                                  GOLD COUNTRY HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

TRAIL RIDE ETIQUETTE

REVISED MAY 2010
THESE ARE BASIC RULES, AND CAN BE CHANGED BY THE TRAILBOSS AT ANY GIVEN RIDE DUE TO THE CONDITIONS OF THE TRAIL.

1. The trail boss or leader has absolute authority and all riders should be positioned to his/her rear.   Please ask permission before passing the trail boss.

2. The “drag and other “outrider” appointed by the Trail boss has authority commensurate with that of the Trail boss.

3. Carry a good halter and lead rope at all times.  Do not tie your horse with the bridle reins.

4. Always keep from one to four horse lengths between your horse and the one in front of you.

5. When the group has stopped, be sure to observe the “ONE HORSE LENGTH” rule in regard to all horses around you.

6. When mounting, it is common courtesy to remain halted until all other riders are mounted.

7. If you have to pass, ask permission of the rider in front of you, then announce, “passing on left/right.  Absolutely DO NOT, come running up behind another horse.

8. When riding on a road, all riders keep to the same side of the road, especially when vehicles are passing.

9. After watering your horse at a creek or watering hole, always wait on the other side for the others to finish drinking.

10. If your horse is known to kick, tie a RED RIBBON in its tail to warn other riders of the potential danger.

11. Drinking and Smoking while on the trail:   RULES will be given from the trail boss at the beginning of each ride dependent on trail conditions at that time.

12. DO NOT take Shortcuts, as it causes plant damage, and erosion.

13. Always follow the “CARRY IT OUT” policy. Trash left on the trails destroys the natural beauty as well as the ecology.

14. NO STALLIONS.

15. DOGS:  will be allowed upon asking permission of each trail boss and group of riders in attendance.  If the majority has a problem with the dogs, they are to be left behind.   If during a ride that the riders have approved the dogs, and you CAN NOT control your dog, you will be asked to remove yourself from the ride and take your dog back to camp, we only accept the best behaved dogs. That stays close to their owners. 

16. DO NOT try to pass or stop on a narrow trail, especially a ledge trail.

17. Each member is responsible for his/her guest.

18. Keep up the pace!!!!! Do not race or run your horse past other horses, and DO NOT lag behind.

19. There can be no riding double or bareback.  

20. Junior member riders must be at the age of five years or older and have the ability to ride and control his/her own horse (unassisted) while on the trail. If the junior rider is 8 years or younger, the parent/guardian must contact the Trail Boss prior to the ride for difficulty of the trail. It is the Trail boss’s decision as to whether or not the trail would be too difficult for the junior rider and convey this to the parent/guardian. Ponying junior riders is not permitted.
(A Board Member may intervene to further support the Trail Boss’s decision if necessary)
21. At no time, regardless of the ownership, will anyone be allowed to neglect or abuse his/her horse.

22. Please show common courtesy of showing up on rides and being ready to ride out at the posted time.

23. If you have a problem with a certain ride or individual, take your complaint to the trail boss, so it can be handled professionally.  

24. PLEASE read the ride flyers carefully, and follow the directions, whether it is to RSVP, or bringing a food to participate, or being ready to ride on time!!!   

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Common courtesy, safety awareness and environmental caretaking will make all of our rides a pleasurable experience for all participants.

