorted from one cell to another in 
which his companions were confined to see if they would 
make any statement. He also was one of the last two to die, 
in case that a confession might be made on the gallows.  
Although James Roarity did declare Duffy was innocent, his 
declaration was not thought sufficient. Duffy died and the 
reprieve remained in Farr’s pocket. 
 
Altogether, the hangman’s noose tightened around the 
throats of 10 men-six at Pottsville and four at Mauch Chunk, 
until that time there had been only two previous executions 
in Schuylkill County and none whatsoever in Carbon County. 
 
The gallows at Pottsville was a new affair, and the beams 
were so arranged that two men could be swung off from 
each, thus enabling the sheriff to prevent any delay of the 
horrible act.  The men who died at Pottsville were James 
Boyle, Hugh McGeehan, James Carroll, James Roarity, 
Thomas Munley and Thomas Duffy. 
 
A tremor through the crowd at 10:54 a.m. announced that 
the gruesome event was about to begin. No one knew in what 
order the men were to die until they actually appeared.  Boyle 
and McGeehan emerged from a prison yard. A batch of 
officials and the sheriff came first, then two members of 
the clergy. The condemned men walked firmly. They mounted 
the stairway leading to the platform and placed themselves 
on either side of the dividing line. 
 
Priests on Hand: It was a curious sight. The priests in black 
cassocks, white surplices and white black stoles, with white 
crosses on either end, prayed fervently. 
 
McGeehan, a large burly man, was dressed in a dark blue suit. 
His companion was attired in black. In one hand McGeehan 
carried a large, beautiful, dark-red rose, which he held to his 
nose continuously, seemingly finding comfort in its pleasant 
odor. 
 
The head keeper at the prison kissed both men good-bye. 
Other officials shook them by the hands. The courthouse 
clock was just tolling 11 when the trap was sprung.  Boyle 
turned to McGeehan and said, “Good-by, old fellow, we’ll die 
like men.”  In response McGeehan whispered, “I hope I will; 
you need not be afraid.”  He then faced the audience and, 
with not the slightest quaver in his voice, added: “Gentlemen 
I have only a few words to say. I have nothing to say about 
my innocence or guilt. I ask forgiveness of the whole world. 
I ask all Christians to pray to God for me and ask forgiveness 
of my sins.”   
 
Boyle then spoke up, saying, “That is about what I have to 
say. I forgive those who put me here. I hope they will forgive 
me.”  Ten minutes later Boyle was pronounced dead.  But 
McGeehans death must have been a terrible one. He twisted 
his hands, handcuffed as they were, drew his shoulders 
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upwards, and his body jerked convulsively. It was 15 minutes 
before his body was cut down. 
 
At 11:51 the second sheriffs’ jury filed forth. Carroll and 
Roarity followed. The men stood on the gallows without the 
slightest suspicion of a tremble. Tears glistened in Roarity’s 
eyes. Yet he appeared fearless.  Gaining confidence, he 
addressed the spectators and tried to clear Duffy, saying: 
“Well, gentlemen, I want to talk a few words. I stand here 
before the public and must say the truth. Tom Duffy is 
blamed for giving me money to shoot Yost. I must say that I 
never heard him talking about Yost or the shooting.” 
 
Carroll spoke in a low voice, saying, “I die an innocent man. As 
for the persons who put me here, I hope God will forgive 
them and me too.” Carroll handed a written statement to one 
of the priests. In it, he thanked the prison officials for their 
kindness during his confinement. He also expressed his 
appreciation to the lawyers who defended him and closed 
with a profession of his innocence.  At 12:23 p.m. Carroll was 
dead. Roarity joined him four minutes later. 
 
At 1:10, Munley and Duffy began their march to the scaffold. 
Duffy, a pleasant faced, rather handsome young man, wore a 
black suit and had a white rosebud pinned to the lapel of his 
coat. Munley, a larger man, also was attired in black.  The 
drop fell at 1:18. At 1:33 both men were pronounced dead. 
They died without a struggle. 
 
The four men who paid the extreme penalty at Mauch Chunk 
were: Alexander Campbell, Michael Doyle, Edward Kelly, and 
John Donohue, who was known as “Yellow Jack.” 
 
The gallows were not as large as the one at Pottsville and 
were arranged differently. The four men died together.  The 
ropes were so arranged that Campbell and Doyle would drop 
about two feet, six inches. Donohue and Kelly fell a little 
more than three feet. 
The trap was sprung at 10:48 a.m. and instantly the four 
bodies dangled in mid-air. Campbell and Doyle died after 
shaking violently for about two minutes, and seeing this a 
priest stepped forth and anointed his hands, as it to ease 
the physical pain with a religious ceremony.  Kelly kicked less 
violently than Donohue. None of them made any final 
statements. 
 
At the expiration of 14 minutes the four men were 
pronounced dead. It was learned the fall dislocated the 
necks of Campbell and Doyle, while the other two died of 
strangulation.  The bodies were cut down at 11:30 and placed 
in coffins, which had been brought into the corridor of the 
county prison.  A little later they were removed to the 
railroad station nearby and the community resumed its 
tranquility. 
And while all this transpired, Jack Kehoe, body master of 
the Girardville division and high constable in that community, 

paced a cell in Schuylkill County prison, where he was held, 
having been found guilty of murdering a man named Langdon, 
15 years previously. 
 
At his trial, Kehoe, a handsome man with cold Grey eyes, 
whose appearance belied the desperate character which 
later developments showed him to be, was found to have had 
a hand in nearly all the crimes committed in Schuylkill County 
since 1873. 
 
From what records are available, a writer of fiction who 
would attempt to portray Kehoe in his true colors would be 
charged with drawing an exaggerated type of the hardened 
criminal.  Several weeks later he, too, met the same fate, 
which befell the other Mollies. 
 
And a year later Pat Hester and his two companions who were 
convicted in Columbia County of slaying Rea, the Centralia 
mine boss, at a watering trough along the Mount Carmel-
Centrailia highway, also were hanged. And thus the backbone 
of Mollie Maguirism was broken. 
 
It was all due to McParlan, the detective, whose efforts led 
to the arrests of about 70 persons. Besides the sentences 
imposed on those already mentioned, four were convicted of 
murder in the second degree; four of being accessories to 
slayings; 16 of conspiracy of murder; six of perjury; one of 
assault with intent to kill; eight of aiding and abetting a 
murder; one of assault and battery; one for aiding in the 
escape of a murderer, and several others for lesser crimes. 
 
The executions disrupted the organization, which although it 
continued for some time after never again had any power. 
The dull thuds of the in-falling traps told a mute story that 
the murderers had met a fate as violent as that to which 
they had consigned their victims and in perfect keeping with 
their lives. 
 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
Over the next three months the following members will 
celebrate birthdays 
        JULY            AUGUST                SEPTEMBER 
Msgr. Stephen Radocha   Michael B. Riley           Richard P. Flannery 
Father Robert Finlan       Andrew Scott             John Walsh 
James A. Gilmartin          Father Eugene Ritz     Timothy M. Kelly 
Robert J. McHale            Sean Flannery             James D. Caherly 
Philip K. Gunning          John J. McHale            Ray Butterworth 
Michael J. Cawley          John F. McCormack      Daniel R. Flannery 
Joseph M. McGee            Timothy J. Dillon         John J. Dore 
Robert C. McIntyre         John E. McGuire 
 
NEW MEMBER 
Cead Míle Fáilte to our newest member, Brother Sean Flynn 
who was initiated into our order during our June meeting.  
Sean is keeping up a family tradition since his father is also 
a member of the AOH in our Bristol PA division.  
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.SUPPORTERS OF ST. BRENDAN'S NEWSLETTER 
 
Thanks to the support of the following patrons and advertisers, our newsletter is possible. Your continued support of our 
advertisers will be greatly appreciated 

PATRONS 
Fr. William Campion 04/19 

 (St. Brendan's 1st Chaplain) 
Timothy J. Brennan 2/16 

James Caherly 01/18 
Shay Caherly 01/18 
Rory Caherly 01/18 
Robert Devlin 01/18 

Clare P. Flannery 04/17 
Richard Flannery 01/18 

J. Phillip Gallagher, 06/18 
Alice Henry-L.A.O.H. PA. Past President 12/18 

Joseph & Bernice McCarthy 08/17 
John J. McHale 12/16 
John Mackey 01/18 

Henry Mullen Sr. 8/17  
Rita Mullen 2/18 

Mary Jo Mullen 2/18 
Gerard O’Neil 01/18 
John Purcell 02/18 

Len & Bryn Weckel 03/18 
Rita Mullen Wise 08/17 

_______________________________ 
C o m p l i m e n t s  of  

SHAMROCK FARMS STORAGE 

MICHAEL H. MOORE 
e-mail mikehmoore@comcast.net 
 120 OLD STATE ROAD 

610-779- 3349 
_________________________________________________ 

C o m p l i m e n t s Of 
Attorney  

Robert D. Katzenmoyer 
Serving all of your legal needs 

READING, PA 19606 
610.451.9267 

_____________________________________________12/18 
Your business card Ad 

Could be placed here for just 
$50 per year 

For information call 610-927-5224 
Or send info to jgmccjr@comcast.net 

 
 

BERKS CELTIC 
FESTIVAL 
13Th AnnuAL FESTIVAL 

SATuRdAy juLy 15, 2017 
(RAIn oR ShInE) 

11Am-9pm 
WILLoW gLEn pARK 
SInKIng SpRIng, pA 

 
FEATuRIng gREAT CELTIC muSIC, IRISh dAnCERS, 

pIpES And dRum mARChIng BAnd 
gREAT Food, REFREShmEnTS And VEndoRS 

VISIT ouR WEBSITE WWW.BERKSCELTICFEST.oRg 

38th ANNUAL MASS  
TO HONOR  

"OUR LADY OF KNOCK 
 QUEEN OF IRELAND" 

Saturday August 20, 2017 -9:00am. 
Bernadine Chapel,  Alvernia College 

Reading, PA 19611 
Sponsored by The Ancient Order of Hibernians  

& Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
St. Brendan's Division #1, Berks Co., PA 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

mailto:jgmccjr@comcast.net

	Visit our Website www.berkscoaoh.com
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________
	Volume XXVIII/Tóirt/Fiche a hocht - Issue #1/Eagrán a haon - Iúil/Lunasa/Méan Fómhair –July/August/September 2017
	OFFICERS
	CHAPLAIN
	ORGANIZER
	PAST PRESIDENT

	MEMBERSHIP
	REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
	COMING EVENTS
	IRISH HISTORY
	IRISH HISTORY
	A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE STORY OF   OUR LADY OF KNOCK, QUEEN OF IRELAND
	CELTIC OYSTERFEST
	This year’s Oysterfest will be held on Saturday July 15th from noon to 9pm.   Admission is $10 at the gate, $8 if tickets purchased in advance.  This annual event is sponsored by the Berks County Irish American Home Association and will be held at the...
	As usual there will be plenty of great Irish Entertainment Food and Liquid Refreshments.  Naturally there will also be an ample supply of vendors selling Irish and Celtic gifts.
	St. Brendan’s LAOH and AOH will be hosting an informational booth to promote Irish Heritage Culture and membership in the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  We invite all to stop by and say hello, and if you are so inclined volunteers are needed to help out.


	ST. BRENDAN FUNDRAISER
	THE ORIGIN OF THE ROSARY
	BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

	PATRONS
	James Caherly 01/18
	SHAMROCK FARMS STORAGE

	MICHAEL H. MOORE

	e-mail mikehmoore@comcast.net
	Your business card Ad

	BERKS CELTIC
	FESTIVAL
	13th annual festival
	Saturday july 15, 2017
	(rain or shine)
	11am-9pm
	Willow glen park
	Sinking spring, pa
	Featuring great celtic music, irish dancers, pipes and drum marching band
	Great food, refreshments and vendors
	Visit our website www.berkscelticfest.org
	TO HONOR
	"OUR LADY OF KNOCK
	Bernadine Chapel,  Alvernia College
	Reading, PA 19611

	Sponsored by The Ancient Order of Hibernians

