Tim’s Communion Planning Checklist

Background Information:

The communion reception can be a simple family party or a lavish affair but it always centers on the person or child who has taken communion for the first time. Especially in the Catholic church, First Holy Communion is a day that means a lot to the child...and to the whole family. 

On the big day when children first partake in the communion ritual, boys are usually outfitted in fancy white or blue suits, while the girls are dressed in white satin or lace dresses, along with a white veil or other headdress attached to symbolize purity. Afterwards, it's time for family pictures...and a special party to celebrate the occasion!

A first communion party may range anywhere from a casual family get-together, to a lavish open house where loved ones and relatives, friends and neighbors drop by to congratulate the child. 

Appropriate gifts to the special communion girl or boy might include a pair of rosaries, a prayer book or Bible, religious medals or statues, or gifts of money tucked inside special First Communion greeting cards to help commemorate the day.

If you are looking for ways to bring the party together, here are some ideas:

1.You do not need to blow up lots of balloons and streamers for this party, as it is a more serious celebratory occasion. A few pearly white balloons attached to the special child’s chair would be plenty.

2.Use pastel or ivory colors for your tableware. For a centerpiece, place a beautiful bouquet of fresh flowers on the table. Scatter butterfly confetti around to symbolize new life and for added festivity. Fold your napkins to look like a bishop’s mitre.

3.Place votive candle holders around the table with ivory and/or white candles in them. You can put one at each place setting and have your guests take the candle holders home with them as a party favor.

4.For food, BBQ is always popular, and any type of buffet would be appreciated (fruits and veggies with dips, finger sandwiches, small pastries, etc.). Ask your child what his or her favorite foods are to get a better idea of what to serve. A brunch buffet would also be great for adults and child and particularly appropriate if the party is taking place right after church. Really, anything goes for this gathering.

5.Serve a flat sheet cake iced with white frosting and a special message on top. Check out this first communion cake for ideas.

6.Make a batch of cross sugar cookies with the communion child’s name written in icing on each.

Games & Activities: 

Some people have the idea that religion and fun don't mix. However, this isn't true. Most of the best parties are religious based.  Although it's important to keep the party reverent and mindful of the occasion, you may want to select a few party games guests of all ages can enjoy to liven up the atmosphere. Below are some suggestions for games that work very well with a wide variety of ages. It’s good to note that not all games may interest your child or your guests. You know your family and guests better than anyone so use your best judgment for deciding which games if any are appropriate. 

Tips & Warnings

1. If the children really take to particular game and want to play it over and over, let them. There is no rule that says you have to get through every game in the bag. 

2. Consider doing a simple craft with the children, such as making a cross bookmark. 

3. Watch for children who have trouble keeping up physically or mentally. Make up a variation so these children can also succeed or give them simple, yet important, tasks like keeping score.
Game Ideas:
Idea 1: The guest of honor fills out a questioner about him/herself and friends and family have to try to figure out the answers to the blanks. The person that has the most answers right is the winner. 

Idea 2: Musical chairs 

Option 1: with different ways of sitting each time (ie. Elbow on chair, bare foot on chair, etc.) 

Option 2: in the dark with a strobe light and other lights

Idea 3: Freeze Dance Game: When the music starts everyone starts dancing. When the music stops, everyone has to stop. The last person dancing is out. 

Idea 4: Multiplication Dance: When the music starts everyone dances. When the music stops I call out a number. Everyone on the dance floor then must form groups of people with that number. (ie. If I call out 3, three people have to make a group.) The winners are the last group standing. 

Idea 5: Steal the Bacon

Two teams play against each other. Each member of the team has a number. Using glow sticks and glow necklaces everyone takes turns racing to the center of the floor to grab a glow stick when their number is called. If they can get the glow stick back to their side without being tagged they get to keep it for their team. If they get tagged the other team gets the glow stick. The team with the most glow sticks wins. 

Idea 6: Balloon Games: 

A variety of fun high energy games involving balloons. (see list below for complete listing of balloon games)

Idea 7: Human Knots

Have your group stand shoulder to shoulder in a circle. The group will be working through a challenge to untangle a human knot. Have each person stick their left hand into the circle without touching anyone. Then have them grasp the hand of a different person who is not standing next to them. This should tangle the group. Now have them work together to untangle the knot without letting their hands go. 

Idea 9: Karaoke

Pick a song and sing to it. Groups or individual. 

Idea 10: Coke/Pepsi

Divide group into two teams. Each person has a partner. If the word coke is said all the people on the left side have to run, tag their partners and get back to their spot. If the word Pepsi is said all the people on the right side have to run, tag their partners and get back to their spot. If the word 7 up is said, both sides have to switch. The last team back to their spot is out. The winning team is the last team standing. 

Idea 11: Hula Hoop Contest
Each person is given a hula hoop. The person who hula hoops the longest is the winner. 

Idea 12: Costume Contest/Mummy Wrap

Using props from the room, toilet paper, and the party pack gather childs into teams to decorate one member in the best costume. The winning team is the team with the most creatively decorated person. 

Idea 13: Simon Says

Idea 14: Name That Tune

Using popular songs from the radio, have childs/team try to guess the song. 

Idea 15: Game Show

Have trivia questions for the childs to answer. The child/team that gets the most answers right is the winner. 

Balloon Games: (can be done in any order)

Game idea #1: Balloons in a circle 

Use a hula hoop or make a circle with tape or string. Divide up the group into even teams and give each team a bag of balloons. Tell them the object of the game is to get all the balloons in your bag to fit inside the hula hoop or circle. The team that completes the task the quickest is the winners. 

Game idea #2: Over Under

Have teams line up in a single file line. Place a hula hoop or make a circle in the front of each line. Have one person stand in the circle and have the rest of the group line up behind that person. On go, have the participants alternate between passing the balloon over their had and through their legs. When the balloon gets to the back of the line, that person then runs to the front and begins the process of over and under again. The winning team is the first team to the very first member of the team back to the front of the line. 

Game idea #3: Hot Potato 

Have participants make a circle. When the music starts have the participants pass the balloon around the circle. When the music stops whoever has the balloon is out. Play until there is only one person left.

Game idea #4: Volleyball

Create a net by making a line of chairs across the center of the room or having two volunteers hold a limbo pole. It’s not necessary but a nice touch if you have a few blankets to cover over the chairs or pole to make a “real net.” Divide the group into two teams. Create three rows of chairs on each side and have participants sit in a chair. The game is played just like volleyball; however, you can only hit the balloon while in a seated position. 
Game idea #5: Relay race

Have each team line up single file. At the other end of the room have a chair for each team. Have participants take turns hitting their balloon across the room, around the chair, and back to their team. If the balloon hits the floor, the participant must start over from the beginning. The winning team is the team that completes the game the fastest. 

Game idea #6: Balloon Pop
Have each team line up single file. At the other end of the room have a chair for each team. On each chair place a deflated balloon. Have the participants take turns running to the chair, blowing up the balloon, then placing the balloon on the chair and popping it by sitting on it. The winning team is the team that completes the game the fastest. 

Game idea #7: Balloons on the Wall

This game can be played either on a team or or' an individual basis. A large pile of balloons is assembled in the centre of the room and each player or team is allocated an area of wall. On the word 'Go!' each player takes a balloon, rubs it on his or her clothing to create a static charge and attempts to stick it on his or her area of wall. If the balloon sticks then the player can try it with another one. After a certain period of time the game is stopped and the team or player with the most balloons on its patch of wall is the winner

Game idea #8: Balloon Juggle 

Challenge participants to keep all balloons (1+ per person) in the air.  This gets the group moving and cooperating. Once they've got the hang of it, make it harder by adding in more balloons or placing restrictions e.g., no hands to keep balloons up.  
For an added twist try this: 

Ask participants to keep juggling the balloons, but to sort them into colors (works best with large groups).
Game idea #9: Name Game

Have the participants stand in a circle.  Toss a balloon in the air and call someone's name.  That person must catch the balloon before it touches the ground.  If the person succeeds he/she then tosses the balloon up and calls the next name.

Game idea #10: Ankle Pop

Give each participant a string with a balloon tied to the end. Have the participants tie the other end of the string around their ankle. (Make sure that the string is long enough for the balloon to move around freely. On go each person will try to pop the balloon of other members in the game. The winner is the person who has defended their balloon and popped all the others balloons. 

Game idea #11: How many can you hold? 

Just like the description sounds. Have a contest to see who can hold the most balloons. 

Game idea #12: Balloon marble 

Blow up balloons, putting a small marble through the neck of each one before tying the end. This makes the balloons move in unexpected ways. Release into the group one more balloon than participants. The object is to keep the balloons up in the air. Play this in two teams, each side with an extra balloon. The team who lets a balloon drop to the floor first loses.

Game idea #13: Balloon Art

Have childs create a balloon scarecrow using markers, tape, and props from a party pack or things found in the room. The team with the most creative scarecrow is the winner. 

Game idea #14: Stuff The Balloons

Divide the group into two teams and have each team choose one team mate to put on a baggy pair of pants and a baggy shirt. The object is to see which team can stuff the most balloons into the shirt and pants of their designated team mate in just two minutes. Start your theme music and watch the fun. When the music ends, count the balloons each team has stuffed into their teammates shirt and pants. The team with the most balloons is the winner.
 Game idea #15: Kaboom 

Give each team a die (singular version of dice). Give each person a balloon. On Go, participants will take turns rolling the die. Whatever number they roll, that’s the number of blows they can do to their balloon. Once their turn is up, they pass the die on to the next person in their team. The team who can pop all their balloons the fastest is the winning team. If a player cheats, they must completely let the air out of their balloon and start over again. 

Game idea #16: 16. Balloon Tower

Prep & Props:  About 20 uninflated balloons per person, Plenty of tape, Stopwatch or timer, Tape Measure

This is a great game both for teambuilding and just for fun. Separate players into, preferably, 3 or more teams of about 3-10 persons each. Each team is given a pile of uninflated balloons and a few rolls of clear tape. Instruct the teams that they are to build the largest freestanding balloon tower possible in a certain amount of time. Give no further restrictions on the game. Start the clock, and everyone begins building the towers. When time is called, look at the towers (measure if necessary) and declare whose tower is tallest.

You can shock (and slightly annoy) the players by suggesting that it would not have been against the rules to combine resources with each other to make a much taller tower.

Note on location: Be advised that carpet works quite well, but surfaces like concrete tend to pop the balloons. Experiment ahead of time to make sure the surface is satisfactory

Game idea # 17: Closing Game

At the end of the time for games, put all remaining balloons in a big pile in the center of the room. Give each group a trashcan. Say to the group this is the final game. The object is to get the most balloons into your trashcan. The team with the most balloons wins. At the very end have one volunteer pop the balloons in the trash. 

If this still isn’t enough for you, feel free to contact me and I’ll give you as many game ideas as you could possibly want and more.
Line Dances:
Line dances are a great way to have fun and incorporate all of your guests both young and old. Most line dances are easy to learn and a lot of fun to do in large group settings. Below are suggestions of the most popular line dances. 

Suggested Group Participation Games include:

1) Cha Cha Slide

2) Electric Slide

3) C’mon N Ride The Train

4) Conga Line

5) Cotton Eyed Joe

6) Greased Lighting

7) Hokey Pokey

8) Macarena

9) Get Down Tonight

10)  Shout

11) YMCA

12)  Alley Cat

13)  Booty Call

14)  Mississippi Mudslide

15)  Apache

16)  Limbo

17)  New Electric Slide

18)  The Twist

19) Cupid Shuffle

20) Soljaboy 

Other things to consider but is not mandatory: 

Blessing: Yes or No. If Yes by whom? 

Toast/Speech on behalf of the guest of honor:  

The toast is a short speech in tribute to the guest of honor. It can be given by anyone and is suggested to be no more than 5 minutes long. It is also appropriate to have more than one toast if there are multiple people that would like to speak. Typically, the father of the guest of the honor is the one who gives a toast. Please let me know who will be providing a toast for the event. 

After the toast, some guests of honor may also take a few moments to say something in response to the toast. This is a wonderful opportunity to welcome everyone and to do any special acknowledgements, such as guests who have traveled a long distance or friends or family who have contributed in the preparation of the ceremony or reception. 

Yes or No. (circle one) If yes by whom? _______________________
Grand Finale:

Before the very last dance, I can organize the guests in a circle around the guest of honor, pass a microphone around, and allow each person to offer a special final greeting or best wishes message. This is just a suggestion and does not have to be done if you don’t want it. It is highly suggested that you once again thank your guests for coming and for helping celebrate this special day with you. 

DJ Personality Type:

Lively        Mild        Low Key

Level of DJ Involvement:

High          Moderate    Low

Crowd Involvement:

High         Moderate     Low

Please List any birthday, anniversaries, or other special announcements you would like your disc jockey to make:

Most Played Dance Favorites through the years:

(please highlight or bold the songs you would like played at your event)

Dinner Favorites:

Fly Me To The Moon by Frank Sinatra

As Time Goes by by Jimmy Durante

Because of You by Tony Bennett

Moonlight Serenade by Glenn Miller

Summerwind by Frank Sinatra

Unforgettable by Nat King Cole

My Way by Frank Sinatra

Wonderful World by Louie Armstrong

It Had To Be You by Harry Connick Jr. 

Spanish Eyes by Al Martino

Just The Way You Look Tonight by Frank Sinatra

Crazy by Patsy Cline

Georgia On My Mind by Ray Charles

Moondance by Van Morrison

Beyond the Sea by Bobby Darrin

Mack The Knife by Bobby Darrin

That’s Amore by Dean Martin

Motown: 

Dance To the Music by Sly and The Family Stone

Can’t Help Myself by the Temptations

Got To Give It Up by Marvin Gaye

Respect by Aretha Franklin

This Old Heart of Mine by the Isley Brothers

Dancing In the Streets by Martha and the Vandellas

Let’s Stay Together by Al Green

Same Old Song by The Four Tops

I Feel Good by James Brown

Sex Machine by James Brown

ABC by The Jackson Five

Working My Way Back To You by the Spinners

Ain’t Too Proud To Beg by the Temptations

My Girl by The Temptations

Oldies

The Twist by Chubby Checker

Mustang Sally by Wilson Picket

At The Hop by Danny Junior and the All Stars

Gimme Some Loving by The Spencer Davis Group

Shout by Otis Day 

Johnny B Goode by Chuck Berry 

Do You Love Me? by The Contours 

Build Me Up Buttercup by The Foundations 

Some Kind of Wonderful by Grand Funk Railroad 

Great Balls of Fire by Jerry Lee Lewis 

Devil With A Blue Dress On by Mitch Ryder 

Good Loving by Young Rascals 

Pretty Woman by Roy Orbison 

Run Around Sue by Dion 

Old Time Rock and Roll by Bob Segar

Swing:

In The Mood by Glenn Miller

Jump Jive and Wail by Brian Setzer Orchestra

Sing Sing Sing by Benny Goodman

Rock around the Clock by Bill Haley 

Jail House Rock by Elvis Pressley 

It Don’t Mean A Thing --- Ella Fitzgerald

Rock This Town by the Stray Cats

Swing in the Mood by Jivebunny

Disco: 

Celebration by Kool and The Gang

We Are Family by Sister Sledge

Dancing Queen by Abba

Oh What A Night by Frankie Vallie

Brickhouse by the Commodores

Copacabana by Barry Manilow

Ain’t No Stopping Us by McFadden & Whitehead

I Will Survive by Gloria Gaynor

Staying Alive by the Beegees

Funkytown by Lipps Inc.

My First My Last My Everything by Barry White

Bad Girls by Donna Summer

Born to be Alive by Patrick Hernandez

Disco Inferno by the Tramps

To Be Real by Cheryl Lynn

Ladies Night by Kool and the Gang

Le Freak by Chic

More Than a Woman by The Tavares

Take Your Time Do It Right by the SOS Band

Double Dutch Bus by Frankie Smith

Don’t Stop Til You Get Enough by Michael Jackson

I’m Every Woman by Chaka Kahn 

September by Earth Wind and Fire

Play That Funky Music by Wild Cherry

Groove Is In The Heart by Dee-light 

Country:

Boot Scootin Boogie by Brooks and Dunn

Chattahoocie by Alan Jackson

Save A Horse Ride A Cowboy by Big and Rich

She Thinks My Tractor’s Sexy by Kenny Chesney

Honky Tonk Badonkadonk by Trace Adkins

Redneck Woman by Gretchen Wilson

Friends In Low Places by Garth Brooks

Man I Feel Like A Woman by Shania Twain

Good Time by Alan Jackson

Chicken Fried by Zac Brown Band 

Living In Fast Forward by Kenny Chesney

Shine by Matt Stillwell 

She’s A Hottie by Toby Keith

Love Don’t Live Here by Lady Antebellum 

All I Wanna Do by Sugarland 

Just Got Started Lovin You by James Otto 

Crazy Days by Adam Gregory 

International Harvester by Craig Morgan

70’s and 80’s

Brown Eyed Girl by Van Morrison

Love Shack by The B52’s

You Shook Me All Night Long by AC/DC

Come On Eileen by Dexi’s Midnight Runners

Walking on Sunshine by Katrina and the Waves

You’re The One That I Want from Grease

Footloose by Kenny Loggins

Mickey by Toni Basil

Livin’ On A Prayer by Bon Jovi

Don’t Stop Believing by Journey

Sweet Caroline by Neil Diamond

Mony Mony by Billy Idol

Start Me Up by the Rolling Stones

Into the Groove by Madonna

Whip It by Devo

Take On Me by Aha

Sweet Home Alabama by Lynard Skynard

Rock the Cashbah by the Clash

Wake Me Up Before You Go Go by Wham

Everybody Have Fun Tonight by Wang Chung

Jesse’s Girl by Rick Springfield

Pour Some Sugar On Me by Def Leopard

I Wanna Dance With Somebody by Whitney Houston

Billy Jean by Michael Jackson

I Wanna Rock and Roll all Night by Kiss

Mr. Roboto by Styx 

Total Eclipse of the Heart by Bonnie Tyler

Top 40: 

1, 2 Step by Ciara

Hot In Here by Nelly

Yeah by Usher

Low by Flo rida

Love Game by Lady Gaga

Just Dance by Lady Gaga

Get Me Bodied by Beyonce

Single Ladies by Beyonce

Poker Face by Lady Gaga

Way I Are by Timberland

Sexy Back by Justin Timberlake

Please Don’t Stop the Music by Rihanna

Fire Burning by Sean Kingston

The Anthem by Calabria

Right Round by Flo Rida

I Know You Want Me (Calle Ocho) by Pitbull

Boom Boom Boom by the Black Eyed Peas

I Got A Feeling by the Black Eyed Peas

Sugar by Flo Rida

Disturbia by Rihanna

Best I Ever Had by Drake

Blame It by Jamie Foxx

Turnin Me On by Keri Hilson

Evacuate The Dancefloor by Cascada

Love Story (dance mix) by Taylor Swift

You Belong With Me by Taylor Swift

Party in the USA by Miley Cyrus
Down by Jay Sean

What You Say by Jason Derulo 

Replay by Iyaz f. Sean Kingston

Hard by Rihanna 

Empire State of Mind by Jay Z
Slow Songs:

Can’t Help Falling In Love With You by Elvis

Have I Told You Lately by Van Morrison

Just The Way You Are by Billy Joel

Unchained Melody by the Righteous Bros.

All My Life by The Beatles

At Last by Etta James

When A Man Loves A Woman by Percy Sledge

Always by Atlantic Star

Endless Love by Lionel Ritchie and Diana Ross

I Believe In You And Me by the 4 Tops

Through the Years by Kenny Rogers

Always And Forever by Heatwave

I Don’t Want To Miss A Thing by Aerosmith

Wonderful Tonight by Eric Clapton

You’ve Lost That Loving Feeling by The Righteous 

It’s Your Love by Tim McGraw & Faith Hill

Back at One by Brian McKnight

You’re The Inspiration by Chicago

Lady In Red by Chris DeBurgh

Could Not Ask For More by Edwin McCain/Sara Evans

Breathe by Faith Hill

There You’ll Be by Faith Hill

All My Life by KC & JoJo

Heaven Sent by Keyshia Cole

I Hope You Dance by Lee Ann Womack

You and Me by Lifehouse

Here and Now by Luther Vandross

Glory of Love by Peter Cetera

From This Moment On by Shania Twain

Old School Rap: 

Let Me Clear My Throat by DJ Kool

It Takes Two by Rob Base

Humpty Dance by Digital Underground

Baby Got Back by Sir Mix A Lot

Jump Around by House of Pain

Rappers Delight by The Sugar Hill Gang

Hypnotize by Biggie Smalls

Busta Move by Young MC

Jump by Kris Kross

Push It by Salt N Pepa

Funky Cold Medina by Ton Loc

Walk This Way by Aerosmith & Run DMC

Ice Ice Baby by Vanilla Ice

Scenario by A Tribe Called Quest

Party Up by DMX

Ghetto Superstar by Mya

Everybody Dance Now by C&C Music Factory

Wild Thing by Tone Loc

Motownphilly by Boys To Men

California Love by 2 Pac

This or That by Black Sheep

Love Like This Remix by Faith Evans 
Now That We Found Love by Heavy D

Line Dances/Group Participation

Cha Cha Slide     Chicken Dance             Apache  
Electric Slide    Greased Lightning        Booty Call
Cupid Shuffle    Mississippi Mudslide      YMCA
Macarena            Cotton Eyed Joe         Conga Line

Please List Here Any Other Songs/Artists You Would Like Played At Your Event:

Please List Here Any Other Songs/Artists You Do Not Want Played At Your Event:

Additional Notes:

If there is anything else I should know to ensure your reception runs smoothly, please list the details here. 

For example: 

· If you feel I need to be aware of any sensitive information regarding your event, family or guests. 

· If you are having a video presentation, a singer, musician, centerpiece giveaway, or any other personalized additions that will make your party unique. 
