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GENESIS - THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS

Genesis presents the story of two seeds:
Those who follow the Lord versus those
who follow in the rebellion of the Serpent

The rest of the book of Genesis is the story of
these two seeds.  In each generation, there is
a decision made whether an individual and his
family is going to remain true in his covenant
relationship with the Lord or whether he is
going to depart and follow in the footsteps of
the Serpent.

GENESIS 1 - 11 GENESIS 12 - 50

Events predominant
  " Creation
  " The Fall into sin
  " The Flood
  " The Tower of Babel

Persons predominant
  " Abraham
  " Isaac
  " Jacob
  " Joseph

The Race as a
Whole

The Family of
Abraham

Over 2000 years 250 years

The person of Abraham is central to the story
of Genesis:

Adam º Abraham »     Israel

Genesis 2:4 - 11:26 Genesis 11:27 - 50:26

Five Generations from
Adam to Noah

Five Generations from
Abraham to Israel

The story of Abraham is arranged in a chiastic
format that begins with the promise and then
runs full circle to its fulfillment in the final
test of Abraham’s faith.

Abraham’s call: Promise of a Seed (12:1-
9)       

Sojourn in Egypt and denial of Sarai
(12.10-20)  

• Lot separates (13)

War on Sodom; Rescue of Lot by
Abraham (14.1-24)

Covenant Ceremony: God passes
between the pieces (15)

Ishmael born (16)

Covenant Ceremony:
Circumcision (17)

Destruction of Sodom; Rescue of
Lot by Angels (18:1 - 19.38) 

Sojourn in Gerar and denial of Sarah
(20:1-8)

• Ishmael separates (21)

Abraham’s Test: Blessing of the Seed
(22.1-19)     

Genesis begins with God creating the heavens
and the earth and it ends with Joseph in a
coffin in Egypt.



1.   Liberation from Egypt (1-18).
N 10 plagues

2.   Giving of the Law (19-24).
N 10 commandments

3.   Building the Tabernacle (24-40).
N 10 items to be built

EXODUS - REDEMPTION & THE PRESENCE OF GOD

Author:   There is evidence to indicate that the Mosaic History was not a single unified work.
Genesis ends with the death of Joseph.  But then Exodus recaps the Joseph story in Exodus 1:1-7.
Moses writes the book of Exodus to the Israelites in the Wilderness.  He tells the story of their
liberation from slavery in Egypt and how God gave them the Law and the Tabernacle.

Movement:   The book of Exodus begins in Egypt and takes us to the foot of Mount Sinai.

D E L I V E R A N C E W O R S H I P

Preparation of
the Deliverer

Pharaoh &
The Plagues

Through
the Red
Sea

Provision in
the Wilderness

The Giving
of the Law

Regulations for
the Tabernacle

Israel in
Egypt

En route to
the Sinai

Israel at
the Sinai

Bondage and Oppression Deliverance & Provision Law & Pattern for Worship

1  -  6 7  -  12 13  -  15 15  -  18 19  -  24 25  -  40

Theme:   Exodus begins with the rise of a Pharaoh who
did not know God and it ends with the presence of God
moving into His Tabernacle.  

The Exodus from Egypt was the redemptive event of the
Old Testament.  It is not stating the matter too strongly to
say that what the cross is to the New Testament, the
Exodus Event was to the Old Testament.

Old Testament
THE EXODUS ø New Testament

THE CROSS

This book will be the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of Israel all rolled up into
one.  It is here that we find out how God feels about His covenant people.

Structure:   The book of Exodus follows a commonly-used parallel known as a chiasm in which
the first three points are in parallel with the second set of corresponding points:

God meets Moses and Israel
exits from Egypt (1-13)

Tabernacle built and God
enters (35-40)

Israel rebels (14-18) Israel rebels (32-34)

Covenant Laws & Commands
(19-24) ÷ Commands for building the

Tabernacle (25-31)



Genesis - Man Ruined
Exodus - Man Redeemed
Leviticus - Man Cleansed

A.  Laws of the Offerings (1-7).
  B.  Laws of the Priests (8-10).
    C.  Laws of Purity (11-15).
      D.  Day of Atonement (16).
    C.  Laws of Holiness (17-20).
  B.  Laws of Priests (21-22).
A.  Appointed Times (23-25).
     E.  Conclusion dealing with...
                1. Penalties (26).
                2. Vows (27).

Outline of Leviticus

LEVITICUS - THE BOOK OF WORSHIP

Title:  The Greek Septuagint uses the title Leuitikon, meaning "that
which pertains to the Levites."  This title was given because so
much of the book deals with the ministry of the priesthood which
descended from the tribe of Levi.

Date and Location:   The Book of Leviticus takes place in its entirety at the foot of Mount Sinai.
The Israelites had come out of Egypt and were preparing to attempt entry into the Promised Land.
But before that could take place, they needed a lesson in the holiness of God.  Leviticus provides
that lesson.

Contrast with Exodus:  The book of Leviticus is a book about the rituals of WORSHIP and
HOLINESS.  In this, it is a continuation of the Law which is set forth in Exodus.

Exodus ends with the
construction of the
Tabernacle.

÷ Leviticus tell us about the
worship which takes place
within that Tabernacle.

The way in which Leviticus begins sets the stage for the
material that shall be found in this book:  Then the Lord
called to Moses and spoke to him from the tent of
meeting... (Leviticus 1:1).  Exodus ends with the glory of
the Lord moving into the Tabernacle.  Leviticus picks up
with the presence of the Lord calling out to Moses from
inside the Tabernacle.

Theme:   Leviticus teaches God's people how they are to
approach Him and live pleasing in His sight.  Its central
command is to be holy:   You shall be holy, for I the Lord
your God am holy (Leviticus 19:2).

GENESIS EXODUS LEVITICUS

Origins
of the Nation

Deliverance
of the Nation

Life
of the Nation

Theocracy
Born

Theocracy
Established

Begins with creation -
it depicts the rise of
God's people

Begins in bondage - it
tells of the redemption
from Egypt

Begins in sacrifice - it
sets forth the ritual of
worship

It has been noted that many of these dietary requirements had value with regard to the kinds of
diseases which could be caught.  However, the purpose given for these laws was that God’s people
might be holy (Leviticus 11:44).



Numbers begins with the Israelites at
Mount Sinai and ends on the Plains of
Moab

NUMBERS - THE BOOK OF WANDERINGS

What do you think of when I speak of the book of Numbers?
A lot of boring genealogy?  The taking of a census?  A book
for tax accountants and mathematicians?  It sounds about as
exciting as falling off a log.  And yet, this IS an exciting
book.  The book receives its name from the two numberings
which took place within its pages.  And yet, there is a lot
more in this book than the mere recording of a census.  There
are 36 chapters in this book.  Each census takes up only one
chapter.

The Hebrew title for this book is BaMidbar (“In the
Wilderness”).  This original title is taken from the first verse
of the first chapter:  Then the Lord spoke to Moses in the
wilderness of Sinai... (Numbers 1:1).  This is an appropriate
title.  

Numbers is the book that tells us what happened during the
40 years of wandering in the wilderness.  It is a book of
successes and a book of failures.  It is a book of endurance under testings.  It is a book which teaches
us lessons for wisdom for our journey in the wilderness.

Movement of the Book:   Numbers begins where Exodus left off.  The people of Israel are still at
the foot of Mount Sinai.  This book spans the years that were spent in the wilderness.

1:1 10:10
MOUNT
SINAI

10:11 14:45
FROM SINAI
TO KADESH

15:1 21:41
KADESH TO
MOAB

22:1 36:13
THE PLAINS OF
MOAB

Preparation for
the Journey

The Test Wilderness
Wanderings

End of the Journey

The Old Generation A New Generation
Several Weeks 38 Years Several Months

Mt Sinai Mt Hor Mt Nebo

Occasion for Writing:   The book of Numbers is written on the plains of Moab at the close of the
Wilderness Wanderings.  It covers both the history and the reason for those wanderings.

The book begins with the numbering of the people of God as they are called to His service.  The
standard of holiness for that service is outlined in the following chapters.  The people of God failed
in that service and, as a result, were condemned to die in the wilderness.  Now a new generation has
arisen.  They are also numbered.  They are also called to the service of the Lord.  They will also be
tested.  And they will also be given a standard of holiness.

This book is written to prepare this second generation of Israelites for that service.  The first
generation has failed and died.  What will the second generation do?



The Reformers taught that the Law has three
possible uses for Christians today.
1.  Civicus Usus:  This is the use which keeps you

from doing something that you should not
be doing.

2.  Pedagogious Usus:  The is the use of the law
which convicts you of your sin and which
turns you to Christ as you realize that,
apart from Him, you have no hope.

3.  Didacticus Usus:  The law is used to teach us
about the righteousness of God.

1.  Preamble (1:1-4).
2.  Historical Prologue (1:5 - 4:49).

This prologue was typically designed to
portray the past relationship of the
suzerain with his vassal.

3.  Stipulations (5:1 - 26:19).
These were the terms of the treaty.  The
terms of God’s covenant are that His
people should live lives that are holy and
set apart unto Him.

4.  Blessing, Curses, and Ratification of the
Covenant (27:1 - 30:20).
God calls the people to bind themselves
to Him with a covenant of cursing and
blessing, a covenant of life and death.

5.  Succession (31:1 - 34:12).

Suzerain Treaty Outline of Deuteronomy

DEUTERONOMY - THE COVENANT RENEWAL

There are 80 references to the book of Deuteronomy in the New Testament.  It is quoted in 17 out
of the 27 books in the New Testament.  Deuteronomy ranks with Genesis, Psalms and Isaiah as the
four most quoted Old Testament books in the New Testament.

Title:  Our English title is taken from the Greek Septuagint.  It is a compound word, coming from
the two Greek words duo (“two”) and nomos (“law”).  Deuteronomy, then, means “second law.”
This book records a second giving of the Law as the Lord renews His covenant.

As we go through the book of Deuteronomy,
we will see very little chronological
movement.  Nearly the entire book takes place
within a single month’s time.  Likewise, there
is no geographic movement.  This is in stark
contrast to the book of Numbers which records
all of the wilderness wanderings.  The entire
book of Deuteronomy takes place upon the
plains of Moab.

Purpose:   Deuteronomy records the reaffirmation of the Covenant and the second giving of the
Law.  The fact that the law was being given again is significant.  It means that God is the God of
second chances.

The Israelites had broken God's law in the wilderness.  They had rebelled against the Lord.  God
said, “Go into the land,” and they retorted, “We won't do it!”  They refused to trust in Him.  They
broke the terms of their covenant with Him.  And as a result, they were condemned to die in the
wilderness.  That could easily have been the end
of the nation of Israel.  God was under no
further obligation to these people.  The
descendants of Abraham could have passed into
extinction and God would have been just and
righteous in making it happen.  But instead, God
responded in grace.  He allowed for a new
generation with whom He again makes His
covenant.

Deuteronomy and the Suzerain Treaties:  The
book of Deuteronomy consists of several
sermons given by Moses.  It has been noted that
these sermons are arranged in a structure that is
similar to the order of ancient suzerain treaties
(Mededith Kline, “By Oath Consigned”).  A
suzerain was a mighty king.  The suzerain
would be the victor of the treaty.  The vassal would be the loser.  Deuteronomy presents God as the
king of Israel who established His covenant with His client people.  As they keep the covenant, they
will be blessed.  But if they break the covenant they will suffer judgment.  The good news of the
Gospel is that Jesus kept the terms of God’s covenant on our behalf.



JOSHUA - THE BOOK OF CONQUEST

The book of Joshua heads the Nabi'im - the collection of books known as “the Prophets.” These
books cover the period of Israel's history from the entrance into the promised land to the Babylonian
Exile.

Joshua - The Book of Conquest
1:1 6:1 13:1 22:10

Preparations to
take the Land

CONQUEST of the
Land

DISTRIBUTION
of the Land

Living in the
Land

Remembrance Action Inheritance Remembrance

Initial Appeal In the Land Closing Appeal

Joshua is the bridge which brings the people
of God from the Wilderness wanderings into
the land.

Pentateuch
(Israel in the
Wilderness)

Prophets
(Israel in the
Land)

Joshua

Joshua is a tremendous type of Christ.  We
can see a continuing flow of parallels
throughout this book in the ministries of
Joshua and Jesus.

Joshua Jesus

Servant to Moses Took on the role of
a servant

His public ministry
begins at the Jordan

His public ministry
began at the Jordan

He proclaims death
to the nations

He proclaims the
gospel to the
nations

All against whom
this message is
directed are under
the ban

All to whom this
message is
proclaimed are
called to be
baptized

Key Verse:  "Be strong and courageous, for
you shall give this people possession of the
land which I swore to their fathers to give
them." (Joshua 1:6).

6:1 Central
Campaign

Jericho Victory
thru faith

7:1 Ai Failure thru
sin

8:1 Restoration
9:1 Southern

Campaign
Gibeon Deception

10:1 Jerusalem,
Lachish,
Hebron,
Jarmuth,
Eglon

The sun and
moon are
commanded
to stand still

11:1 Northern
Campaign

Hazor,
Madon,
Shimron,
Achshaph

Surprise
attack by the
waters of
Merom



JUDGES - THE BOOK OF HEROES

The book of Judges is a book of action.  It contains great deeds as well as great failures.  It is a book
of both victory and defeat.  Often graphic in its contents, it is not a book for the squeamish.

Judges  -  The Book of Heroes

1:1 3:1 17:1

The Pattern of
Failure
Established

The Career of the Judges
      Othniel
      Deborah
      Gideon
      Jephthah
      Samson

The Pattern of Sin
Illustrated in two parallel
accounts of Heinous
Sins.

The entire period
is presented in
summary form

Chronological accountings
of the period

Non-chronological
accounts which
characterized the period

The book of Judges contains a number of
regular cycles in which the people rebelled
and suffered retribution, only to repent and to
be restored through the ministry of a judge.
This pattern is set forth in Judges 2:10-17 and
is followed in the career of most of the judges.

The judges themselves served as both judge in
peacetime and as military leader in time of
crisis.  They were the ones whom God would
raise up to lead in those difficult times.

The epilogue contains two stories about this
time when there was no king in Israel and
when every man did what was right in his own
eyes (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).  This
description is characteristic for the entire era
of the book of Judges and sets the stage for
the coming of the kings of Israel.

The entire book of Judges lends itself to a
chiastic arrangement beginning with a two-

part prologue and ending with a two-part
epilogue that is centered around the Gideon
Narrative.

Prologue in Two Parts (1:1–2:5)

Othniel Narrative (3:7-11)

Ehud Narrative (3:12–31)
• Judge is a social outcast
• Deals with oppressors on the

east bank of the Jordan
Deborah-Barak Narrative
(4:1–5:31)
• Woman slays enemy of God with

a blow to the head

Gideon Narrative (6:1–8:32)

Abimelech Narrative
(8:33–10:5)
• Woman slays enemy of God

with a blow to the head

Jephthah Narrative (10:6–12:15)
• Judge is a social outcast
• Deals with oppressors on the

east bank of the Jordan
Samson Narrative (13:1–16:31)

Epilogue in Two Parts
(17:1–21:25)



Naomi and her family leave their home in
Bethlehem to find refuge in Moab

RUTH - THE ROMANCE OF REDEMPTION

In the Hebrew Bible, the book of Ruth does not appear after Judges.  Instead, it is found in the
Writings as one of the five Megiloth (“Scrolls”), each of which was read at one of the feasts of the
nation of Israel.  Ruth was read at Pentecost.

Naomi’s Bitterness (1:1-22)

Ruth discovers a potential Kinsman Redeemer (2:1-23)

Boaz agrees to be a Kinsman Redeemer (3:1-18)

Boaz acquires right to be a Kinsman Redeemer (4:1-12)

Naomi’s Blessing (4:13-21)

In Josephus’ accounting of the books of the Hebrew Scriptures, Ruth is deemed as a part of the book
of Judges.

Judges 17 - 21 Ruth

Says four times that “there was no
king in Israel.”

Begins with the words, “when the
judges governed...”

Levite from
Bethlehem

Concubine from
Bethlehem

Naomi and her family were from
Bethlehem

A Spiritual Desert An Oasis amidst the Desert

Depicts the need of a King Presents the lineage of the King

Although there is an association with the
Judges, Ruth does not share any of the great
and momentous deeds, the clamor of battle, or
the spiritual failings which are so prevalent in
that book.  If Judges is a book of failure, then
Ruth is a book of quiet victory.

The book of Ruth ends with an announcement
of Naomi’s redemption.  Then the women said
to Naomi, “Blessed is the Lord who has not
left you without a redeemer today, and may
his name become famous in Israel. (Ruth
4:14).

Note that the redeemer is not Boaz.  The
redeemer is the child which had been born.  It
is the birth of this child that would take away
Naomi’s reproach of childlessness.  It is this
child who would take care of her in her old
age.  And it is this child of whom it is said,
“May his name become famous in Israel.”  It
is through the birth of a baby born in
Bethlehem that Naomi is going to find her
redemption.  This baby has a name which
shall be proclaimed both in Israel and
throughout the world.



1st SAMUEL - THE RISE AND FALL OF SAUL

The Book which we know as First Samuel can be divided into three parts, coinciding with
the careers of its three principle characters.  It reflects the movement from the judges to the
kings and traces the rise and fall of Israel’s first king.

First Samuel  - Rise & Fall of Saul

1:1 8:1 16:1

Main
Character

Samuel
Prophet, Priest, Judge

Saul
Man after man’s heart

David
Man after God’s heart

   Priest Eli

   Prophet
Birth &
Call

Judgeship Later Ministry

Samuel

   Kings

Reign Decline & Death

Saul

Anointed Exiled

David

Even though we are treating 1st and 2nd
Samuel separately, it should be remembered
that these were penned as a single unit.  This
is seen in the songs that serve as bookends for
the entire work.

Song of Hannah
(1 Sam 2:1-11) -
Promise of
anointed king in
verse 10.

Song of David (2 Sam
22) - Eternal promise
to descendants of
David in verse 51.

The early chapters of 1st Samuel detail the
need for a king.  Saul’s reign begins on a
glorious note, but he is rejected for his
disobedience.  The rest of the book moves
toward his eventual demise.

Viewed in this way, the first 15 chapters
consistute a rising action culminating with
Saul’s disobedience and the rise of David.

David Jesus

The Lord
instructed Samuel
to anoint one who
would be revealed.

The Lord instructed
John the Baptist that
One who he would
anoint would be
Messiah.

Samuel anointed
David with oil.

John baptized Jesus
with water.

At this anointing,
the Spirit of the
Lord came
mightily upon
David.

As He came out of
the water, the Spirit
descended upon
Jesus in the form of
a dove.

In both cases, following the anointing
there was no immediate movement
toward kingship.  The promise continued
to be unrealized for a long period.



2nd SAMUEL - DAVID’S TRIUMPHS AND TRAGEDIES

As we come to 2 Samuel, we should be reminded again that this is the second portion of a complete
and unified book.  While the focus of 1 Samuel is upon the rise and fall of Samuel and Saul, the
focus of 2 Samuel is upon the rise and fall of David.

2 SAMUEL - The Triumphs & Troubles of David
1 5 11 13 19 21

David’s Triumphs David’s
sin

David’s Troubles Chiasm

Reign over
Judah

Reign over all
Israel

Sin Punishment Restoration Last Acts &
Words

David in
Hebron

David in Jerusalem

7½ Years 33 Years (5:5)

The first seven years of David’s reign is only
recognized in Judah.  To bring unity, David
moves his capital to Jerusalem.

Once Jerusalem has been established as the
place of David’s throne, he has the ark of the
covenant brought here so that it might also be
the place of God’s throne.

Lord enters into a covenant with David in
which He promises to build an abiding house
for David.

David’s great sin of taking Bathsheba and
having her husband murdered is mirrored in
three of his sons.

Amnon Will rape Tamar (2 Samuel
13:8-14).

Absalom Will take the royal harem (2
Samuel 16:22).

Adonijah Will seek to take his deceased
father’s concubine (1 Kings
2:13-17).

David’s intercessory prayer in the midst
of a famine (21:1-14).

The accomplishments of David’s
“giant-killers” (21:15-22).

David’s Song of Praise (22)

David’s Words of Praise (23:1-7)

The accomplishments of David’s
“mighty men” (23:8-39).

David’s intercessory prayer in the midst
of a plague (24).



1st KINGS - THE KINGDOM UNITED AND DIVIDED

1st and 2nd Kings are a single book.  The narrative runs smoothly in 1 Kings 1-11 because we are
following the history of only one kingdom.  But from 1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 17 the author deals with
both the Northern Kingdom of Samaria and the Southern Kingdom of Judah, shifting back and forth
between these two.  After 2 Kings 17 and the fall of the Northern Kingdom, the flow of history is
again smooth as we read only of the Southern Kingdom.

1 Kings 1-11 1 Kings 12  -  2 Kings 17 2 Kings 18-25

United Kingdom
under Solomon

Northern Kingdom

Southern Kingdom of Judah

Solomon’s Reign:  Solomon is known chiefly
for his great wisdom and for the constructing
of the Temple.

The climactic portion of this narrative takes
place when the presence of God moves into
the Temple.

Pharaoh’s Daughter (3:1)
Sacrificing at High Places (3:2)

1st Appearance of the Lord to Solomon
(3:4-15)

Solomon’s Wisdom at Work (3 - 4)

Solomon’s Building Projects (5 - 8)

2nd Appearance of the Lord to
Solomon (9:1-9)

Pharaoh’s Daughter (9:24)
Sacrificing at the Temple (9:25)

As a result of Solomon’s idolatry, the ten
northern tribes are taken from his
descendants.

The Divided Kingdom

The story of the Northern Kingdom is one of
continuing rebellion against God.  This comes
to a climactic confrontation in the days of
Elijah as the prophet stands before the king
and the nation and calls them to turn to the
Lord..

Following this incident, Elisha is chosen to be
the eventual successor to Elijah.



2nd KINGS - KINGDOMS IN CRISIS

1st and 2nd Kings are a single book.  At the center of this collective work is the ministry of Elijah and
Elisha.

The United Kingdom of Solomon (1 Kings 1-12)

Wars of Judah and Israel (1 Kings 13-16)

The Ministry of Elijah (1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 1).

The Passing of the Prophetic Mantle from Elijah
to Elisha (2 Kings 2).

The Ministry of Elisha (2 Kings 3-13).

Wars of Judah and Israel 2 Kings 14-17).

The Kingdom of Judah (2 Kings 18-25).

MINISTRIES OF ELIJAH & ELISHA

The narratives of Elijah and Elisha echo with
the account of Moses and Joshua.  Elijah and
Elisha are pictured as a type of Moses and
Joshua.

    • Elijah confronts the king as Moses
confronted Pharaoh.

    • There is a battle of the gods from
which the Lord emerges as the clear
victor.

    • Elijah goes over a period of 40 days to
Mount Sinai where he has an
encounter with God.

    • Elijah divides the Jordan and crosses
over on dry ground.

    • The sons of the prophets conduct a
search for Elijah's body, but it cannot
be located.

In the passing of the mantel, Elisha takes up
the ministry of his former mentor.  In doing
this, he is playing the part of Joshua.

    • He crosses the Jordan River to return
to the Land of Canaan.

    • His first stop is at Jericho.
    • At his spoken word, those who mock

him are attacked by bears and killed.

    • He rejects the gifts of Naaman who is
healed, but his servant Gehazi secretly
accepts these gifts and suffers
punishment as a result.

THE FALL OF ISRAEL

    • The fall of the House of Ahaz
    • The fall of Samaria

Northern Kingdom
of Israel

Southern Kingdom
of Judah

Taken by Assyrian
in 721 B.C.

Taken by Babylon
in 586 B.C.

THE FALL OF JUDAH

    • Hezekiah and the Judah Revival.
    • Hezekiah and the Assyrians.
    • Josiah’s Revival.
    • The Babylonian Captivity.



1st CHRONICLES - HAVING A HEART FOR GOD

1st Chronicles takes us back all the way to Adam and sets forth the chronology of God’s chosen
people, bringing us at last to David the king.

Chapters 1-9 Chapter 10 Chapters 11-20 Chapters 21-29

Genealogies Histories

Death of
Saul

Reign of King David

David’s Rise David’s Later Years

The relationship of the books of Samuel and Kings to Chronicles is similar to the relationship of the
Synoptic Gospels to the Gospel of John.

Samuel and
Kings

Relates historical fact with
little commentary

Synoptic Gospels

Chronicles Tells meaning of the fact John

If the books of Samuel and Kings have their
focus upon the kings and prophets of Judah
and Israel, the books of Chronicles have their
focus upon the tabernacle and the temple.
Kings relates the political and royal fortunes
of the nation while Chronicles focuses upon
the sacred and ecclesiastical aspects of the
nation.

Kings Chronicles

Prophetic
Perspective:
Judgments

Priestly Perspective:
Hope

Wars prominent Temple is prominent

History of the
thrones

Continuity of the
Davidic line

Record of both
Israel & Judah

Mostly Judah

Morality Redemption

ARK BROUGHT TO JERUSALEM

A part of David’s rise to power is seen in his
bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem.

Unfortunately, proper care is not taken in the
moving of the ark and Uzza is stricken when
he touches it.

DAVID’S DESIRE FOR A TEMPLE

David indicates his desire that a permanent
place of worship be established - a House of
God.  He begins making plans to build such a
house for the Lord.  The Lord comes in
chapter 17 and indicates that it is He who will
build a house for David.

Solomon Jesus

Son of David Ultimate son of
David

Established united
monarchy

Established God’s
kingdom on earth

Built the temple He WAS the
temple

His kingdom lasted
until 586 B.C.

His kingdom shall
have no end

Chastened because
of his iniquity

Took our sins upon
Himself



2nd CHRONICLES - THE VIEW FROM THE TEMPLE

2nd Chronicles contains a parallel history with that which is found in 1st and 2nd Kings with one very
important difference.  Its perspective is always from the vantage point of the Temple.  That means
the focus will tend to be on the Southern Kingdom of Judah.

1st

Chronicles
1   Adam
     (Genealogies)

United
Kingdom

10  Reign of
David

1st Kings 1  Reign of Solomon 2nd

Chronicles
1  Reign of

Solomon

12  Jeroboam Divided
Kingdom

10  Focus on the
Southern
Kingdom
of Judah
to the
Captivity

No mention of
the ministries of
Elijah or Elisha

17  Elijah & Ahab

2nd Kings 1   Elijah & Ahaziah

2  Elisha

17  Fall of Samaria

18   Hezekiah Judah
Alone

25   Babylonian
Captivity

Exile

36:22   Return
from Babylon

The writer of the Chronicles draws our
attention to the importance of a right
relationship with the Lord in the area of
worship.  The high points of the book are
those time when God’s people are devoting
themselves to returning to a worship of the

Lord.  That an entire book of the Bible is
concerned with the history of worship
suggests how we ought to evaluate our own
lives.  Do we count success in terms of
worship?

1 Chronicles
1-9

1 Chronicles
10-29

2 Chronicles 1-9 2 Chronicles 10-28 2 Chronicles 29-36

Genealogies
of Israel

The United Kingdom Divided Kingdom Reunited Kingdom

King David King Solomon Kings of Judah

Preparations
for the temple

Construction of
the temple

Temple forgotten Temple restored &
destroyed



EZRA - RETURNING AND REBUILDING

Ezra is a book about returning and rebuilding and restoring one’s relationship with the Lord.  Such
a journey is not necessarily an easy one.  It can be fraught with pitfalls and temptations.  But the
journey home is worth the effort.  Are you headed for home?  There is a message here for you.

1 First Return under
Sheshbazzar and
Zerubbabel

Return from Babylon The Edict of Cyrus
2 The Exiles who returned
3 Rebuilding of the

Temple
Construction begun

4 Construction opposed
5 Construction delayed
6 Construction completed
7 Second Return

under Ezra
Return from Babylon Decree of Artaxerxes

8 The Journey
9 Restoration of the

People
Problem of mixed marriages

10 Solution to the problem

Chap. Author Purpose

Ezra
1:2-4

Cyrus Permission granted for
Jews to return to the
land and rebuild their
Temple

Ezra
4:11-16

Rehum &
Shimsha

Report to the King
against the Jews

Ezra
4:17

Artaxerxes
(Cambyses)

Order to halt
construction of the
Temple

Ezra
5:7-17

Tattenai Report to the King that
the Jews had resumed
construction

Ezra
6:1-12

Darius A summary of Cyrus’
original edict and a new
order that the work on
the Temple is to be
resumed

Ezra
7:12-26

Artaxerxes A decree granting Ezra
authority to lead a
second return to the
Land to establish the
teaching of the Law
among the people of
God

And the sons of Israel who returned from exile and
all those who had separated themselves from the
impurity of the nations of the land to join them, to
seek the LORD God of Israel, ate the Passover. 22
And they observed the Feast of Unleavened Bread
seven days with joy, for the LORD had caused
them to rejoice, and had turned the heart of the
king of Assyria toward them to encourage them in
the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.
(Ezra 6:21-22).

The closing chapters of Ezra details a problem
involving intermarriage.

Ezra 9 Ezra 10

The Problem:
Intermarriage with
people of the land

The Solution:
Divorces from those
wives

Prayer of Repentance Proposal of Divorce

The Biblical account does not tell us whether
or not the solution that was chosen was one
that was sanctioned by God.  In later years,
the issue of divorce was addressed by the
prophet Malachi.



NEHEMIAH - REBUILDING THE WALLS

The focus in Nehemiah is upon the rebuilding of the walls of the city of Jerusalem and the
subsequent restoration of those things that had lapsed in the house of the Lord.

1:1-11 2:1-10 2:11-20 3:1 - 6:19 7:1-73 8:1 - 12:47 13:1-31

Nehemiah
talks to
God

Nehemiah
talks to
the King

The
work
planned

The work
completed

Number
of the
people

Covenant
renewal

Further
reforms

Conception Completion Consecration

Work Worship

Rebuilding the Wall Revival of the People

The book begins and ends with prayer.  At the beginning of the book, Nehemiah gives a prayer of
repentance on behalf of the people of God and asks that God might remember His promise to restore
the nation.

Nehemiah was the cupbearer to the king of the
entire Persian Empire.  This involved more
than merely the handling of the king’s cup in
the same way the Secretary of State of the
United States is more than a mere secretary.

NEHEMIAH’S PRAYERS

The book of Nehemiah serves not only as a
book of historical narrative; it also serves as
Nehemiah’s private prayer journal.  There are
sections when the narrative lapses into prayer
without any introduction.  In one place, an
entire chapter is given over to Nehemiah’s
prayer.

NEHEMIAH’S PLAN

When Nehemiah is asked by the king how
long he would need to accomplish the task of
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah
is able to give him a definite time (2:6).  This
suggests some careful planning on
Nehemiah’s part.  This again becomes
apparent when Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem
and then conducts a reconnaissance by night
to plan out the work before him.

REBUILDING THE WALL

Nehemiah approaches the people of Jerusalem
and presents to them the vision and the goal of
rebuilding the wall.  He delegates various
portions of the work to different family groups
so that all will coordinate their efforts.

The enemies of God try to bring the work to a
halt, planning attacks against the workers and
also by plotting to assassinate Nehemiah.

RENEWING THE COVENANT

Once the work of rebuilding is completed,
Nehemiah enlists the aid of Ezra the scribe to
lead the people in a covenant celebration.
This renewal becomes the basis for a spiritual
revival among the people of God.

The problem of intermarriage that was
introduced at the close of the book of Ezra is
still an issue in Nehemiah’s day.  Whereas
Ezra plucked out his own hair at the hearing
of the problem (Ezra 9:3), Nehemiah pulls out
the hair of the offenders (Nehemiah 13:25).



ESTHER - GOD’S PROVIDENTIAL SALVATION

The book of Esther follows a chiastic outline with the central actions of Esther being the pivotal
point of the book.  As such, there is both a rising action and a descending action.

1:1 - 2:18 2:19-23 3:1-15 4:1 - 7:10 8:1 - 9:17 9:18-32 10:1-3

Esther
becomes
Queen

Mordecai
saves the
King’s
Life

Haman
plots
against
Jews

Esther
acts to
deliver
her people

Jews to
defend
themselves

Jews
celebrate

Mordecai
rewarded

Esther & Mordecai in
the Persian Court

Trouble for
the Jews

Victory for
the Jews

Esther & Mordecai in
the Persian Court

Esther is the only book of the Bible that makes no mention of God.  Yet the Lord is seen behind the
scenes throughout this entire narrative.  There are four main characters in this narrative.  Two of
them are Jewish and two are Gentiles.

ESTHER

Esther is a Jewish orphan who is living in the
kingdom of Persia.  She is raised by her
cousin Mordecai and finds herself at the
center of events where she is able to play a
key role in the delivering of her people from
the threat of destruction.

The name Esther sounds similar to the Persian
word for "star."  Her Jewish name is
Hadassah.  It is similar to the Akkadian word
hadassatu, meaning "bride."

AHASUERUS

This king has traditionally been taken to refer
to the Persian King known in Greek writings
as Xerxes.  He is known in Greek writings
because he conducted an invasion of Greece
in 480 B.C.  While the account in Esther
makes no mention of this invasion, it is likely
that the events in this book take place after the
forces of Xerxes had been repulsed in Greece.

Secular writings make no mention of Esther.
Herodotus and Ctesias identify the wife of
Xerxes both before and after the Persian
expedition into Greece as Amestris.  This is

presumably a reference to the Biblical Vashti.
This fits in with the Biblical account that tells
us Esther did not become queen until the
seventh year of the reign of Ahasuerus (Esther
2:16).

MORDECAI & HAMAN

Haman Mordecai

A descendant of Agag
(Esther 3:1), the king
of the Amalekites
whose life Saul spared
in disobedience to the
command of God

From the tribe
and family of
Saul (Esther
2:5).

Enemy of the people
of God

Savior of the
people of God

Saul did not recognize the danger that Agag
posed to the people of God.  He was blind to
the real issues.  By contrast, Mordecai was
alert to the real issues and overheard that
which brought salvation to the people of God
and death to the evil Haman.



If you could take all the pain from your children's
lives, would you do it?  You are inclined to think,
"Yes."  But if they have no pain, then...
• They have no gain.
• They have no reason to be drawn to the throne to

seek the comforting hand of the Great
Physician.  The truth is that we do not go
to the throne naturally.

JOB - THE BOOK OF SUFFERING

The book of Job is made up of a historical narrative at both the beginning and at the end of the book
that serve as bookends for the extensive dialogue and discourses that make up the central body of
the book.

Chapter 1-2 Chapters 3-31 Chapters 32-37 Chapters 38-41 Chapter 42

Historical
Prologue:
Job’s test

Job’s three
friends

Elihu’s speeches God speaks Historical
Epilogue: Job’s
restoration

Dialogue and Discourses

The prose sections at the beginning and at the end of the book contain very simple and archaic
Hebrew in contrast to the central section that is highly ornate in its language.

The story begins with a man named Job.  No
mention is made of Israel or the temple, so we
are led to assume this story to take place in the
patriarchal period.

THE HEAVENLY CHALLENGE

Unbeknown to Job, a challenge was issued in
the heavens.  It came from Satan and God
allowed it to play out at Job’s expense.  Satan
was permitted to take away his property
holdings and his family and his health until
Job had nothing.  Yet Satan’s limitations are
seen in that he is not permitted to take Job’s
life.  We see that it is God who is ultimate
control of all things.

As far as we can tell in the narrative, Job
never does learn of these heavenly events or
how they have had an impact upon his life.
We are reminded that our earthly is limited
and that we see only a small part of the big
picture.

JOB’S FRIENDS

Job is joined by his friends who offer their
insights on suffering.  They have some good
things to say, but their advice misses the mark
because they also lack the heavenly
perspective and they come to some wrong
conclusions.

WHEN GOD FINALLY SPEAKS...

• He does not give Job any answers to his
questions.

• He does not give Job any comfort in his
situation.

Instead, God challenges Job, showing the
distinction between the creature versus the
Creator.  The remarkable thing is that Job is
satisfied with this presentation.  The book
ends without him having all the answers, but
it is okay because he has stood before his
Redeemer.

LESSONS FROM JOB

• There are no simple answers
• Expression of grief & trouble is appropriate,

but not to pass judgment on God
• God is in control, even when it is not

obvious to our eyes
• God has a purpose in what he allows, even if

we do not know what it is.




