*note: if you’re not from BC or know a lot about the Canucks, parts of this article might not make sense to you. :)  Basically, Jennifer Mather was a Vancouver news anchor and is engaged to Canucks’ GM Brian Burke. 

Married to the Canucks
By Jennifer Mather


The intros:

**Guest editor Jennifer Mather combines her love of journalism with the love of her life (as well as those of others) in a candid and upfront Q&A with hockey wives Helene Crawford, Kirstin Jovanovski and Erin Morrison (married, respectively, to Canucks’ coach Marc Crawford, defenseman Ed Jovanovski and centre Brendan Morrison).  Suffice to say, the Canucks treat their significant others considerably better than they do their opponents.**

*TV WEEK guest editor JENNIFER MATHER chats with the better halves of Canucks’ stars Ed Jovanovski, Brendan Morrison and coach Marc Crawford about the perks and quirks of being a “hockey wife.”*

	
The article:

	It’s Saturday night, which means, as usual, the TV in our house is tuned to HOCKEY NIGHT IN CANADA.  Don Cherry has become a regular guest in my living room, and on this particular evening he’s ranting and raving about the latest crushing hit Tie Domi has laid on some hapless European.

But it’s not Cherry I’m waiting to see.  During the next intermission, Brian Burke, the general manager and president of the Vancouver Canucks -- who also happens to be my fiancé -- will take on a Toronto-based hockey writer during something called “Satellite Hotstove.”  And you thought Domi could fight.

The “Hotstove” is a forum to discuss rumours and speculation around the NHL.  It often degenerates into a free-for-all yellfest, as various hockey writers, analysts and management types square off with each other, while mild-mannered Ron MacLean tries to moderate.

Tonight is no exception.  I cringe as I watch the Toronto writer attempt to criticize and discredit my guy.  I hold my breath as I see Brian grit his teeth and try to keep his temper, while I ponder the ramifications of a general manager calling an influential sports writer “a no-good sonofabitch liar” on national TV.

Finally, after 10 minutes of sparring, it’s over, and Brian has held his own.  As the lawyer in him likes to say, truth is always the best defence.  I breathe a sigh of relief.

It’s a damn good thing I like hockey.

When I met Brian almost four years ago, we hit it off right away.  Tough, fiercely intelligent, funny, romantic -- I knew he was something special.  The fact that he had a relatively public job didn’t faze me; as a local news anchor, I was used to being in the public eye.  What I didn’t realize at the time was the scope of his popularity -- or unpopularity, as the case may be.

Vancouver is a hockey-mad town, and it’s hungry for a winner -- ravenous, in fact.  After getting a taste of the Stanley Cup final in 1994, fans wanted more.  When the team couldn’t deliver, hockey icon Pat Quinn was let go, and Brian was brought in to right the ship. 

Let’s just say it was not smooth sailing.  The first few years were tough, especially year one -- don’t even get me started on the Mike Keenan debacle.

What I can tell you is that there were times when I thought Brian was crazy to take the job, crazy to put up with all the criticism, insults and calls-for-his-head that were ‘de rigueur’ on sports talk shows and in the newspapers.  Once, my former Global TV colleague, sportscaster Paul Carson, turned to me during the commercial break right before his sportscast and said, “Jennifer, plug your ears -- you’re not gonna like what I’m going to say about Brian.”

And then he proceeded to rip into my future husband.

Brian and I would often battle about how he handled the media.  He has a confrontational, in-your-face style.  I don’t know a lot about running a hockey team, but I figured I had some inside knowledge on how the media business works, so I’d give him advice.  I am a big believer in the old adage that the pen is mightier than the sword:  I thought he should just ignore the critics and naysayers and concentrate on the team.

Brian figured if you took them on, and held them accountable for what they wrote or said, they’d eventually leave you alone.  And if they were spending all their time focusing on him, criticizing him, then chances were they wouldn’t put as much heat on the coaches and the players.  Sometimes it worked, sometimes it didn’t.

We didn’t always see eye to eye on the subject, and often, we’d agree to disagree.  Come to think of it, we’d mostly just disagree.

There was one writer in town with whom Brian took particular umbrage.  He liked to say this particular writer was so negative and so critical that even if the Canucks won the Stanley Cup, this scribe would write a newspaper headline saying, “Canucks Use Ugly Cars in Parade.”

And then there was the time the team was really struggling, and Brian was jogging along the Coal Harbour seawall when some construction workers saw him and threw a big piece of concrete at him as he ran past.  They missed.  On purpose, of course.  At least, that’s what we like to think.

Yes, indeed.  Vancouver is a hockey-mad town.

Of course, as Brian says, what you really have to do to silence the critics is pretty simple:  Win.

When you’re winning, there’s nothing like it.  Winning is a drug, a natural high, an endorphin rush like no other.  Winning is addictive.  

It’s also easier said than done.  And I got to thinking:  As we enjoyed this recent wave of playoff fever, as we basked in the glow of a winning franchise for the first time in a long while, it might be fun -- and enlightening -- to talk to some of the other spouses who have strapped themselves into this rollercoaster ride for a lot longer than I have.

And so, here follows the thoughts and impression of several other so-called “hockey wives:” Helene Crawford, Kirstin Jovanovski and Erin Morrison.

I interviewed the three [who are married, respectively, to Canucks’ coach Marc Crawford, defenseman Ed Jovanovski and centre Brendan Morrison] right after the team’s final game in the 2002 playoffs.  The Canucks were defeated by the Detroit Red Wings, which won the series 4-2.

JENNIFER: Have you always liked hockey?

HELENE: I didn’t have a choice!  I grew up in the East, where the Montreal Canadiens were god!  I had two brothers who played -- not professionally -- but I was dragged to many arenas and got to learn the game.

ERIN:  I’ve been around hockey all my life.  My father played professionally, and my brother-in-law played.  My mother is like, “What did you guys do?”  Two daughters, and both of us married hockey players [laughing] -- it’s a vicious cycle!

KIRSTIN:  [looking sheepish]  I’m from Florida, so it’s baseball and football.  I didn’t even know we had a hockey team when I met my husband.  He was bugging me to come to a game and I remember I told him, “I’ll just come at half-time and catch the third and fourth quarters!”  I said this in front of some of his teammates, and he just shook his head and said, “Shhhhhh! Shhhhh!”  And they all laughed and said, “Where did you get this girl?”

JEN:  As the coach’s wife, what is the most difficult part about being married to a well-known sports personality in this city?

HELENE:  A good example is today.  Our kids had a track meet, and Marc wasn’t able to watch them in their events because there were other children wanting autographs -- and once you start you’ve got to finish.  This went on for a good hour, and then we had to leave.  In the long run he did miss one or two [of the children’s] events, but I believe those are the dues they have to pay -- as hard as it sometimes is for the kids.

JEN:  Eddies’ had a lot of press over the last little while.  How have you dealt with it?

KIRSTIN:  It’s fine.  I mean, I haven’t had any downside to it so far.

ERIN:  I think it was worse around Christmas time, when everything was so negative.  We’d be Christmas shopping on Robson, and someone would yell, “Brendan!”  So you turn and look and they yell, “You suck!”  IT obviously doesn’t affect me as much, except for the fact that he is kind of crushed by it.  And he doesn’t want to go out at that point, or go out for dinner or anything like that.  And so that’s what the hard part is.  And you get protective too.

JEN:  What are some of the good things about being involved with someone in hockey?

KIRSTIN:  Having the summers off!  And honestly, of course, the money.  Most couples argue over money, and we are very lucky to not do that.  The tradeoff during the season, though, is that we all are single mothers.  [All wives nod in agreement.]

JEN:  Do your kids understand why dad is away so much?

HELENE:  In the beginning they didn’t, but now they do.  I’m the mother and father this time of year.  I don’t have help -- I never have.  But I have great friends and a great support system.

KIRSTIN:  It cracks me up because my youngest will grab the phone and automatically say, “Daddy? Da Da?”  Because that’s how it is a lot of the time -- she “sees” her dad over the phone.  My oldest knows her daddy is at work.

JEN:  Does she watch him on TV?

KIRSTIN:  Oh yeah!  She’ll yell, “Go Canucks Go!”  And give her little cheer. 

JEN:  After a loss that’s really hard to deal with, how do you console your husband?  I know with Brian, I just have to leave him alone for a while.

KIRSTIN:  It’s the same with us.  You just try to talk about family things -- not trivialize it, but just try to talk about family and children and what we’re going to do.

HELENE:  I totally agree.  And he also has to realize and respect the fact that I’m not going to dwell on a loss, because there’s another game to prepare for.  Obviously, Marc has matured through the years as a player into a coach.  I think he takes losses tougher as a coach.  This loss tonight is going to be a tough one.  I thought Tuesday’s [loss] was going to be really bad, but he was fine.  And the Sunday game he wasn’t -- you just never know.

JEN:  And how does that make you feel?  I find it very stressful.

ERIN:  I do get stressed.  I think about how much it’s going to affect Brendan over the summer, because he’s going to be so crushed, just so crushed.  It’s going to be a really crappy couple of weeks.  And our summers are different, because we stay here [in the Lower Mainland], so we hear about it a lot.

JEN:  Do you do anything special for them after a loss?  Do you make them a special dish or give them a massage?  [lots of laughter here!]

HELENE:  No!  Seriously, though, after 20 years, no.  I used to have those butterflies, and I used to say, “Crow, I wish I could take away this hurt.”  But once a loss is done and I’ve left the rink, I’ve got to move on.  I don’t believe you can dwell on it.

KIRSTIN:  That’s right.  You can’t really dwell on it.  They have to move on to the next game plan, and decide what they have to do.  But I personally think both of your men [Brian and Marc] have it a little harder.  For the guys, it’s a team thing.  They may feel bad about how they played, but the GM and the coach take the brunt of the press and the criticism.

JEN:  Right.  Your guys [Eddie and Brendan] can’t be fired.  They can be traded, but not fired.

ERIN:  Exactly.

KIRSTIN:  If I was a man, I would never want to be a GM, and I would have ulcers if I were a coach!

JEN:  Does the possibility of being traded weigh on the back of your mind?

KIRSTIN:  We all know it’s part of the job.

ERIN:  It comes with the territory.

KIRSTIN:  It’s tough.  But for us, getting traded here, it was the best thing for Eddie’s career.  He looks at Brian as a father figure, and under Marc’s supervision he’s just done really well.  He credits a lot of that to Marc.

JEN:  People assume you live very glamorous lives.  Is it glamorous?

HELENE:  At times. . .

KIRSTIN:  But for some reason, everytime they’re gone, something bad happens at the house!

HELENE:  Ear infections, plumbing. . .

KIRSTIN:  Plumbing!  [laughing]  Something always goes wrong with the plumbing!

JEN:  Would you change anything?  Would you ever trade it in for a so-called normal life?

HELENE:  I’m not going to lie.  Some days -- you bet.  You bet, just to have that normal family schedule.  Especially now that the kids are older.

ERIN:  For us, we’re still young, just really starting, so right now it’s okay.  But some days. . .

KIRSTIN:  And what other job could you have that would allow them to spend four months of the summer entirely with us?

JEN:  What happens after hockey?  Have you thought about it?

ERIN:  Haven’t thought about it much yet.

KIRSTIN:  Yes, just ‘cause I’m a control freak, and I worry.

ERIN:  I think a lot of us are very controlling, just because of the schedule.

HELENE:  I find I’m very bad -- I have a daybook by the phone, one on the fridge. . .

KIRSTIN:  You know, I find most of the women involved with these guys are sort of the same -- real individuals, but at the same time they match up the same way with their partners.  We’re like the core, the base, their stable rock that’s always there.

HELENE:  Solid.

ERIN:  You have to be in charge sometimes.

HELENE:  What I love about his job is that he loves his job.  That’s a positive.

JEN:  Do your guys love their jobs?

KIRSTIN:  Absolutely!

ERIN:  Oh yeah.  He wouldn’t want to do anything else in the world except for this.  And he’ll take any of the bad stuff that comes with it -- he’s just so happy to be doing this.

HELENE:  They’re lucky, because there aren’t too many men who get up in the morning who love what they’re doing.

KIRSTIN:  And they joke around that they would do it for free.  Also, another positive is when the fans of this city are behind them, there’s nothing like it.

JEN:  Which brings me to my last question:  What do you think of Vancouver fans?

ERIN:  They’re quite informed, and they want the team to do well.

KIRSTIN:  They’ve been really nice.  They’ve been great.  They are generally really great fans.

HELENE:  They are awesome!  Just awesome fans!



Here’s a little profile that was done on each one of the ladies:

HELENE CRAWFORD
Husband:  Marc, aka “Crow”
Children:  Dylan, 11; Kaitlin, nine
Married:  20 years this June
Hometown:  Cornwall, Ontario
How They Met:  Helene was 17 when she met Crow, who was playing junior hockey in Cornwall, and knew her brother.  The two also went to high school together for a short time.
Cute Memory:  One of Helene’s first encounters with Marc was at a hockey rink -- he had a broken jaw and couldn’t talk; she thought he was “really rude.”  One day they skipped class together and went to the library to “study.”  The rest is history.

KIRSTIN JOVANOVSKI
Husband:  Eddie, aka “Jovo”
Children:  Kylie, three; Kyra, one
Married:  Four years
Hometown:  Boca Raton, Florida
How They Met:  Six years ago, Kirstin was stranded in a parking lot outside a popular nightspot in Florida.  Eddie, who was playing for the Panthers at the time, offered her a ride home.
Cute Memory:  Kirstin worked as a paramedic at a local hospital.  Eddie would bring her lunch at the trauma centre, even though he hates hospitals and especially doesn’t like blood.

ERIN MORRISON
Husband:  Brendan, aka “Mo”
Children:  Brayden, two weeks old
Married:  July 21, 2001
Hometown:  Penticton, BC
How They Met:  Brendan played junior hockey in Penticton.  They went to high school together.
Cute Memory:  They were high school sweethearts, but chose different post-secondary paths.  And even though Erin went on to Western University in Ontario for four years, while Brendan left to play for the University of Michigan, she always knew they would end up together.


