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An Invitation 
Hi!  My name is Maggie Leman.  I am the President of the North Carolina Pygmy Goat Club and a National Pygmy Goat 
Association Region 8 Director.  I want to tell you about all of the wonderful Pygmy Goat enthusiasts who are looking for 
you! 

Owning Pygmy Goats is just plain fun whether you have high-falootin’ show goats or just some cute pets.  Pygmy Goat 
owners are fun people too!  We take our LOVE of Pygmies seriously but we don’t take OURSELVES too seriously.  But 
just like our goats we have lots more fun if we are members of a “herd”, right?  

I want to tell you about the North Carolina Pygmy Goat Club.  Now don’t let the name fool you; we have members from 
all over the Southeast and from all over the country!   We offer some very nice membership benefits including a very 
informative quarterly newsletter, an exclusive for members only 39 page Booklet “Helpful Hints for Your Herd”, an up-to-
date website where members can advertise for free, we host several shows every year with classes for both registered 
and not registered Pygmy Goats and we offer educational seminars covering a range of subjects from beginner 
husbandry, Simple Cheesemaking and DIY parasite testing.  Pygmy Goat Shows are not stuffy affairs; we love to visit with 
friends and can “talk goat” all day.  Do you have a youngster who is interested in 4-H and showing Pygmy Goats?  Want 
to actually try showing a goat?  We will help get your feet wet and get you into the ring with a real show goat.  Both the 
judges and your fellow exhibitors are very helpful and friendly; we want you to have FUN!  We welcome newbie goat 
owners and old-timers too, young and not so young.  We can help you find a vet, help you find new stock, help you find 
the best feed store and hay dealer and you can help us too.  Visit our club website at http://www.angelfire.com/nc/ncpgc 
and browse this complementary newsletter.  You will find a handy Application for Membership on the last page, come join 
our merry herd today! 

We are looking at new locations for some for our 2010 shows.  We may be having one at a member’s farm in SC and one 
at a member’s farm in the mountains of NC.  Watch our website and newsletter for updates.   The 2010 NPGA National 
Convention will be in Hamilton, Ohio in mid June.   

So grab a cup of coffee, glass of tea or soda, sit back and browse through our newsletter.  We can’t wait to hear from you!  

Maggie Leman 
 

 
 

Is She Ready For Love? 
If you don’t keep a buck on your farm but want to know when your gals are ready for a tryst with 
Loverboy make a Buck Rag.  Go visit a friend with a wonderful stinky buck, the exact breed 
doesn’t matter so much as long as he is in rut and STINKY.  Carry along a small towel, a 
washcloth works fine and a Ziploc bag, a pair of exam gloves for yourself will keep his scent off 
your hands.   Rub that cloth all over Mr. Bucky’s head and front legs and seal it up in the Ziploc.  
Every day open the bag and let your gals take a whiff.  The doe in heat will usually show a lot of 
interest by flagging her tail, squatting and urinating, and curling her lip.  You can examine her for 
a vaginal discharge.  In this way you can track her heats and plan when to take her for a lover’s 
rendezvous.  This may help bring a doe into heat too!   



Important Stuff 
President: Maggie Leman maggidans@msn.com  

VP: Iain White buffalo_hills@mindspring.com 

Sec./Membership Ch.: Dan Dawson maggidans@msn.com 

Treas./Show Ch.: Jason Overman bruno_goatboy@yahoo.com 

Past President: vacant 

Delegate: Laurie Getzendanner  buffalo_hills@mindspring.com 

Delegate: Ronnie Overman  336-622-3329 

Delegate: vacant 

Club Website:  http://www.angelfire.com/nc/ncpgc 

NPGA Website:  http://www.npga-pygmy.com 

NPGA Reg. 8 Director:  Andy Nash  possumandy@aol.com  

NPGA Reg. 8 Director:  Maggie Leman maggidans@msn.com 

2009 Tattoo Letter is Z 
2008 Tattoo Letter is Y 

The NPGA requires that all registered goats be assigned 
tattoos, even if they are not actually used.  The letters “G”, “I”, 
“O”, “Q” and “U” are skipped, as they are easily confused with 
other letters or numbers. There is a good article about how to 
assign and use tattoos and herdnames on the NPGA website 
at: 

http://www.npgapygmy.com/resources/husbandry/tattoo_letters.asp 

It’s A Date! 
The NC State Fair Pygmy Goat Show 

October 23 - 25, 2009 
NC State Fairgrounds in Raleigh, NC 

Judge:  Rebecca Mumpower 
1 Wether Show, 1 Doe Show, Showmanship and Fun Classes 

 Contact Maggie Leman; see the Members List in this Newsletter. 
 

The Festival Of Pygmies 
November 6-8, 2009 

Guilford Co. Agricultural Center in Greensboro, NC 
2 full shows:  Showmanship, Wethers, Does and Bucks 

Annual Holiday Potluck Banquet 
Contact Jason Overman or Maggie Leman; see the Members List in this Newsletter. 

 
Many members enjoy showing their goats. Newbies are very welcome in the show ring; you will find your fellow 
competitors to be very friendly and helpful.  Our shows have classes for both registered and non- registered pygmy goats, 
wethers, does, and bucks, and showmanship classes. The NCPGC hosts four NPGA sanctioned shows a year.  They are 
usually scheduled for the first weekend in April, the second weekend in June, Labor Day weekend, and the November 
Show and Holiday Banquet.  There is also a Pygmy Goat Show at the NC State Fair in October. 
  
Updated show information, Entry Forms and Showbills and Event Registration Forms will be available online at the 
NCPGC website, or by snail mail or email by contacting the appropriate persons for each event.  Watch the NCPGC 
website for updates! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Sticky Situation 
A generous spritz of Pam Cooking Spray will help keep post birthing goop from sticking so badly to 
a doe’s tail and makes daily cleanup much easier.  It also helps to keep sticky baby poop off the 
new kids’ bottoms.  A hardened blob of baby poop can keep a kid from being able to defecate. 

 

 



Problems Which Can Frequently Be Related to Nutrition  

From the Saanendoah website at www.saanendoah.com 

Paralytic Problems: 

Problems:                                                     Possible nutritional answers: 

Milk Fever Ca/Phos. Ratio; Vit. D; inorganic sulfate 

Downer milk fever The above + magnesium 

Grass tetany Magnesium 

Knuckling fetlocks, weak hindlegs Vitamin E, Selenium, Copper 

Nerve loss Copper 

Ataxia Copper, copper-molybdenum 

Breeding Problems: 

Problems:                                                                        Possible nutritional answers: 

Retained placentas, metritis Copper, zinc, selenium, vitamin E 

Lack of estrus Copper, zinc, selenium, vitamin E 

Tailless sperm in semen Selenium 

Lack of libido Copper-molybdenum 

Hoof Problems: 

Problems:                                                                        Possible nutritional answers: 

Hoof Rot Copper, iodine 

Abnormal hoof growth Copper 

Soft hoof growth Copper 

Swollen fetlocks Copper 

Laminitis High rumen acid upsets copper absorption 

Hairy wart resistance Copper (nutrition), formaldehyde (foot bath) 

 Intestinal Problems: 

Problems:                                                                        Possible nutritional answers: 

Acidosis (pH balance) Sodium bicarbonate 
Low butterfat test Sodium bicarbonate 

Undigested feed in manure Copper, cobalt 

Scouring Copper, molybdenum 

Worm resistance Copper, molybdenum 

Low production Copper, zinc, manganese, inorganic sulfate 

Abnormal appetite Copper, cobalt 

Metabolic Problems: 

Problems:                                                                        Possible nutritional answers: 

High somatic cell count Copper, zinc, selenium, Vitamin E 
Ketosis Copper, inorganic sulfate 

White muscle disease Selenium 
Pneumonia Copper, zinc, selenium, Vitamin E 

Heart abnormalities Copper, selenium, magnesium 
Anemia Iron, copper, cobalt 

Tongue lolling Copper 
Retarded growth Copper, molybdenum 

Sudden death Copper, selenium, grease & nitrate 
Off-flavor milk High iron (feed or water; Vitamin E 

High culling rate Poor mineral nutrition program 
Fat cow syndrome Copper, inorganic sulfate 

Hair off color, no bloom Copper, selenium 
 



Free Goats – Friend or Foe? 
By Gary Pfalzbot 

http://www.goatworld.com 

"Free goat" or "free goats" available to a good home are quite often seen in ads as well as in private situations. While I do 
not want to rain on the entire concept of freely giving a goat to a good home for a good reason, I would like to point out a 
few tips and facts that may help a person decide whether or not "free" is really the best option from which to choose.  

There are a variety of people raising goats for a variety of reasons. From the person who just wants to have a goat or two 
around the place as a pet to the people who raise goats for specific purposes such as breeding, meat, milk, fiber, etc. 
There is also a certain type of people that are just wanting to "get their feet wet" to see if goats will become a good hobby 
or endeavor as well as the youngster wanting to get started with a 4H of FFA project. No matter the purpose, there are 
specific diseases and conditions that make the prospect of a "free goat", not so enticing and not so free.  

The three specific diseases that come to mind are Caseous Lymphadenitis (CL), Caprine Arthritic Encephalitis (CAE), and 
Johne’s Disease. Each of these should be considered a direct threat not only to the "free goat", but also to any other 
goats that are either present on the prospective farm, or the future expansion of the herd.  

While at least one of these diseases can be directly passed to humans and other animals as well, the other diseases can 
be passed throughout the other goats in a herd and are either uncurable (at this writing), and/or remain an active bacteria 
living in the soil for many years - difficult to eradicate.  

For the person just wanting to get started with goats and possibly looking to expand in the future, the ramifications can be 
devastating. It will be very difficult to maintain a healthy herd and have peace of mind that the farm or ranch will be 
disease free. For the person just wanting to add a few more head to the herd at the cheapest cost possible, it is also a 
devastating prospect - the risk of infecting otherwise healthy goats is great.  

Many professional and herd health conscious breeders and owners will simply refuse at great length, to accept any goat 
that has not been recently tested as a "disease free" animal. They fully understand the complications and heartbreak one 
dear, sweet and beautiful (but infected) goat can pose to the health of their herd. These same breeders more often than 
not are also the same breeders that advise to NOT purchase animals from stockyards, auctions, and other facilities where 
an innumerable amount of animals pass through on a regular basis - the risk of disease is just too great.  

But, on the bright side (and as I said, I don't want to completely condemn the idea of free goats), some goats that are 
offered for free may be disease free. The reasons for parting with these goats in the first place may be for reasons other 
than disease. Some simply find that goats are not for them. Some rid themselves of their goats for their own health issues. 
The list is long for "good" reasons.  

In my opinion, if you are considering getting a free goat, please, for the sake of the goat industry and your own well-being, 
have the goat tested. Goats that carry these incurable, communicable and often unmanageable diseases need to be 
disposed of (and even though I have a soft heart) through a means where they will not turn back up in a herd that is to be 
used for production purposes. By following this simple rule, you will be saving someone the heartache of finding out that 
their goats have become ill all because "they didn't know".  

To put it bluntly and in terms that I think everyone can understand, think of the AIDS virus. If you know that a person has 
AIDS, I seriously doubt that you would be inclined to enter a sexual relationship with that person for fear of becoming 
infected yourself. Some of the diseases that goats can carry are no different in scope and should be treated accordingly. If 
we are going to further popularize the goat and goatkeeping throughout the world, we need to take extra precaution 
before we let goats enter our farms and premises.  

  

Treating Tiny Terrors, Controlling Lice 
Late winter and early spring are the season for lice.  At some time or another all goat herds will be infected.  Watch for 
goats that scratch or stomp their legs as if a fly were biting.  There are 2 types of lice, biting and sucking lice.  Biting lice 
cause a good deal of irritation but since they don’t suck blood they aren’t as dangerous to the health of the goat.  Sucking 
lice can cause severe anemia and are especially fond of tender young kids. Lice spend their entire lives on their host 
animal, they can only survive about a week or so away from their host.  However nits (eggs) attached to shed hairs may 
allow for lice to survive in the environment for up to 3 weeks as it takes that long for them to hatch.  Lice are species 
specific for the most part although goats and sheep may share some species of lice.  You can’t catch lice from your goats; 
your goats can’t catch lice from your chickens. To truly control lice the whole herd must be treated at the same time. No 
insecticide or treatment will kill nits so treatments must be repeated once weekly for 3 weeks to kill those that will hatch in 
that time.  Most of these treatments are effective for mange mites too. 

A cattle pour-on such as Boss II works well; adjust the dose according to weight. 

Ivermectin or Cydectin pour-on works well if used as a pour-on.  Ivermectin given orally does very little to control lice. 

Sevin Dust (5%) and Insecticidal Livestock Powders are also effective.  Powders can be tricky to apply so try this:  Put the 
powder into a sock and use this to rub the powder all over the goat.  Be sure to do the top of the head but avoid the face. 



Goats Thrive in Arid and Savannah Climates Because That's Where They Evolved 
By D. de Treville 

Previously published in THE GOAT RANCHER MAGAZINE November 2003. 

Now at The Heart of Africa Burundi Goat Rehabilitation Project Website 
http://burundigoats.tripod.com/Tropical_Emphasis/Evolution/evolution.html 

I was thinking about the very negative impacts on your goats that a lot of you experienced in humid areas of North 
America, during Summer 2003, due to high temperatures/heavy rain - climates that are technically associated with 
subhumid and humid ecosystems.  Maybe that's not the kind of climate that you normally experience in your area - but it is 
clearly seems to have been the ecosystem construct for many of you over the last year.  

This has had major implications for parasite population explosions: coccidiosis, stomach worms, flukes, etc. - affecting 
goats to a far greater extent than cattle and horses, and other livestock.  As well, pasture grasses in wet climates will be 
less nutritious because they will be waterlogged and minerals will have been leached out of them. As well, heat stress, 
lowered libido / estrus, pneumonia, hoof-rot, and increased vulnerability to other diseases are often found in goats 
experiencing these climatic conditions – when either by breed or by conditioning, they are not able to efficiently cope with 
these conditions.  

Why do most goats suffer so much in these conditions?  Simple.  For tens of thousands of years they evolved in, and 
developed optimal survival strategies for living in arid and semiarid ecosystems where extensive pastoral, rather than 
intensive sedentary farming systems, are the norm.   

For a view of how close the species-breed-ecosystem link is, here's how goat (and sheep) populations stack up in Africa - 
where over 30% (160 million) of the world's goat population is found (see table below):  

Why are there only 9% of Africa's 160 million goats in humid zones, while 
39% are in arid and 27% in semiarid areas - the latter two representing a 
whopping 66% of the goat population?  Because that's the kind of climate in 
which they evolved and therefore thrive: able to travel long distances in 
search of forage that is often coarse and of high tannin content and so 
unsuitable for other stock, and able to go long periods without water - 5 
days for some breeds.  

By nature goats are not heavy water drinkers as they have a highly efficient 
digestive process whereby liquid is efficiently extracted from ingested food.  
Compare, for example, goat berries with cow dung and you'll see how much 
more liquid the goat's digestive tract removes than is the case with cow 
dung.  As well, goats HATE rain!  They evolved largely in ecozones where 
there is little rainfall – and when rain does fall in arid and semiarid regions, it 
is generally a brief cloudburst.  Hence, goat coats in many breeds do not have the oily, protective 'anti-rain/snow' features 
of cattle, horses, dogs and other breeds that evolved in wetter climates.  As well, many goat breeds are easily susceptible 
to hoof-rot in these wet conditions.  

Due to extensive browsing patterns by which goats in their natural habitat travel many hundreds of square miles annually 
in search of food, as well as due to the pattern of browsing whereby goats do not generally eat close to the ground, it was 
not necessary for the original breeds to develop high levels of resilience or genetic resistance to parasites.  Therefore, 
many of today's breeds coming from arid and semi-arid regions simply cannot naturally (efficiently) cope with high worm 
burdens and some diseases that are met in more humid areas – without substantial inputs by way of wormers and more 
intensive management practices.  In such humid or wet areas, goats may have to graze close to the ground rather than 
browse, thus increasing parasite intake from pasture and forbs.  As well, the goat-to-land ratio may be so high as to result 

in dangerously high parasite populations in pastures  

Goats do exist in humid areas, but without increased inputs and more systematic 
management practices, a high price is paid as regards productivity: prolificacy can 
be much lower and pre/post-weaning mortality much higher.  As well, heat/humidity 
stress, virulent tick-borne diseases, lower nutritive value of fodder, hoof problems, 
etc, are common. 

Some of the breeds in Africa that have been many generations in humid and 
subhumid ecozones have, through natural selection, developed a certain varying 
degrees of genetic resistance to certain parasites.  Examples include West African 
Dwarf breeds, the Small East African Goats, and our own Central African Goats.   
These breeds have adapted to a wide variety of brush and grasses that are closer to 
the ground and generally denser.  Hence, traveling long distances and 'reaching 
high' are not necessary adaptive strategies.  Shorter, more compact body types and 

greater resilience or genetic resistance to parasites have apparently been the adaptive strategies for goats that have been 
in these areas over the last several millennia.    

Percentage of Goats By Ecosystem  
On The African Continent: 

Zone Goats Sheep 

Arid               39% 36% 

Semiarid           27% 22% 

Subhumid           16% 14% 

Humid               9% 8% 
 

 

[Note - %'s do not add up to 100% due to 
irregularities and/or ambiguities of some of 
the data associated with this survey  

 
West African Dwarf of Guinea 
origin browsing Ficus leaves and 
twigs. 



As well, lower twinning rates, reduced estrus cycles, greater heat/humidity tolerance, tolerance to some tick-borne 
diseases, resistance to pneumonia and foot-rot, etc, are adaptive strategies that have helped indigenous goat breeds to 
survive - and thrive - in these more humid areas.  However as mentioned, the price paid is lower productivity - with the 
exception of the Boer, whose origin in the South African veldt fairly closely replicates the semiarid regions in which goats 
originally evolved. 

So, it's a risky strategy to think that – in subtropical areas of North America where meat goat production is increasing  

goat-to-land ratios and where goats are being grazed rather than browsed - 
that wormers and medical inputs alone are going to solve the problems.  
When exotic goat breeds – such as the Boer, which originated in a semi-
arid environment – are introduced into theses areas they simply aren't 
genetically equipped to deal with the problem in ways that can sustainably 
lead to high production levels and therefore high economic returns.   In 
areas typified by cold weather part of the year, the parasite and disease 
cycles will be cut or at least modified. 

Improved management and breeding for genetic resistance seem, now, to 
offer the best, non-chemical methods to begin to deal with the problem of 
increasing sustainable, intensive production of goats in subtropical and 
tropical ecosystems - both in Africa and in North America.  Improved 
management can be accomplished in the short term, particularly 
management that works to strategically incorporate browse and agro-
forestry species into the farming system and to manage pastures in ways 
that minimize parasite loads.   

As for breeding for genetic resistance, this is a long-term and sometimes costly process – possibly more easily sustained 
in Africa, Australia and New Zealand than in the Northern Hemisphere for reasons of cost and prior experience in 
resistance breeding.  But with lessons learned that are wholly applicable to North American and elsewhere. 

 

From Wikipedia:  The Yule Goat  
(Danish: Julebuk, Norwegian: Julebukk, Swedish: Julbock) is one of the oldest Scandinavian and Northern European Yule 
and Christmas symbols. Its origins might go as far back as to pre-Christian days, where goats where connected to the god 
Thor, who rode the sky in a wagon drawn by a pair of goats. 

The function of the Yule Goat has differed throughout the ages. As far as until the 19th century, youths would go from 
house to house during Christmas time to perform small plays or sing Yule Goat songs, with one of the in the group 
dressed up as the Yule Goat. In Finland, the Yule Goat was originally said to be an ugly creature that frightened children, 
and demanded gifts at Christmas. During the 19th century its role shifted towards becoming the giver of Christmas gifts, in 
Finland as well as the rest of Scandinavia, with one of the men in the family dressing up as the Yule Goat. This tradition 
would have the goat replaced with the jultomte (Santa Claus) at the end of the century, and the tradition of the man-sized 
goat disappeared. 

The Yule Goat is nowadays best known as a Christmas ornament, a figure, often made out of straw or roughly-hewn 
wood. In older Scandinavian society a popular prank was to place the Yule Goat in a neighbour's house without them 
noticing; the family successfully pranked had to get rid of it in the same way. The modern version of the Yule Goat figure 
is a decorative goat made out of straw and bound with red ribbons, a popular Christmas ornament often found under the 
Christmas tree. Large versions of this ornament are frequently erected in towns and cities around Christmas time — these 
goats tend to be set on fire before Christmas, a "tradition" that is dangerous, illegal and certainly unasked for by the goat 
makers. The Gävle goat was the first of these goats, and remains the most famous as well as the most burnt down. 

 

 

 
Dwarf breeds in tropical areas of West 
Africa have over generations evolved to 
deal effectively with high parasite 
burdens.  



Excerpts from: Grandma, why are you planting that peach tree? 
Thoughts shared by Gloria Winters 

 

I recently read a fantastic article by Cathie Keblinger in Goat Rancher magazine.  It 
spoke to me because it was truly about leaving our legacy here on earth; leaving the 
good of the goat breeds and earth for the next generations.  I believe many of our club 
members will appreciate her thoughts as well so here are some excerpts I wanted to 
share with the club: 

“When my grandmother was 90 years old she bought an improved type of peach tree 
from a nursery. While she was superintending the planting of it by my uncle, my aunt 
asked Grandma, “Mother, why are you planting that peach tree?”  Grandma looked at 

her in genuine surprise and said, “Why, I like peaches”.  Grandma did enjoy two crops of peaches from that seedling tree 
before she died. She ate some of the fruit fresh and put some up as preserves. Out in Grandma’s yard, which is now our 
yard, we still have peach trees descended from the ones she brought up here and planted even as a young bride. 

I mention all this because some of you have asked me why we spent a fair sized chunk of money to buy our new goat 
when we were suppose to be retiring.  And we’re surprised that you ask a question with such an obvious answer – we like 
goats! 

I remember being a very young child standing with my family beside the bed where by Grandma’s mother lay ill. She 
asked Daddy about the bay mare. He told Grandma that her colt had been born that morning and Grandma listened with a 
beaming smile to his description of the colt. She asked questions and discussed the colt’s future with great interest.  
Grandma died just a few hours later.  People don’t cease being what they are just because they get too old to take care of 
a ranch full of livestock.  If you don’t have grown children around you doing all the hard work and you can’t hire help, you 
have to sell down to a handful of stock, but they still fascinate you and you still plan for their future.  Livestock are not just 
a short-term business investment, they are an ongoing legacy. 

I can’t speak for other goat breeders who have sold out or cut down the size of their herds, but most of them probably did 
it because they had to face the same facts we did. Seventy years of age rob the body of elasticity, fleetness of foot, and 
95% of the energy a person had at the age of 25. But many of us would still like to have some goats around the place.  
We would be lonely without them.  That’s why we said in every ad that we were keeping a few goats because we didn’t 
want to mislead people into thinking we had cleaned our pastures of everything that bleated. 

It is true that we will only be breeding a small number of nannies, but we still wanted a quality billy goat to breed them to.  
We still think it is important that our nannies produce good offspring.  Why, you ask, is it important to produce good kids if  
you only sell about a dozen a year? Because one of the most interesting things in our lives is our livestock – our goats 
and our cattle. They are not only our business, they are our hobby and main focus in life, and they link us to our past and 
the future. 

So we wouldn’t dream of using some kind of billy less than the best we could produce or afford to buy, the one we judged 
best suited to improve our livestock according to the qualities we consider important. 

Now John and I are neither one anywhere near dead, both getting around just fine and feeling good, so we’ll probably see 
lots more generations of goats.  But when we die, if the Good Lord is willing and the stock don’t have to be sold to take us 
through our last days, our nieces and nephews and friends will end up with the best goats we could turn out because 
that’s the example that has been set for us in life and that’s the example we want to set.” 

(To read the complete article you can get the November 2007 issue of Goat Rancher magazine or contact Cathie and 
John Keblinger at Seven-A-Plus ranch at 7aplusboers.com) 

 

 

Goat Toy Safety 
When using an empty wire spool as a goat toy be sure 
to cover the center hole to avoid serious leg injuries 
before giving it to the goats to play “King of the 
Mountain”.   

 



Parasitism in Goats 
By Maggie Leman 

Goats are not naturally resistant to internal parasites.  In the harsh environments where most wild goats occur, resistance is not 
particularly needed; the environment itself kills most parasite eggs and larvae quickly. Wild goats range over great distances 
looking for adequate food; so many parasites dropped in the feces are never consumed by the host animal and die before the 
herd returns to that area.  Goats are browsers not grazers, preferring to eat at least 10 inches from the ground feeding on brush, 
leaves, bark, twigs and tall grass where parasite larvae are not found in great numbers.  When man domesticated goats that 
changed.  Goats are now kept in fenced pastures “forced” to graze grass close to the ground and are often overcrowded.  They 
are kept on the same pasture for years.  They are kept in warm and moist environments where parasites can flourish, rather in 
the desert conditions of their wild ancestors. Their exposure to parasites can be overwhelming in many areas.    

Gastrointestinal nematodes, worms, are the number one killer of goats in the US.  The most harmful is the Barberpole Worm 
(Haemonchus contortus). There are other blood-sucking worms that infect sheep and goats Trichostrongylus colubriformis, T. 
axei, Teladorsagia (Ostertagia) circumcincta, Cooperia spp., Oesophagostomum, Trichuris ovis, Strongyloides papillosus, and 
Bunostomum.  All of these contribute to the problem of parasitism in our herds, but the Barberpole Worm is the most serious.  It 
is very hardy, the eggs and larvae can survive a long time in the environment.  It reproduces very quickly with the lifecycle 
completed in less than 3 weeks.  One female Barberpole Worm can lay 5000 eggs A DAY.  The signs of a heavy infestation of 
Barberpole Worm include anemia, edema under the jaw (Bottle Jaw) and in lower extremities and the lower abdomen, 
underweight, unthrifty, and sparse rough hair coat.  Sometimes, but not always, a goat gets clumpy stools or loose diarrhea, but 
these worms can kill before that symptom appears.  Tapeworms are not on this list.  They do not suck blood but eat the partially 
digested food in the gut of the goat.  Tapeworms very rarely bother a well-fed goat.   

Because of the misuse, overuse and underdosing of anthelminthics (deworming medications) the most serious parasites have 
become very resistant and difficult to kill. Many years ago rotating the type of dewormer was recommended and many drug 
companies jumped on the bandwagon, neatly packaging several different types together so the livestock owner could buy a 
year’s worth of deworming medications at once. The thought here was that parasites could not build up a resistance because 
the drug was changed every time.  The truth is that some worms would survive each time and with each passing year the 
survivors would become more resistant to ALL of the different drugs at once.  This left the livestock owner with nothing to turn to 
once this program stopped working.   Every day low dose deworming became the rage.  Again the surviving parasites were soon 
resistant to those drugs and every drug in its class.  Livestock owners were told it was ABSOLUTELY necessary to deworm ALL 
of their animals regularly whether they needed it or not.  So once again all surviving worms in that herd were resistant to the 
dewormer(s) being used. 

This has become a critical problem with keeping goats all over the world, but there is hope.  The FAMACHA program was 
developed in South Africa to help control the Barberpole Worm.  Goats are examined, looking at the color of the mucus 
membrane of the lower inner eyelid once every 14 to 28 days.  The level of anemia is determined and goats are dewormed 
accordingly, this is called Smart Drenching and is part of the FAMACHA program.  This does several things; it saves the goat 
owner time and money, only those goats needing treatment get it.  You can begin to select goats for natural immunity; those 
goats that always need treatment can be culled. Suffice it to say a goat should have deep pinkish red membranes, much the 
same as ours (saying you aren’t anemic yourself).  Pale pink to white membranes indicate a severe problem and the goat should 
be dewormed.  It has been observed that 20-30% of the animals in the herd harbor 70-80% of the parasites.   Treating these 
goats dramatically decreases the level of parasite eggs being put into the environment.   Smart Drenching slows the 
development of resistant worms in the herd by creating refugia for the non-resistant worms.  Leaving some worms that are not 
drug resistant to lay eggs, be consumed by the herd and mate with the remaining resistant worms lowers the genetic resistance 
in future generations of worms.  This particular parasite control strategy has been largely ignored until now because it seemed 
we always had powerful dewormers.  The only time a goat is automatically dewormed is right after kidding.  Due to the stress of 
kidding, even a normal delivery, and the hormonal changes occurring in the doe’s body, dormant worms become very active 
taking advantage of the doe’s lowered resistance.  Kids are also especially vulnerable and susceptible to ingesting any eggs 
passed by the worms the doe is carrying. 

Pasture rotation, resting a pasture for 30 to 90 days, was once thought to be very helpful for controlling worms, but this does not 
work well for controlling the Barberpole Worm.  It can survive a year or more in the environment, especially in the south.  For 
rotational grazing to work best you need to graze a different species behind the goats to clear the infective larvae from the 
pasture.  Grazing horses or cattle behind your goats will accomplish this, grazing sheep will not as they share the same 
parasites as goats.   

Checking the level of anemia and deworming accordingly is only one part of a comprehensive deworming program.  Doing fecal 
egg counts is the other testing procedure necessary to a good parasite control program.  Doing routine testing of the goats you 
deworm and a representative population of your other goats will tell you if the deworming was effective or if the worms are 
becoming resistant to the drug you are using.  It will tell you this LONG BEFORE you have a problem so you can take action.  
Doing routine fecal exams will tell you if another species besides Barberpole worm is becoming a problem in your herd. 

I have taken the FAMACHA course and have the color chart for detecting anemia.  I feel it does the program a disservice to try 
to scan it and include it here as colors do not stay true.  Several websites have pictures of anemic goats and examples of Bottle 
Jaw, a good one can be found at http://www.barnonemeatgoats.com/wormsorno.html.  You really should take the entire 
FAMACHA course, it only takes about 6 hours to become certified and you will learn SO MUCH.  The FAMACHA program is 
being taught all over the country.  You can learn more and get a listing of classes at http://www.scsrpc.org/index.htm. 

http://www.barnonemeatgoats.com/wormsorno.html
http://www.scsrpc.org/index.htm


 

 
Goat Cheese Fudge 

This is absolutely the creamiest, easiest fudge recipe EVER.   
No real cooking is involved! 

4 (1 oz.) squares unsweetened chocolate 
8 oz. chevre (a mild chevre works best, you can substitute cream cheese) 
4 C confectioner's sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 to 2 C nuts toasted (toasting brings out the nutty flavor, don't skip this step.) 
 
Melt the chocolate in the microwave, cool to room temperature.  Let the cheese 
come to room temp to soften and mix the cheese with the chocolate.  Add the 
confectioner's sugar and vanilla extract.  Beat it well; this increases the 
creaminess.  Pat into an 8 or 9 inch pan a light spraying of PAM Cooking Spray 
make is come out easy.  Refrigerate a couple of hours before cutting.  I did find 
it tended to "chunk" more than cut into neat squares as my chevre tends to be 
drier and more crumbly than most.  So I just briefly dip the bottom of the pan in 
warm water and turn out the whole square of fudge onto a plate and then 
"chunk" off a piece when I want some. 

If you want a peanut butter flavor add 1/2 C peanut butter and increase the 
confectioner's sugar to 5 cups. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Hot Chocolate Mix Recipe 

1½ cups skim milk powder 
1½ cups white sugar 

¾ cup unsweetened cocoa 
¾ cup non-dairy creamer 

  
Place all ingredients in a large mixing bowl and stir well. For a finer mix, combine all ingredients in a blender or food 
processor and mix well.   After processing all other ingredients in the blender or food processor, empty mix into a bowl 
and stir in 1 cup of mini marshmallows.   Store in an air tight container. 

Place 2 or 3 tablespoons in a mug and add boiling water.  

Variations: 

For Mocha Hot Chocolate, place 2 or 3 tablespoons of hot chocolate mix in a mug and fill with hot coffee.  

Replace the plain non-dairy creamer with a flavored creamer such as French Vanilla or Hazelnut.  

For spiced hot chocolate, add 1 teaspoon of cinnamon to mix, or ½ teaspoon nutmeg and ½ teaspoon of cinnamon.  

For raspberry hot chocolate, add one package of raspberry Kool-Aid to the mix and increase the sugar to 2 cups. 

 

 



NCPGC Member List
Marc & Melissa Beckoff (NM) 
Allyson, Jarret 
148 Ott Dyson Ct. 
Taylorsville, NC  28681 
(828) 404-5471 
mabeckoff@bellsouth.net 
 
Juli and Jason Beighley (NM) 
Lea, Alec, Brett Hanna 
738 Winford Rd. 
Eagle Springs, NC  27242 
(910) 624-5377 
jbsjungle@earthlink.net 
 
Dan and Dee Brazell   
Hacklebarney Farm 
6975 Hacklebarney Rd. 
Blackshear, GA  31516 
(912) 449-2921 
danbrazell@accessatc.net 
www.HacklebarneyFarm.com 
 
Brooke Broderick  
Draggin’ Acres 
P.O. Box 782 
Baker, FL  32531 
(850) 537-8207 
brookebroderick@embarqmail.com 
 
Cliff & Karen Butler 
No Creek Farm 
20785 Middle Pike 
Wapakoneta, OH   45895 
(419) 568-1938 
nocreek@embarqmail.com 
 
Steven Campbell 
Mockingbird Hill Farm 
P.O. Box 1 
Cedar Grove, NC  27231 
(336) 578-2794  
 
CarolAnn Ellis  
117 Carolwoods Dr. 
Youngsville, NC  27596 
(817) 937-3520 
texashadow@earthlink.net 
 
Tony & Beth Eskridge  
Makayla Horton 
208 Long Needle Dr. 
Clayton, NC  27520 
(919) 553-8449 
betheskridge@embarqmail.com  
 
Edward & Rachel Farmer (NM)   
Goatie Manor 
105 Kay Circle 
Clayton, NC  27520 
(919) 989-4934 
tigerluvr91@hotmail.com 
 
Michelle Fonda 
Valkyries Ranch 
604 Apple Tree Lane 
Meadow Vista, CA  95722 
(530) 878-8775 
valkyriesranch@juno.com 
 
James Ford, Jr. (NM) 
17391 Zachary Taylor Hwy. 
Orange, VA  22960 
(540) 854-8768 
jfordjr@hughes.net 
 

Iain White & Laurie Getzendanner  
Buffalo Hills 
8530 McKee Rd. 
Rougemont, NC 27572 
(919) 644-6718 
buffalo_hills@mindspring.com 
 

Christine Bashore/Tom Goodwin (NM)  

7017 Indian Wells Rd. 
Cary, NC  27519 
(919) 368-1717 
dchristdi@aol.com 
 

Lynda & Bill Gredin   
Lynbil Pygmy's 
121 North Township Line Rd. 
Royersford, PA   19468 
610-454-0676 
CCoachwork@aol.com 
lynbilpygmys@aol.com 
 

Katie Herring  
6028 Bedfordshire Dr. 
Raleigh, NC  27606 
(919) 852-5779 
Kim_Herring@bellsouth.net 
 

Ray & Larna Hoyt   
Silex Farms West 
1355 Sanden Lane 
Minden, NV   89423 
(775) 267-4355 
rhoyt@charter.net 
 

Eric & Amy Jacko (NM)  
Paiton & Preston 
120 Maywood Rd. 
Hendersonville, NC  28792 
(828) 335-1999 
tulipdreams@yahoo.com 
 
Wayne and Marsha Kelly  
Walkabout Farm 
470 Boy Scout Rd. 
Newnan, GA  30263 
(770) 251-8896 
Walkabout.farm@gmail.com 
 

Kellie & John Kirkdoffer  
Aribba Acres 
13338 Old Hwy. 76 
Morganton, GA   30560  
(706) 374-4549  
aribbaacres@hotmail.com 
 

Barry &Lisa Kniceley 
L & B Mini Farm 
Rt. 2 Box 155B 
Rivesville, WV   26588 
lisakniceley@gmail.com 
 

Don & Darlene Korrell  
Peach Orchard 
P.O. Box 165 
Myersville, MD   21773 
(301) 293-2015 
peachorch@comcast.net 
 

Elaine Krieg 
Flying Turtle's 
PO Box 443 
Glen Ellen, CA 95422 
(707) 935-8292 
(530) 305-3144 
caprine44@juno.com 

Jason and Holly Lee (NM) 
Holden, Chase, Callie 
CHC Farms 
3400 Auburn Knightdale Rd. 
Raleigh, NC  27610 
(919) 779-6026 
jasonandholly.lee@netscape.com 
 
Dan Dawson & Maggie Leman   
Maggidan's Minis 
1205 Olive Branch Road 
Durham, NC 27703 
(919) 596-0984 
maggidans@msn.com 
 
Mark and Noreen Leskowicz  
Briar Ridge Farm 
RR 3 Box 139F 
Pennsboro, WV  26415 
(304) 659-2121 
nmlesko@ruralnet.org 
 
Cynthia & Jana Malmrose  
Malmrose Farm 
6610 Jupiter Drive  
Huntington, MD  20639  
410-286-8262 
malmrose1@comcast.net 
 
Fred & Sue Mangano   
Nicholas and Cadi 
1845 Evens Drive 
Lancaster, SC  29720 
(803) 285-3399 
isadore@comporium.net 
 
Debbie McGhee 
Leolynn  
47 Community House Rd. 
Henderson, NC  27536 
(252) 432-6807 
Debra.McGhee@hma.com 
leolynn2005@yahoo.com  
leolynnfarmspygmies.50megs.com/
mainpage/ 
 
Dennis and Sandra Miller 
4 Boot Farm 
469 Jay Moss Lane 
Talking Rock, GA  30175 
(706) 253-3340 
Sdmill@ellijay.com 
www.4bootfarm.com 
 
Stefany Hemmer and Lisa Muller  
Knee Deep Farm 
1612 McGinnes Road 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
410-778-4661 
stefany@joplinrotts.com 
http://www.joplinrotts.com 
 
Jason Overman   
Simple Necessities 
22549 Lost Creek Terrace #200 
Ashburn, VA 20148  
(336) 266-0331 
bruno_goatboy@yahoo.com 
 
Ronnie and Carol Overman 
2745 Pleasant Hill Liberty Rd. 
Liberty, NC 27298 
 

Bill Sweeney/Melody Pierce (NM) 
4310 N. Henderson Road 
Davison, MI  48423 
810-653-7830 
Pine View Farm 
Pineview01@aol.com 
 
Bruce & Diana Pistole  
Dee’s Farm 
1196 Crooked Creek Lane 
Chester, SC  29706 
(803) 581-8580 
n4vvx15@live.com 
 
Cornelis & Theresia Rentier (NM) 
9101 Mt. Olive Rd. 
Mt. Pleasant, NC  28124 
(704) 436-7301 
carentier@windstream.net 
 
Susan Roy & Robert Reposa (NM) 
Lily and Riley 
126 Main St. 
Wingham, MA  02043 
(781) 741-5343 
SSRDesign@aol.com 
 
Lisa and John Salmi 
Amanda 
Goatie Mountain 
633 Wilson Lane 
Boone, NC  28607 
(828) 264-4732 
jlasalmi@charter.net 
 
Mills & Meriba Scoggins (NM) 
Four Dog Farm and Goat Ranch 
1748 Spears Cemetery Rd. 
Bennettsville, SC  29512 
(843) 479-7394 
mibscoggins@aol.com 
 
Kim Shunney (NM) 
111 Wizard Lane 
Hedgesville, WV  25427  
(304) 754-7116 
Hope Hill Farms 
kshunney66@aol.com 
www.hopehillfarm.weebly.com 
 
Sheryl Taylor (NM) 
Melody Acres 
2575 Joe Ashton Rd. 
St. Augustine, FL  32092 
(904) 808-7175 (unlisted) 
sherylt@coj.net 
 
Michelle Tucker 
Sandy Creek 
P.O. Box 97 
Williamson, GA  30292 
(770) 468-4019 
sandycreekpygmies@yahoo.com 
 
Jim and Sarann White  
Sar-Jim Pygmies 
P.O. Box 429 
Avondale, PA   19311 
(610) 869-3207 
Sarjimpgmy@aol.com 
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The North Carolina Pygmy Goat Club 
A National Pygmy Goat Association Affiliated Club 

http://www.angelfire.com/nc/ncpgc 

 

  

The North Carolina Pygmy Goat Club was founded in 1981 by a group of dedicated pygmy goat enthusiasts to promote 
the pygmy goat breed in the central region of North Carolina. They called their group the Piedmont Pygmy Goat Club. In 
the following years the club's name has changed twice to reflect it's growing membership, which now includes members 
not only from North Carolina but from several other states as well. 

The club's purpose is to aid and encourage the keeping, breeding, perpetuation, and exhibition of pygmy goats under the 
National Pygmy Goat Association's breed standards. We want to stimulate popular interest in pygmy goats, and their 
proper care and management. We research and study the characteristics of the pygmy goat, the husbandry and breeding, 
and collect and make available useful information concerning them. Finally, we encourage and conduct exhibits for the 
purpose of advancing the cause of the pygmy goat as a useful breed within the American agricultural system. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Dues are $25.00 per year due on January 1, for existing and renewing members and $15.00 a year for new members. 
Dues received after November 1 will apply to the following year.    

Please fill out and return this application with your check, made payable to the North Carolina Pygmy Goat Club to: 

Maggie Leman 
1205 Olive Branch Rd. 
Durham, NC   27703 

New Members will receive Helpful Hints For Your Herd, a 30+ page booklet filled with up to the minute vital information 
covering all aspects of pygmy goat care. 

   

Your Name:__________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse’s Name:______________________________________________ 

 

Children’s names:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

We like to remember you on your Special Day! Please list your Family’s Birthdays and Anniversary: 

 

 

  

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:________________________________________________  State and zip code:_______________________  

 

Phone number:                                                                E-mail:_________________________________________ 

 

Website:____________________________________________________                                                     

 

Your herd or farm name:___________________________________________________________ 

  

Number of goats you currently have:  Bucks           Does           Wethers_____ 

 

Renew________   New Member_________     Date:_____________________________________ 



Maggie Leman 

1205 Olive Branch Rd. 

Durham, NC  27703 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Hope To Meet You Soon! 

 
 


