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Politicans’ pensions
must be capped

Wind energy folly
a waste of money

Letters should carry a daytime contact number or email address for verification.

❑ I READ in your paper (January
20) that Mary Harney was retiring
and that she would receive a
tax-free payment of 342,222 and
an income for life of 140,291.
I am a financial advisor and a

large part of our work is to encour-
age people to save money every
month into their retirement plans.
In the budget last December the
government, which included Mary
Harney, decided in their wisdom
that they would impose a maxi-
mum retirement fund unilaterally
irrespective of the salary you earn,
or the tax that you pay, of
2,300,000. In reality this affects
very few people and certainly very
few of my clients will ever achieve
anything like that amount in their
retirement fund.
As a matter of interest, this morn-

ing I had a look at what 2,300,000
of a retirement fund would give
someone of Mary Harney’s age and
gender retiring today. Firstly, the
maximum tax-free lump sum, as
per the budget in December, is now
200,000. Secondly, the balance of
this “maximum” fund ( 2.1 mil-
lion) would be available to buy a
pension income for life. Getting
slightly technical for a moment, the
current annuity rate is 2.829% for a
57-year-old who requires the in-
come to increase each year by 3%.
So the income purchased in this ex-
ample would start at 59,409 pa.
Naturally, I now had to complete

this exercise to see how much
Mary Harney’s retirement package
was costing me, the tax-payer!
Firstly, the cost of Ms. Harney’s
pension package of purchasing an-
nual income of 140,291, increas-
ing by 3% per year, would be
4,960,370. If we include the
tax-free lump sum of 342,222 the
retirement fund is actually costing
the country a staggering
5,302,592. This is clearly wrong
and unfair. The retirement package
of every retiring politician, or any
other senior public servant, should
be capped at the same level as the
private sector at 2,300,000.

Ted Dwyer
Cork

❑ A RECENT report in European
Energy Review indicates that the
new Dutch right-wing government
has announced a radical overhaul
of Dutch energy policy. It is cutting
subsidies for most forms of renew-
able energy drastically, and is even
putting an end to all subsidies for
offshore wind, solar power and
largescale biomass. It has also an-
nounced a warm welcome for new
nuclear power stations — the first
time a Dutch government has done
so since the Chernobyl disaster in
1986. However, not all is lost for the
renewable energy sector: the cabi-
net is still brooding on a long-term
strategy and “green deal” that
might yet put the Netherlands back
on “greener” course. As always,
the Dutch are a pragmatic, practical
people and realise the waste of tax-
payers’ money on wind energy fol-
lies. Eamon Ryan should take note
and cease the massive subsidies
which are being paid at the ex-
pense of the hard-pressed Irish tax-
payers to Irish wind energy compa-
nies.

Patrick L O’Brien
Senior Environmental Consultant

Victoria Cross, Cork

Be calm, cool and collected — but make your vote count on election day

Ireland must accept the horrible truth about residential school abuse

❑ IT’S March 11 then, is it? Luckily
for the mindless canvassers who
will be knocking on my door, I
won’t be there. I’m one of the emi-
grants.
But, I’d like to suggest to the

hard-working, oppressed ordinary
people of the country, aka the elec-
torate, that you might consider
some, or all, of the under men-
tioned suggestions on the run up,
as they say, to election day.
1. Don’t shout at the Fianna

Fecked or The Gone Party can-

vassers, they’ll only use that as an
excuse to run away, thereby avoid-
ing any possibility of you really
saying your piece.
Speak in a calm, soft voice and

tell them clearly what you think of
Biffo and the rest of the National
Cosa Nostra party.
2. Ask the canvassers if they meet

for conferences with groups similar
to themselves, so that they can ex-
change ideas on crowd confusion,
vote rigging, blind faith and swap
tips on how the keep their particu-

lar despot in power. Let them know
in a soft voice, that if they really, re-
ally think Fianna Fáilure is the party
to get us back on our feet again,
then they need professional help.
3. On election day, go and vote.

We’re in this mess partly because a
lot of us couldn’t be bothered to get
up and go out to vote at the last
few elections.
As far as I’m concerned, you say,

they’re all useless. And you’d be
right, but that doesn’t relieve you of
your responsibility to vote. If

there’s no one you want to vote for,
then you have the right to spoil
your vote. The politicians will tell
you that you should have your
voice heard by voting, that spoiling
your vote is not the way to make a
protest. As far as I can see it, it’s the
only way to make a protest. Give
them a taste of their own
medicine.

Mick Trant
Jaffna

Sri Lanka

❑ THE residential school system
story and all that goes with it is a
far greater crime than the IMF sto-
ry.
It is a crime in which the Irish

State and the Vatican are equal
partners. No party in Ireland at pre-
sent can say it has dealt with this is-
sue decently, honourably. What is it
that stops the Irish people from de-
fending the survivors, from de-
manding that those who protect the
Vatican, who indemnify the Vatican

and themselves from civil and crim-
inal liability, be brought to account?
One thing I have noticed is the ab-
solute silence on abuses within the
elite fee-paying boarding schools
which occurred — I know I was
there. I am a survivor.
Ireland and its people need group

therapy and fast. Without looking at
the psychology, the intergenera-
tional patterns of abuse and their
effects, without understanding how
the abused adapt to a situation

where abuse is constant, no future
Irish government will do any better.
The ordinary response to atrocities
is to banish them from conscious-
ness. Certain violations of the so-
cial compact are too terrible to utter
aloud: this is the meaning of the
word unspeakable.
Atrocities, however, refuse to be

buried. Equally as powerful as the
desire to deny atrocities is the con-
viction that denial does not work.
Folk wisdom is filled with ghosts

who refuse to rest in their graves
until their stories are told.
Remember what Judith Herman

wrote: “Remembering and telling
the truth about terrible events are
prerequisites both for the restora-
tion of the social order and for the
healing of individual victims.”

Cornelius Crowley
South Harrow

London
England

Follow their lead
❑ THE Danish parliamentary elec-
tions of 1973 are referred to as
“The Landslide Election“, because
five new parties got elected, and
more than half the members of the
parliament were replaced.
In the Canadian federal elections

of 1993, the ruling Progressive Con-
servative Party lost more than half
of its vote from 1988. In Nether-
lands parliamentary elections of
2002, three outgoing coalition part-
ners suffered a humiliating defeat.
After the disgraceful way in which
this Fianna Fáil/Green Government
has acted, can we hope that the
Irish electorate will follow the ex-
ample of Denmark, Canada and the
Netherlands?

Christopher O’Grady
Whitehall, Dublin 9

Holy Land visitors will find out the truth about Israel’s ‘apartheid’ state
❑ THE economic infrastructure of
the future state of Palestine is
based on three pillars: human re-
sources, tourism and agriculture.
These pillars have been the target
of the Israeli occupying power
since Israel conquered the Pales-
tinian territories in 1967. By acting
in this manner, Israel aims to make
it impossible for a Palestinian state
to materialise.
I mention these facts in response

to the Israeli Ambassador’s letter of
January 19.
At the outset, I would like to re-

mind everyone that Israel lost its
democratic nature in 1967, when it
occupied Palestinian territories and
forced Palestinians to live under a
most oppressive occupation
regime. Then, Israel became an
apartheid state, in which Palestini-
ans under occupation have had no

democratic rights whatsoever. Giv-
en the wanton violence employed
against Palestinians by the Israeli
occupying forces, the word
“apartheid” is tepid.
I agree fully with Mr Teegan (Let-

ters, January 17) that “Israeli
tourism has been an instrument of
propaganda against the Palestini-
ans”. In order to achieve this, the
Israeli government forbids Pales-
tinians from guiding tourists in the
Holy Land. The only advantage we
Palestinians gain out of encourag-
ing tourism to the Holy Land is for
those tourists to find the truth
about the apartheid nature of the
state of Israel.
Israel’s apartheid nature was

recognised by former US President
Jimmy Carter in his book, Pales-
tine: Peace Not Apartheid. It was al-
so recognised by Ronnie Kasrils,

the South African Minister of Intelli-
gence for four years commencing
2004, the grandson of Jewish emi-
gres to South Africa, who fought
for decades against apartheid in his
homeland.
He has said: “In its conduct and

methods of repression, Israel came
to resemble more and more
apartheid South Africa at its zenith
— even surpassing its brutality,
house demolitions, removal of
communities, targeted assassina-
tions, massacres, imprisonment
and torture of its opponents, collec-
tive punishment and the aggres-
sion against neighbouring states.
(Media Monitors Network, March
17, 2009).
Israel will continue to be an

apartheid state while it illegally oc-
cupies Palestinian territories and
oppresses Palestinians in those ter-

ritories. Twenty-two years ago,
Palestinian leaders offered Israel an
historic compromise, adopting a
two-state solution with a Palestini-
an state in the West Bank and Gaza,
with East Jerusalem as its capital,
and Israel continuing to exist in its
1967 borders. This was a very gen-
erous offer, since the territory of
the Palestinian state was only 22%
of our historic homeland, with the
Israeli state continuing to exist in
the other 78%.
For the past 22 years, Israel has

refused to take up our generous of-
fer. Apparently 78% of historic
Palestine is not enough for Israel.

Dr Hikmat Ajjuri
Palestinian Ambassado

General Delegation of Palestine
Blackrock
Co Dublin
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The Government failed to provide proper mental health services when the money was there so
campaigners can have little hope that 2011 will see an improvement, writes Jennifer Hough

S ERIOUS gaps in services
for people with an
intellectual disability

who also have a mental illness were
highlighted as an area needing reform
more than five years ago.
A Vision for Change, the

Government’s blueprint for reform
within the mental health services, was
produced when the money was there
to get it right, but now it seems more
aspirational than ever before.
People with an intellectual disability

will often have or develop a mental
illness, research has shown.
Recognising this, a Vision for

Change recommended that services
for people with an intellectual
disability be provided for by a
specialist mental health of intellectual
disability (MHID) team.
According to the report, 39 MHID

teams should be set up to develop
therapeutic services for those who
needed them.
Now we learn, thanks to a report

by The College of Psychiatry of
Ireland, that none of those teams
materialised.
In fact, we learn that plans to

develop such a unit for people with
acute mental health difficulties in the
new Beaumont Hospital Psychiatric
Unit were scrapped in early 2010 —
lack of funds due to the economic
downturn being cited.
A 10-bed national forensic unit for

those with intellectual disability was
also recommended, but no progress
has been made.
Five years on, two Dublin-based

MHID teams do exist. But as the
report points out, in neither case
was additional funding or other
resourcing provided to allow adequate
development of a MHID team.
In fact, it says that resources have

been lost resulting in under-staffing of
key disciplines as occupational therapy,
nursing and social work and that those
two teams — the only adult MHID
teams in Ireland — do not have
the range of full-time allied health
professional members of the
multi-disciplinary team assigned
purely to mental health care.
Also, there is no MHID team for

children and adolescents operating
anywhere in the country.
What is highlighted here very much

ties in with a report carried out by
the Irish Human Rights Commission
which found that people with
intellectual disability living in
residential settings are very much
denied therapeutic services.
That report told us the failures of

the past — stretching back 30 years.
The information in today’s report

shows us again what a legacy of failure
for the most vulnerable yields —

export, exile and exclusion.
As the CPsychI report, authored

by Dr Siobhan Barry, points out,
placements outside of the state
dislodge vulnerable people with
intellectual disability from their
families and local communities,
and some placements cost
the state hundreds of thousands

of euro per year.
“The issue of how a relatively low

technology care environment adapted
for the particular needs of these
people not being provided in Ireland
needs to be addressed,” the report
states.
“It’s remarkable that so many of

our citizens are placed in specialist

residential settings in several facilities
in the North of Ireland while the
Republic of Ireland, with three times
the population of Northern Ireland,
has never developed its own regional
high-level care settings. Quite apart
from the moral imperative to provide
services that maintain people within
their communities as much as possible,

could one also make the economic
case that continuously part-funding
several facilities in the NHS represents
a leaching of our own meagre
resources?”
Five years ago A Vision for Change

noted that “significant funds have
been expended by health boards in
recent years on inappropriate

short-term placements for individuals
with intellectual disability and severe
mental health problems, or by
‘exporting the problem’ to providers
outside of the state”.
So this is where we are. Not only

have things not improved since 2005,
as we see from the CPsychI report,
things have actually got worse.


