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To: Paul E. Murphy, NAVSEA PMS 392

From: Charles Shepherd, Base Commander 

Subj: USS Lapon (SSN 661) Sail

Date: July 10, 2004

On behalf of the Ozark-Runner Base of the United States Submarine Veterans Inc (USSVI) Springfield, Missouri and American Legion Post 639, Springfield, Missouri I would like to formally request consideration for selection of the USS Lapon (SSN 661) sail.

The American Legion Post 639 has approximately 23 acres dedicated to the preservation of military artifacts. They currently have mounted two (2) Vietnam era helicopters. A UH-1H (Huey) and a UH-1S (Cobra) in vintage condition. (see attached pictures) Their support of over 500 members and a net worth of over $1.3 million will be the backbone of our efforts and leave me no doubt that, if chosen, we will make the USS Lapon sail a wonderful memorial to a fine ship and a proud legacy.    

The support from our local civilian and retired military community is and always has been tremendous. Our most recent project, a memorial for the USS Nathanael Greene (SSBN 636) was a huge success and was celebrated by a national reunion with over 200 former Greene shipmates present. (see attached pictures) Our local Navy Recruiting station has even offered the welding talents of an HT1 currently stationed there. We also have connections with Prime, Inc, a huge trucking company here in Springfield and Burlington Northern Railroad, both of which have already offered their support in this effort. Plus, the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau is 110% behind us. The outpouring of support is already overwhelming and we haven’t even been chosen yet.

In conclusion, I feel we would give the USS Lapon sail a good home and give her all the honors truly deserving of any United States Naval warrior!   

Thank you,

Charles (Chuck) Shepherd

Base Commander

Ozark-Runner Base

Springfield, Missouri

