
R – Legal Research


6:30 p.m. 1.13.00


Tools



Legal dictionary
- definitions



Thesaurus – synonyms



Sheffield’s


The words are the trick.


Codes



Common Law – cases and legal development, case upon case.



Later legislatures may take the “rule of law” and make a statute.



“Have to read code very carefully to see how it applies, and if it was intended to apply to a particular situation.”



Have to look at the elements within the code.



Want to look at every word of the code.


Constitutions – both state and federal – are primary law.


Legislation losses Assembly Bill # and Senate Bill # once passed at state level, and is then given a Chapter #. Assigned by the order of bill passage within the year.


Statutes and Amendments to the Codes are done in 2-year sets in annual chapter order.



Will include a brief legislative history for that code.


Codes are the statutes broken down by topic ~> this process is codification.



Not every state does this.


The indexes are helpful here.



Have o use the right words to get what you really want.



Each set of codes has its own index.



Indexes are done by different editors, and thus use different words and order.



Larmax (?) may be considered one of the simplest to use.


R – Legal Research


6:45 p.m.  1.20.00


Outline



Set out issues in outline



Analyze Issue or party 




Gather facts



Analyze facts


Identify issues raised by facts



Spot what the issues are


Arrange legal issues in logical order for research


Research



Finding law



Reading law



Evaluating relevance



Updating law




Checking to see if current


Remember in words, start broad if necessary and then narrow down.


R – Legal Research

1.28.0 6:10 p.m.

I. Mr. Donald

A. Water garden

1. Attractive nuisance

2. Negligence

a. duty

b. breach

c. damages

B. Plutus

1. Leash law

2. Dog bite statute

a.  liability

3. Good Samaritan

a. mitigation

C. Gardening Service

1. Independent contractor

2. Employee

a. liability

II. Miss Minnie

A. Child endangerment

1. statute

B. Negligence

1. duty

2. breach

3. damages

4. contributory, comparative negligence

III. Baby Minnie

A. Tresspass

1. age

2. intent
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