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SOMALI NATIONAL FRONT HOLDS THEIR NATIONAL CONGRESS





BELED HAWO (APRIL 18, 2000) The Somali National Front held its annual congress in Beled Xaawo between March 26, 2000 to April 17, 2000 under the chairmanship of Ahmed Sheikh Burale.  





The Meeting was opened by traditional elders from the Gedo, Galguduud and Kismanyo Regions followed by a chorus of the attendees chanting "Somalia ha noolaato" and 


" Soomaaliyeey tooso." They were waving the Somali flag that is so dear to their hearts.





"This gathering is indicative of our desire to bring to a conclusion the current civil conflict in Somalia," Chairman Burale stated in his opening remarks. 





After hearing the report of the Executive Committee, Elders Council and the Youth Council there were open and frank deliberations.  The Congress then proposed and unanimously approved a resolution that established a process by which the ongoing Somali conflict could be brought to a conclusion.





"This misery of civil war has continued for much too long and this proposal is both a realistic and achievable mechanism to bring about peace in Somalia," the Chairman continued.





The delegates to the Congress issued a verbal plea to all protagonists to lay down their arms and move forward towards a peaceful society in which the rights of all are respected and enshrined.





"The future of Somalia is in our hands, whether it is a peaceful society in which we can co-exist or a nation torn by endless strife is a decision now in the hands of those who have fuelled this conflict; peace is the choice of this Congress, we implore you to make it yours as well," the chairman concluded.
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SNF AGENDA FOR PEACE TO RESOLVE THE CIVIL WAR IN SOMALIA








Whereas, in the absence of the rule of law and the continuing abuse of human rights, political exclusion and chaos are the outward manifestations of the conflict in Somalia.





Whereas, opportunities have arisen in 1991, 1993 and 1996 to replace the system of anarchism and tribalism into one that is characterized by the rule of law, political plurality and a common brotherhood.





We are aware that these opportunities are being squandered while the people of Somalia languish in the midst of a humanitarian disaster.





Therefore, the SNF states once again its commitment to the Peace initiative commenced by the President of Djibouti, His Excellency Ismail Omar Gelleh, that we believe would go a long way toward resolving the Somali conflict.





We hereby forward the following proposal.





The Somali National Front will work tirelessly with all concerned Somali groups such as our elders, youth groups and intellectuals to create a united front based on democratic principals and resolves as follows:  





·	An immediate and unconditional cessation of hostilities.





·	The formation of a Provisional Administrative Council for Democratic Transition in Somalia based upon full representation of all Somalis.  This to be followed by a free and fair election within four to five years.





·	Acceptance of input by regional and international organisations such as the OAU, the Arab League, IGAD, UNO and the other members of the international community with the intent and design of assisting and guaranteeing a fully democratic transition. 








·	The formation of a government structure that allows for the distribution of power between various branches of the public sector (i.e. judiciary, legislative, executive and administrative).  





·	Freedom of movement not to be further constrained by illicit or illegal barriers that interfere with the internal mobility of Somali citizens.





·	The creation of a constitutional framework that respects and guarantees basic human rights and democratic liberties, a bill of rights, political plurality and a mixed economy where public and private sectors compliment each other. 





·	The creation of a professional army and police force that do not interfere in the political process.





·	The rehabilitation of victims of the conflict.





·	The investigation and prosecution of war criminals and those responsible for the abuse of human rights within the parameters of internationally accepted standards and codes.


 





 These principals represent the most realistic and substantial undertakings available to bring about a peaceful resolution to the conflict that has victimized the Somali people for such an interminably long period of time.





   


