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Le gach Dea-Ghui i gcomhair na Nollag is na hath bhliana 
(With every good wish for Christmas and the new year) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
As we approach the end of 2016 and the advent of 2017 
begins, we tend to reflect on our accomplishments of the past 
year, and begin to focus on our resolutions for the coming New 
Year.  Our Division had a busy year of activities and 
contributed to a few charitable causes. The New Year will 
bring new challenges for our organization.  Financial and 
increasing our membership will be the two critical focuses for 
us.  I want to thank the officers of St. Brendan ‘s Division for 
their tireless efforts in performing their varied 
responsibilities and duties for their respective positions, and 

helping to make our business operations successful.   
 
First, I would like to congratulate Robert Katzenmoyer on being selected as our “Hibernian of 
the Year.”  Robert has made many contributions to our organization and supported our efforts 
over the years.  On March 12, 2017, Robert will be honored at the Holy Name Breakfast staged 
at the Doubletree Hotel in Reading.  
 
Second, I would like to thank both Hank Mullen and William Carroll for their planning and 
coordination of the December 4th Christmas Party at Ganley’s Pub.  It was a terrific time and 
well attended by membership, spouses, and members of the LAOH.  The food selection was 
fantastic, and enjoyed by all in attendance. Also, we had a surprise visit by Santa Claus - 
Robert Houlihan, who graciously allowed us to sit on his lap and tell him what we wanted for 
Christmas!  Also, he was in high spirits and gave us a pre-Christmas present. 
 
Third, the potential disaster of not having either a meeting place and/or storage space due to 
the Reading Elks closing was averted.  Next month – January 13th – and going forward we will 
be meeting at the Slovak Catholic Sokol Home Association. Our monthly meetings will continue 
to be held on the second Friday of each month at 7:30 pm.  I hope to see a better attendance 
for meetings at our new meeting hall. It is encouraged that you support the Sokol Home 
Association by becoming a member of their organization.  Also, many thanks to Michael Moore, 
who graciously gave us free storage space at his place of business – Shamrock Storage.  Also, 
thank you to the members who came to the Elks to package our possessions and transport 
these boxes to the storage facility.  
 
Fourth, our AOH Division helped to sponsor a Christmas tree for the Reading Museum 
Christmas Around the World Fundraiser.  AOH members along with members from the Berks 
Irish American Home Assoc. and LAOH contributed Christmas decorations and time to 
decorate the tree for this event.  It is hopeful this sponsorship will provide an awareness of 
the Irish culture at Christmas time, and provide some exposure to our organization for 
potential new members.   
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Fifth, as we move forward in the next quarter, we will be planning 
for such activities as the Holy Name Breakfast, the Girardville St. 
Patrick Day parade, a burger burn fundraiser, and St. Brigid Mass.  
Your attendance and help in planning these activities will be 
appreciated.  
 
Lastly, as we move into the holiday season, let us remember those 
less fortunate than ourselves, and do some goodwill gesture for 
making someone’s life a little better for the season.  Volunteer some 
time for a charity, provide a gift to a needy child, or give some food 
or monies for a needy family.  Charity from the heart is the spirit 
of this holiday season, and your thoughtfulness and provision of a 
needed item or time will serve to make someone’s life a little 
brighter.  
 
 In closing, I want to thank the members of our Division for all that 
they do for our organization.  Also, as I serve my second year as 
President, I look forward to working with the membership to make 
this a very successful and enjoyable year for our Division.  
 
I hope everyone has a Blessed Christmas and an enjoyable holiday 
season.  I wish all of you and your family a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year!                                               

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 
Kerry Williard, president 

NEW OFFICERS – 2017 (AOH) 
The following officers were elected during Novembers 
meeting and will serve during the coming year: 

Chaplain – Fr. Eugene Ritz 
President – Kerry Williard 

Vice-President – Leonard J. Weckel 
Recording Secretary – James D. Caherly (Acting) 

Financial Secretary – Joseph G. McCarthy 
Treasurer – John J. Dore, JR 

Marshall – Henry J. Mullen 
Sentinel – James M. Scott 

Standing Committee Chair – Robert J. McHale 
Organizer – John C. Mackey 

FFAI – James D. Caherly 
Missions & Charities – John P. George 

Catholic Action/Pro Life – Henry J. Mullen 
 
NEW OFFCIERS – 2017 (LAOH) 
 

President – Maryanne Welch 
Vice-President – Betsy Paolini 

Secretary – Bryn Weckel 
Treasurer – Maureen Caherly 

Financial Secretary – Rita Wise 
Historian – Bonnie Collins 

Missions & Charities – Peg Devine 
Catholic Action – Mary Pearsol 

Sentinel – Carolyn Toplak 
Mistress at Arms – Philomena Cushin 

 

NEW MEETING LOCATION 
Please be advised that effective Friday January, 13, 2017, All 
meetings for St. Brendan’s Division #1, AOH will be held at the 
Reading Sokols, 411 Crestmont St. Reading.  All meetings will begin 
promptly at 7:30pm. (Crestmont St. is in the Milllmont section of 
the City and can be located by turning right at Trooper thorn’s Pub 
and going to the next corner and turn right.  Club is half way up the 
block on the right side of the street.)  
MEMBERSHIP 
As we approach the end of another successful year, we at St. 
Brendan’s Division #1 thank all members who have kept their annual 
membership fees current.   
 
As I write this newsletter, the 2017 membership cards have just 
arrived and will be mailed prior to January for those who have 
submitted their dues in advance.  As soon as dues are received from 
this point on cards will be mailed to all who are incompliance.  Dues 
are the lifeblood of our division and we thank all who have submitted 
in a timely fashion.  If you submitted dues for 2017 and haven’t 
received your card please contact me, or if think you are in arrears, 
please call Joe McCarthy at 610-927-5224 in confidence. 
 
Please make all checks payable to Berks Div. 1, AOH. And forward 
to: 

Joseph McCarthy, Financial Secretary 
437 Elmer Circle 

Reading, PA 19605-9116 
 
Likewise, we ask all members to keep us informed of any changes in 
mailing addresses or phone numbers.  We also ask our members to 
recruit new members, which is the life-blood of our division.   If you 
need assistance contact our organizer John Mackey or any officer.   
Applications are available on our website www.berkscoaoh.com 
 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Prayers are requested for following person who have requested to 
be listed in our prayer list.  Included in the list are members, family 
of members and members of the LAOH.  They are: Deacon John 
Murphy, William Beam, Henry and Eleanor Trexler, Lee and Patricia 
Garrigan, Patricia Dore, Monica Dore, John and Mary Walsh, 
Leontine Groff, Hope McHale, Mary Collins, Julie Miller, Donna 
Dillon, Pat Carroll, Sue Caherly, Sister of James Caherly, Dr. Richard 
Flannery, and all family members and members who are in need of 
prayers.  
 
Special prayers are asked for the following deceased members and 
their families: John Haile, Tess O’Connell, Martin McHale, Barbara 
Dore, Jean Morrison, Steve Robinson, Leroy Campion father of our 
first Chaplain Fr. William Campion, John Ritz father of Chaplain Fr. 
Eugene Ritz, and all the deceased members of the AOH-LAOH of 
Berks County. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
01/01/17 Happy New Year 
01/13/17 General Membership Meeting – Slovak Catholic 

Sokol’s 7:30pm 
02/04/17 St. Brigid’s Mass – 4pm Alvernia College Chapel 
02/10/17 General Membership Meeting – Slovak Catholic 

Sokol’s 7:30pm 
02/14/17 Valentine’s Day 
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02/19/17 39th Anniversary of founding of St. Brendan’s 
03/01/17 Ash Wednesday – Lent Begins 
03/10/17 General Membership Meeting – Slovak Catholic 

Sokol’s 7:30pm 
03/17/17 St. Patrick’s Day 
04/09/17 Palm Sunday 
04/14/17 General Membership Meeting – Slovak Catholic 

Sokol’s 7:30pm 
04/16/17 Easter Sunday 
05/12/17 General Membership Meeting – Slovak Catholic 

Sokol’s 7:30pm 
05/14/17 Mother’s Day 
05/29/17 Memorial Day 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
St. Brendan’s annual Christmas party was held on Sunday December 
4th at Ganly’s Pub in State Hill.  Although the crowd was smaller than 
previous years, a good time was had by all.  This year’s special 
attraction was a visit by FR. CHRISTMAS WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
THE GIFT EXCHANGE. 
 

 
(Brother Robert Houlihan – Fr. Christmas) 

2016-2017 “HIBERNIAN OF THE YEAR’ 
During the Christmas Party our “Hibernian of the Year” was 
announced for 2016-2017.   
 
This year’s “Hibernian of the Year” is no stranger to the members 
of St. Brendan’s Division #1, AOH of Berks County.  Since his 
initiation into our division our awardee has been an active and 
supportive member.  He became a true Hibernian in 2003 when he 
completed his Shamrock and Round Tower degrees.  
 
He was instrumental in our efforts to form the St. Brendan’s Home 
Association, the forerunner to the present day “Berks County Irish-
American Home Association” which is now an independent Irish 
American Fraternal Organization Which was incorporated in 2005 
through the efforts of our “Hibernian of the Year”.        
Our awardee has been an active member of his community for many 
years.  His participation and leadership in a host of community 

organizations, including the AOH, is guided by two principles, His 
Faith and Family. 

A life-long member of St. Catherine of Sienna Parish, he served on 
the Home and School Organization board of the school.  He has been 
active in the church community as a Minister of Hospitality and 
leading and participating in countless fundraisers and events.  He is 
also an integral part of their CYO program, as a player, coach, and 
parent. 

He is a graduate of Central Catholic High School.  He remained 
active in the CCHS community for many years, He served as 
Freshman Basketball Team and as member of the CCHS Advisory 
Board.  He spent countless Friday nights as a volunteer at CCHS 
Football games as a dedicated member of the Boosters Club. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree from Alvernia University and 
graduated from Temple School of Law in 1982.  He has practiced law 
in Berks County for over 30 years. 

If you ask our “Hibernian of the Year” what his greatest 
accomplishment is, he will say “HIS FAMILY.”  He and his wife Lonnie 
are the proud parents of five grown children and eight 
grandchildren. 

It gives me great pleasure to present our annual award to a member 
who exemplifies the true meaning of our Order, Friendship, Unity 
and True Christian Charity. 

Brother Robert D. Katzenmoyer 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
All members are reminded that applications for college scholarship 
awards will be accepted for our annual Daniel J. Flannery 
Scholarship award for 2017.  Applications can be requested in 
writing from our Division President Kerry Williard.  Please mail 
requests to: 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 
P.O. Box 14961 

Reading .PA 19612-4961 
 

The Scholarship is open to all children and/or grandchildren of 
members in good standing for students who will enter their 
freshmen year of college in August/September 2017.  To be eligible, 
candidates must be enrolled in a college or university whose 
curriculum is not in conflict with the teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the A.O.H. in America. 
 
Applications will be accepted through St. Patrick’s Day 3/17/17 and 
must include a brief essay on “What it means to be an Irish Catholic 
in today’s society.” 

IRISH HISTORY 
LIGHTS FROM THE PAST -by Mike McCormack 

There are more than just Christmas lights illuminating the darkness 
as the sun rises on the Winter Solstice in Ireland.  On December 21, 
a marvelous event occurs at Bru na Boinne.  On a hill in the Boyne 
Valley of Co. Meath stands a complex of three monuments to the 
early settlers of Ireland, and their civilization: Knowth, Dowth and 
Newgrange.  Built more than 5000 years ago, they are among the 
oldest man-made, still-standing structures on the 
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planet.  Newgrange is surrounded by enormous standing stones.  A 
magnificently carved curbstone lies before the entrance to its 65-
foot passage which runs to the center of the mound where three 
chambers are formed of interlacing stones.  The passage is the most 
interesting part of the structure for it is inclined at precisely the 
proper angle to align astronomically with the rays of the rising sun 
on the winter solstice.  At dawn on December 21, the shortest day 
of the year and the point at which the power of the sun begins its 
annual return, the rising sun’s rays shine through a portal above the 
entrance, travel along the inclined passage and illuminate a symbol 
on the rear wall.  This only happens on December 21 and partially on 
the two days before and after.  And it has been happening precisely 
at that time for the past 5000 years or more.  At other times of 
the year, the rising sun casts shadows on the curbstone from the 
standing stones indicating the times for planting, harvesting and 
other events. 

Ancient Irish manuscripts say it was built by the Tuatha De Danann, 
early inhabitants of Ireland who were such an advanced civilization 
that the Celtic settlers who came after them considered them 
magical and guided by the heavens.  Today, we know that part of 
their ‘guidance’ came in the form of their advanced knowledge of 
astronomy – knowledge unsurpassed in the known world at the 
time.  To the Celts, Brugh na Boinne was a domain of the gods, a 
palace of the otherworld, and a burial place of Chieftains.  Knowth 
and Dowth are also astronomically aligned with celestial 
events.  Knowth, the oldest mound of the three was built some 500 
years before Newgrange and is also astronomically aligned with the 
setting sun on the winter solstice. 

Despite the amount of verifiable information available on this 
historic site, some still stand with their backs to Newgrange, and 
stare in awe at Stonehenge, marveling at the antiquity of a site 
constructed 1,000 years later.  Or they wonder at the pyramids 
which were only started hundreds of years after Boyne Valley 
monuments were completed.  Finally, in 1989, the New York Times, 
which is ever slow to credit Irish accomplishments, noted that a 
British journal had announced that the astrological alignment of 
Newgrange appeared to be by design rather than by 
accident.  Welcome aboard!  Now that we’ve got their attention, it 
might be time to tell them about the other sites! 

The Bru na Boinne complex is only one of four major passage tomb 
sites in Ireland.  The others are Lough Crew, Carrowkeel and 
Carrowmore. They all date from before 3000 BC; all consist of 
cruciform (three) chambers at the end of a passage and are covered  
in most instances by a mound.  A unique style of stone carvings is 
found on all, including lozenge shapes, leaf shapes, and circles, some 
surrounded by radiating lines.  At Lough Crew, Co. Meath there are 
also three parts on hilltops – Carnbane East and West and the third, 
less well preserved, is at Patrickstown.  The cairn in Carnbane East 
is directed to receive the beams of the rising sun on the spring and 
autumnal equinox – the light shining down the passage and 
illuminating art on the back wall. 

Carrowkeel in Co. Roscommon is a beautifully situated megalithic hill 
top passage tomb cemetery, consisting of 14 passage cairns, all are 
round except one, which is a long oval shape consisting of a forecourt 
and cruciform passage grave. This is a classic Irish passage tomb, 
consisting of a passage leading to a central chamber with three 

equally spaced side chambers.  The most interesting feature of this 
tomb is a portal above the entrance, just like the one at Newgrange, 
but unlike Newgrange this one is aligned to the midsummer sunset. 

Carrowmore in Co. Sligo is the largest and one of the most important 
megalithic sites in Europe.  Over 60 tombs have been located and 
the oldest pre-dates Newgrange by 700 years.  This Bronze Age 
cemetery holds the largest collection of megaliths in Ireland – a 
mixture of passage graves and dolmens – and is the second largest 
cemetery of megalithic tombs in Europe.  Researchers place the bulk 
of the megaliths in Carrowmore at between 4300 and 3500 BC, more 
in keeping with Neolithic dating but still unusually early. The whole 
scene is overlooked by Listoghil and Queen Maeve’s tomb on 
Knocknarea – the largest tomb in Ireland. 

December 21s has come and gone.  Perhaps Brugh na Boinne will 
finally deliver its annual message from the sun telling man that the 
days will now get longer and the long night of winter is coming to an 
end.  Hopefully the long night of ignorance about Irish 
accomplishments is ending as well. 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY COMMUNION BREAKFAST 
St. Brendan’s Division #1 has been invited to join with our fellow 
Catholic Organizations, The Holy Name Society of Berks County and 
the Knights of Columbus to join forces to participate in a Communion 
Breakfast to be held March 12, 2017 at the new Doubletree Hotel 
in Reading.  We invite comments from our members and urge all to 
join with us for this event.  A Mass will be held at the hotel, 
celebrated by a Jesuit from the Novitiate in Wernersville followed 
by the Communion Breakfast and a short program later.  In addition, 
since St. Brendan’s Division #1 will observe the 38th Anniversary of 
our re-organization on February 19, 2017, the Communion breakfast 
would be a fitting tribute for the occasion.    For now, please let us 
know if you are interested in participating. During the brief 
program, we will be honoring our 2017 “Hibernian of the Year” 
Brother Rob Katzenmoyer, and presenting our annual award at that 
time.  We are hoping for a large turnout from our membership for 
this momentous occasion.  Please call Joe McCarthy at 610-927-
5224 for reservations.   This will be a family oriented event. 
 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
The names of members who are celebrating birthdays during the 
next two months are listed below.  We have acquired the information 
from our membership applications, so if there are any corrections 
or errors please advise. 
 
    JANUARY                   FEBRUARY                   MARCH 
1st. Joseph Fleming   15th. Dennis Mulligan   4th John D. Purcell 
3rd Joseph P. Riley     18th William Cardiff   7th Fr. Joseph Whalen 
7th John C. Mackey    27th Michael McHale   8th Michael B. Riley 
8th Fr. John Gibbons                                       10th Christopher Costello 
14th Patrick Moss                                        12th James A Doyle 
15th Robert Flanagan                                   14th Kevin McHale 
17th Craig Wolf          14th Shawn P. Dillon 
17th Thomas Franey, JR         23rd Dennis O’Brien 
24th John G. Shuff          25th Brian McHale 
28th Michael Moore                                     26th William Carroll 

                                                       30th Edmund Ettinger 
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STATE BOARD CALENDARS 
As we have over the past several years, St. Brendan’s will once again 
sell State Board Calendars.  We encourage all who would like a 
calendar to order yours early since they go fast.  The calendars are 
based on the Pennsylvania Daily number and sell for $40. The 
division’s Hibernian Hunger fund will receive a $5 commission an all 
sales.  All monies go to provide Holiday meals to the needy of our 
community during the Thanksgiving and Easter holidays ($500 each 
holiday).  Please contact Division Financial Secretary Joe McCarthy 
for your calendar, call 610-927-5224, or by e-mail at 
jgmccjr@hotmail.com 

The numbers available are as follows: - 053, 089, 235, 254, 397, 
421, 465, 484, 523, 526, 543, 579, 759, 797, 826, 829, 844, 897, 
928, 953, 992 

DECEMBER IN IRISH HISTORY 
by Mike McCormack National Historian -AOH in America  
 
December is a memorable month for the Irish for it marks the 
celebration of the birth of Christ.  Yet, there are other dates in 
December that are also significant.  For example, it was on 
December 24, 1601, that the most significant battle in Irish history 
was joined.  It was the Battle of Kinsale.  It put an end to Ireland’s 
hopes for independence at the time and destroyed Gaelic 
aristocracy forever.  And it was all due to a tactical blunder. 

The conflict known as the Nine Years War was waged for a variety 
of reasons. The Irish wanted independence from English rule, the 
English wished to further increase their lands in Ireland and the 
Crown had been attempting the suppression of Roman Catholicism 
since Henry VIII broke with Rome in December 1538.  In 1587, 
Spain threatened to invade England and Elizabeth knew she could 
not muster her full forces against the Spanish while the threat of 
rebellion existed in Ireland.  She controlled much of the south, but 
the major clans of the north remained uncertain.  The largest of 
those clans were the O’Neill’s whom it was hoped were loyal since 
their leader, Hugh, had been raised by the Crown, schooled in English 
values, and returned as Earl of Tyrone.  The next largest were the 
O’Donnell’s of Donegal and to insure their behavior, 15-year old Red 
Hugh – heir to its Chieftaincy, was kidnapped and held hostage in 
Dublin Castle.  The third largest clan were The Maguire’s and a force 
would be sent against their clan seat at Enniskillen.  What the 
English didn’t realize was that O’Neill’s English training had taught 
him English duplicity and treachery and he had been building 
alliances throughout the land to insure his security. 

On December 25 1591, Red Hugh O’Donnell escaped from Dublin 
Castle and early in the new year he was brought to O’Neill who 
escorted him to Hugh Maguire, and safe passage home to Donegal 
and a clan now anxious for revenge.  In May 1593, standing on the 
Rock of Doone, the inaugural stone of the Clan O’Donnell, he received 
a title higher than any foreigner could give – the ancient title of The 
O’Donnell, Chief of Donegal.  The Maguire, Chief of Fermanagh was 
the first of the northern chieftains to take up arms when the 
English captured Enniskillen, his fort at the Gap of the North – the 
main access to Ulster. 

O’Donnell answered Maguire’s call for aid, and the two Hugh’s swept 
across Ulster driving the English before them; they broke through 

the Gap of the North and recaptured Enniskillen.  They next moved 
on Fort Monaghan, and the English sent reinforcements.  They met 
at the Battle of Clontibert, where the English saw, for the first 
time, the Red Hand of O’Neill among the clan standards.  Hugh 
O’Neill had cast off the title, Earl of Tyrone, and took the ancient 
title of The O’Neill, Chief of Tir Owen; the northern alliance of the 
three Hugh’s was complete with England’s trusted Earl of Tyrone at 
their head.  The last remaining Irish War Chieftains were now a 
national force with O’Neill commanding 1,000 horse-soldiers and 
7,000 foot-soldiers at a time when the entire English force in 
Ireland was less than 2,000.  In 1596, O’Neill swept through the 
north and each blow was echoed by O’Donnell and Maguire in the 
west. 

In 1598, a reinforced English army of 4000 foot and 300 horse met 
the combined Irish forces at the Yellow Ford on the Callan River in 
Armagh.  What happened next had never happened before in 
Ireland.  On August 14, the English were outmaneuvered, outgunned, 
outfought, and out-generaled.  It was not the undisciplined hit and 
run style of the Irish and the recognition of Irish supremacy caused 
panic among the English troops.  The Battle of Yellow Ford resulted 
in 3,000 English casualties and the loss of all arms and 
supplies.  More than a victory, it was a national triumph.  The 
Queen’s army had been destroyed, the north was O’Neill’s, and all 
Ireland awaited his army of liberation.  As Berlith wrote in The 
Twilight Lords, the defeat was the greatest military disaster of 
Elizabeth’s reign.  She was not on the brink of losing Ireland after 
Yellow Ford; she had lost it and would now spend a fortune to regain 
it.  In 1599, Elizabeth sent Lord Essex with 16,000 troops to 
destroy O’Neil.  In Louth, the armies met and O’Neill called for a 
parlay.  The two leaders met and, though what was said will never be 
known, when it was over Essex and his army returned to Dublin.  In 
defiance of Elizabeth, he had granted a truce!  She accused him of 
cowardice, as Essex returned to England to lead a rebellion against 
her.  Had O’Neill proposed such a plan to avoid conflict with 
Elizabeth, who was now an old woman?  He had already negotiated 
with her successor, James Stuart of Scotland, and may have 
offered Essex a position in the new reign in return for a truce until 
Elizabeth’s death. 

By 1600, O’Neill had won Ireland back, though there was still a small 
English presence; the only obstacle between him and independence 
was an old woman who would not die.  As Essex was sent the Tower, 
Elizabeth poured men and money into Ireland until she found the 
leader she sought.  He was Lord Mountjoy, a commander whose 
campaign has never been forgotten as all things Irish – crops, homes, 
and cattle – were wantonly destroyed.  In September 1601, the long-
awaited Spanish aid O’Neill had requested arrived, but they were 
too few and landed at the wrong place: Kinsale in Co. Cork.  Mountjoy 
bottled them up and O’Neill raced his tired forces south to relieve 
them.  The Spanish Commander unwisely attacked on December 24, 
drawing O’Neill into the battle prematurely.  The mistake cost 
Ireland the victory which would have left her independent.  The 
Maguire was killed, The O’Neill had suffered his first defeat and 
the new Irish nation was dealt a mortal blow in its infancy.  Red Hugh 
went to Spain to seek more aid and O’Neill kept up guerilla raids 
hoping to outlive the aging Elizabeth.  Offers of leniency were 
refused by O’Neill, but when he learned that O*Donnell had been 
poisoned in Spain, the greatest Irish Chieftain of his age came to 
Mellifont Abbey on March 30, 1603 and surrendered to Lord 
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Mountjoy.  He pledged obedience on April 3 and after the ceremony 
of submission was told: Elizabeth of England had died on March 
24!  Catholic James Stuart of Scotland was now James I of 
England.  O’Neill had won and never knew it.  He had outlasted the 
Queen only to be tricked into submission by Lord Mountjoy before 
agreements with James could be ratified.  Had the December Battle 
of Kinsale been won, Ireland would have been free.  Instead, the only 
thing in her immediate future was the Flight of the Earls and the 
destruction of Ireland’s Gaelic system of sovereignty – but that’s 
another story! 

LAOH ST. BRIGID MASS 

This year’s Mass celebrated by Fr. Bowman will once again be held 
at the Chapel at Alvernia College on Saturday February 4, 2017 at 
4pm Mass.  Following Mass there will be reservations for dinner at 
Chef Allan’s in West Reading at 5:30pm.  All are invited to attend 
both the Mass and the dinner to follow, however the LAOH would 
like to know how many to expect, especially for dinner.  Please call 
Maureen Caherly at 610-376-0254 if you plan on attending. 

F.Y.I. – did you know that? 
In pre-Christian times, a sacred fire burned in a shrine to the Celtic 
Goddess Brighid (Breeje), a trio of sisters, all named Brighid, who 
were treated as one person.  She was the goddess of fertility, of 
metalsmithing, and of all cultural learning.  In her latter persona, 
she was the inspiration of poetry, song and history.  The shrine was 
called Cil Dara (Church of the Oak) since oak was a sacred wood to 
the Druids, and priestesses maintained a ritual fire to her there for 
fire was the manifestation of knowledge.  The area around Cil Dara 
became known as County Kildare. 
 

In the sixth century, a young girl 
called Brigid, daughter of a chieftain 
and named for the goddess, grew to 
become one of the priestesses at the 
shrine.  She became a convert to 
Christ, converted all the others, 
turned the shrine into a monastery 
and church, founded Ireland’s first 
order of nuns and continued the 
custom of keeping the fire alight to 
represent the new light of 
Christianity. 

 
When Gerald of Wales (Giraldus Cambrensis) a Welsh Chronicler, 
visited Kildare in the 12th century, he reported that the fire was still 
burning and being tended by nuns of St. Brigid. It survived up to the 
sixteenth century when it was extinguished by the forces of the 
Crown. 
 
Then, in 1993, the town of Kildare hosted the annual conference of 
an Irish humanitarian group.  Their conference was entitled, Brigid: 
Prophetess, Earth woman, Peacemaker.  To open the conference, 
Sister Mary Teresa Cullen, the then leader of the Brigidine Sisters, 
kindled a symbolic flame in the Market Square of Kildare.  The flame 
was hailed as appropriate for the town, the time and the theme.  At 
the close of the conference, the flame was moved into Brigidine 
Sisters Center, Solas Bhride, where it has been maintained ever 

since.  Each year, the flame was returned to the town square on 
February first for Feile Bhride (the Feast of Brigid) where it 
remained during the month of February. 
 

The Kildare County Council 
commissioned a sculpture to 
permanently house the flame in the 
town square.  He created a tall 
twisted column of oak, which 
flourishes at the top into large oak 
leaves, nestled into which there is a 
bronze acorn cup holding the 
flame.  The use of oak symbolizes 

both the Christian beliefs of St. Brigid and the earlier Druidic 
worship of the trees.  Of course, the oak is also the namesake of 
Kildare. It is surely an apt and fitting tribute to honor this historic 
flame. 
 
On St. Brigid’s Day, February 1st, 2006, the special flame was 
permanently moved to its new location in the town square from the 
flame tended in Solas Bhríde for the previous fourteen years.  Irish 
President Mary McAleese opened the ceremony in the Market 
Square saying she was pleased to present to the people of Ireland 
and the diaspora beyond, a flame that once more shines out from 
Kildare, with the hope it would be a beacon of light, hope, justice 
and peace for our world. 
 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2017  

On Saturday 3/11/17, the Reading 
Leiderkranz will hold a St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration featuring One of 
Philadelphia top Irish Bands, The 
Malarkey’s.  The Club Opens at 5pm with 
a buffet served at 6pm.  Ticket prices 
are $25 for members and $35 for non-
members of the Leiderkranz. Price 
includes spectacular buffet and band.  

 
Call 610-373-3982 for reservations.  Limited seating available, so 
call now for reservations. 
 
Buffet includes: Corned beef and cabbage, Shepherd’s pie, 
Bangers and mash potatoes, Colcannon, Scotch eggs, Irish stew, 
Bread pudding with bourbon sauce, Extras Desserts.  
 
NEWSLETTER 
We are well into our 27th year of publishing our newsletter, and once 
again we remind our members and friends that the sole intent of our 
newsletter is to keep you informed on the comings and goings of our 
division.  When possible, we also try to keep you abreast of what is 
happening in our immediate area and in Ireland.  The articles 
published within are meant to be informative and as accurate as 
possible.   

We direct you to the list of supporters on the last page of our 
newsletter.  Thanks to their support our newsletter is made possible.  
If you would like to join our list of supporters for the first time, our 
rates remain the same $12 for patron ads, and $50 for business 
card ads.   
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SUPPORTERS OF ST. BRENDAN'S NEWSLETTER 
 

Thanks to the support of the following patrons and advertisers found throughout our newsletter it is possible to publish 
our bi-monthly edition. Your continued support of our advertisers will be greatly appreciated 

 
 

PATRONS 
Fr. William Campion 04/17 

 (St. Brendan's 1st Chaplain) 
Timothy J. Brennan 2/16 

James Caherly 01/18 
Shay Caherly 01/18 
Rory Caherly 01/18 

Clare P. Flannery 04/17 
Richard Flannery 01/18 

J. Phillip Gallagher, 06/17 
James Gilmartin 12/16 

Alice Henry-L.A.O.H. PA. Past President 12/16 
Joseph & Bernice McCarthy 08/17 

John J. McHale 12/16 
John Mackey 01/18 

Henry Mullen Sr. 8/17  
Rita Mullen 2/18 

Mary Jo Mullen 2/18 
Len & Bryn Weckel 03/18 
Rita Mullen Wise 08/17 

________________________________ 
C o m p l i m e n t s of  

SHAMROCK FARMS STORAGE 

MICHAEL H. MOORE 
e-mail mikehmoore@comcast.net 
 120 OLD STATE ROAD 

610-779- 3349 
________________________________________________ 

C o m p l i m e n t s Of 
Attorney  

Robert D. Katzenmoyer 
Serving all your legal needs 

READING, PA 19606 
610.451.9267 

_____________________________________________12/18 
Your business card Ad 

Could be placed here for just 
$50 per year 

For information call 610-927-5224 
Or send info to jgmccjr@comcast.net 

 
 

 

FROM THE MEMBERS 
AND OFFICERS OF ST. 
BRENDAN’S DIVISION 
#1 BERKS CO. AOH 

 

 
 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY! 
“Beannachtai na fheile Padraig agaibh” 

 

mailto:jgmccjr@comcast.net
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