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Critique of Christopher Mackner's Thesis Draft

This is a very interesting topic and looks to be an interesting comparative paper; however, currently there is one glaring absence.  I could not seem to find the economic cause for the conquest of the Incan Empire.  A discussion of the Spanish motives as well as quantitative information of their gains would, in my opinion, help the author's argument.  Another issue that I had was with the history of the Incan Empire.  While it is important to understand where the empire was at the time of conquest, the origin of the society, while interesting, is unimportant to the thesis.  I was also unsure if the discussion of the labor conditions of the Andean workers lent much to the thesis.  Again, here, I would suggest pointing out Spanish economic motives for such labor practices.  

In the section devoted to the more modern Latin American problems, I was confused.  Knowing next to nothing about recent Guatemalan history, I did not see a great deal of discussion of why Ubico was a bad leader and how his policies affected the people to make then protest.  But the main absence was the same as with the other part, the motive of the major power, in this case, the United States. 

The paper clearly outlines with the thesis will be, however the body of the paper does not cover the main part, that being the economic motives behind the historical stories.  
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