
Dear    Family & Friends                              Christmas 2013 

 

 
 
 Now that Bill’s set aside several days for the making of shortbread, it’s a reminder that it’s also time to 
put together our Christmas letter. This past year, aside from the normal aches and pains of aging bodies, we 
continue to be blessed with good health and mobility. Bill spends a lot of time with things naval – weekly 
gatherings with the Burl-oak Naval Veterans; monthly with the Toronto Branch of the Naval Officers 
Association, its Hamilton Area Group, RCNA Burlington, and the Friends of HMCS Haida; and more irregularly 
with the UNTD Association, the HMCS Sackville in Halifax, and now HMCS Ojibwa in Port Burwell. This year 
particularly was a big one for the UNTD’s – 70 years since the first division was formed in 1943, so that led to a 
major reunion in Victoria, in conjunction with the Naval Association’s AGM. So June was filled with a flight to 
Nanaimo, several days visiting with Steen and Charlene, who planned a cannon firing and sturgeon hatchery 
visit for us, and a trip out to Pacific Rim Park ( where we raised the average age on the beach by about two 
decades!) 

    
Jette in the lounge -   aboard the Kawartha Voyageur   The Canon fires the Cannon in Nanaimo    Surfers at Pacific Rim National Park 

 
 Jette really looks forward to our (now annual) week cruising on the Kawartha Voyageur – this year in 
May. Later in June, Bill, as one of only 3 people present who had ever met the Admiral, addressed the parade 
at the memorial to Walter Hose, founder of the Naval Reserve. 

    
Bill speaks about Admiral Hose.                        Mimi Mitchell & Jette at Weslemkoon                 Returning the Brass to Cornwallis 
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 In July, we loaded the car up with a big brass engine telegraph for HMCS Sackville, and the original 
chapel brass furnishings, and UNTD uniforms, for the Museum at Cornwallis, and headed out to the East 
Coast, coming back via the south shore, and ferry across the Bay of Fundy. That trip also gave us a chance to 
visit friends, and enjoy their hospitality along the route. Jette keeps herself busy when travelling by knitting 
blankets for the McMaster Children’s Hospital, and at home finishes off a cross-stitch project every couple of 
months, and solving about two 1,000 piece puzzles a month, in addition to maintaining the household and 
grounds, while preparing a variety of really delicious meals for family and friends, as well as proof-reading all of 
the Cathedral Service Bulletins each week. We have, however, in compensation to Jette for 49 years of meal 
preparation, begun eating out more regularly.  
 
 Kim is now the most senior staff member in hew elementary school, having been there longer than any 
of the others. She is finding that years of experience as an Educational Assistant can make one more than a 
little critical of the latest trendy moves in education, and the less experienced officials who promote them.  But 
she continues to enjoy the antics of her students and her chinchillas.  She’s even joining Jette & I at the 
Mitchell’s cottage on Lake Weslemkoon – with no internet or cell phone access for a week! Ian is now with 
Linamar in Guelph, and as their senior measurement engineer, is making great money, but with much less time 
for photography and golf – although he did manage a rare week off to rent a cottage in Tobermory to enjoy with 
a friend.  
 
 August was again spent around Hamilton, working on the Haida or yard, riding our bicycles along the 
waterfront and beach trails, while Bill covered Sunday services for the church in Ancaster. It was a sad 
summer in many ways – Bill sold his boat, and with the best of intentions, we never did get the camping trailer 
into service. Even more sadly, we lost two more of our naval veterans and friends. 
 
 September is Homecoming time for universities, and this one was a big one for Bill – his 50th – from the 
University of Western Ontario. Unfortunately, his geography class of 11 were not able to gather – 3 had 
already died, and health and distance limited interest even further. So events at Huron College took over, and 
we enjoyed seeing all four of the “Three Cantors” receiving their Doctor of Divinity degrees from Huron in 
recognition of their having raised over 1.5 million dollars for the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund, 
with an equal amount going to support local parishes across the country and their ministries. 
 
 This fall, we’re beginning the detailed planning for our 50th anniversary next year – including, we hope, 
a major cruise toward the end of the year ( or very early in 2015 ) – there are so many enticing possibilities. 
Aside from  the usual limitations of bodies entering their 8th decade (mostly stiffness after doing anything 
physical – no we’re not going there...) we’re in good health, and looking forward to Christmas with family and 
good friends. 

   Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!  

            Jette & Bill 


