[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]pb&j 651-776-6630
yhics

Vinyl Graphics, Banners, and Signs
pbjgraphics@yahoo.com


























There is ice forming on the lakes, gas prices are down and studded tires are still available. That means it is time to sign up for a new season of ice racing! 


 The cost for 2009 is the same as last year, $50 for a Competition License (membership included), and $20 for membership alone.  For first time racers we still have a $20 membership with a one race weekend trial license, and a $30 upgrade for additional weeks of racing. A Competition License is required for rubber to ice as well as studded car drivers. 


IIRA approved car numbers are still required for cars racing in studded classes in 2009.  When ordering a complete car number and graphics package, please include with your car number application $50 for the decals plus $10 if you would like to have them shipped to you. Contact pb&j graphics at 651-329-6273 for individual decal prices and to order. 


Last year's studded car numbers are reserved for each car owner through January 2, 2009, after that it is first come, first served. 


The IIRA decal package is not required to race just rubber to ice. However, car numbers must be 12 inches in height and be of a contrasting color to the background.


Complete the enclosed applications today! Include your check or money order made out to the IIRA and mail them to:





IIRA - Membership and Licensing


PO Box 8105


St. Paul, MN 55108





Note that these forms are also available online.











	Here is a chance to get more people involved in ice racing. The IIRA has made provisions for a Rubber to Ice Class this winter. The idea is to allow potential ice racers to take a decent road car, add a roll bar and a four (or more) point  safety harness along with some of the other requirements listed under General Specifications in the Rules, then come out and give ice racing a try. 


	It is expected that at least a couple of rubber to ice sprint races will be run each weekend we race. The hope is to further develop this class and its rules as participation increases. To get it started, the section quoted below has been added to the 2009 Rules and Regulations.


	


IX.E Rubber to Ice:


This class is to promote an entry level to ice racing that doesn’t require as large a financial commitment as the other classes. Only the following modifications are allowed.  Modifications beyond these rules are not allowed:


	1. Cars must be two wheel drive.


	2. A four point roll bar is required.  It must have


one diagonal in the main
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	Welcome to a new season of IIRA ice racing! We have consciously put together a leaner and meaner schedule for your racing pleasure. From what I understand studded tires are still being made and are available (although I haven’t ordered mine yet), but for 2009 we are also providing an entry level alternative in rubber to ice racing. On top of that, promoters have promised to put in some longer and faster tracks for their events. This should make for an exciting time on the ice.


	After last winter’s marathon season, it was decided at the General Membership Meeting to limit the number of weekends on the IIRA schedule. With a focus on quality and not the quantity of our ice racing, potential promoters were required to present event proposals to the IIRA Board. The six weekend schedule as it appears in this newsletter was approved at the IIRA Board Meeting back in October. Most of the schedule is as solid as Mother Nature will allow it to be. As of this writing, the event scheduled for BIR on January 24-25 is still listed as “tentative” since arrangements have not been finalized. New on the schedule for 2009 is a race in Mankato, Minnesota. It has been a long time since the IIRA has raced in Mankato, and it promises to be a big event.


	Also, we are starting a new series this winter. Introduced elsewhere on these pages, rubber to ice racing will provide an opportunity to take an ordinary car, throw in some safety equipment, slap on some Blizzak (or similar) tires and come out to give ice racing a try. Yes, for the upcoming season at least you can still get our studded, spec Menard tires, but now you don’t have to make a large investment in tires get out on the ice. Another small rule change for 2009 will allow studded class competitors to do a little experimenting with self-studded tires on non-drive wheels (see article on rule changes). 


	Most of the rule updates and event planning for the 2009 season have been aimed at making IIRA racing more enjoyable for all. We have a manageable schedule, new ice racing options, promoters who are committed to laying out fast and fun tracks, and on top of that, ice is forming on the lakes like we haven’t seen in years. Don’t miss a minute of the action, sign up for your competition license today, and I’ll see you on the ice!
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hoop plane and two rear stays. Additional bars may be added.  Full roll cages are allowed.  All roll cages and bars must be constructed to the design and sizing found in IX.D.1 except all trim components must be retained.  Trim components may be modified but only to the extent necessary to allow installation of the roll structure.


	3. The driver’s seat may be replaced with a racing style seat but must be securely attached and designed for automotive use.


	4. IIRA cars prepared to Stock or Modified may compete in this class as long as the car fully meets all requirements for the Stock or Modified class (except tire rules).


	 5. Wheels are unrestricted in size but the tire/wheel assembly must be covered by the fender when viewed from above and must not interfere with anything throughout the full range of motion of suspension and steering.


	 6. Any unmodified DOT rated tire may be used.  


















































President’s Corner by John Kochevar
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	There have been a number of changes and additions to the IIRA Rules and Regulations since last winter. While some of the rule changes involved setting up the series schedule and creating some guidelines for a rubber to ice series, there are others that you are going to want to pay attention to when it comes time to hit the ice. Here are some highlights.


	The one addition to the rules for 2009 that you absolutely need to know about is under Section IV (Safety), Article A (Drivers). Item number 9 reads, “Each driver must have in their possession, for the duration of the weekend, a fully functioning FRS radio for the purpose of communications from race officials.  It is recommended, but not required, that the radio be able to be securely installed in the race car during the race for communication from race officials during race stoppages”. To help keep the events on schedule and race teams informed, IIRA officials will be communicating to drivers via FRS radio such things as track opening for practice or qualifying, and calls to grid. Make sure you have your FMS radio when you show up to race.


	Another important change to the rules involves the type of tires allowed on the non-drive wheels of your race car. In order to experiment with studded tire alternatives, some hand studded tires will be acceptable. Section IX (General Competition Rules), Article D (General Specifications), number 15c reads, “Pre-approved designs:  For non-drive wheels, hand studded tires that meet the following requirements are allowed.  Metal screws may be installed from the outside of the tire.  These screws must not puncture through to the interior of the tire.  These screws must not be installed in the outer half inch of the tread of the tire.  There is no limit on the number of studs for these tires”. This is your chance try something different for tires.


	Other rule changes will affect how points and series trophies are awarded. In the Endurance Series for 2009, points will be awarded to the team/car as is done in the Sprint Series, not to the individual driver as in the past. For all race series, points will be awarded within each class using one set of points from the same chart used last year based on position and number of competitors in the class. There will not be any points awarded for overall finishing position. After much debate, it was finally decided at this month’s IIRA Board Meeting, not to declare an overall champion in 2009. As a result, the #1 and #01 car numbers will not be awarded at the end of this race season and subsequently will be retired and no longer issued.


	The 2009 Rules and Regulations will be available online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.angelfire.com/mn/icerace" ��www.angelfire.com/mn/icerace�, or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:IceRacers@aol.com" ��IceRacers@aol.com� to have a copy sent to you. If you need to have a hard copy mailed to you, check the appropriate box on your 2009 License and Membership Application. 














The IIRA’s Chief Technical Inspector, Bill Gibson has offered the use of his garage, by appointment, to any IIRA ice race who needs a warm place to work on their race car. 


He has also offered to do preseason annual tech inspections at his garage in Eden Prairie for anyone who might want to have their car looked over prior to the start of racing.


Bill’s garage is heated, has a lift and many other amenities. If you are in need of a warm place to work on your ice racer, call Bill at 952-933-2741 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:bill11995544@yahoo.com" ��bill11995544@yahoo.com�  to make arrangements.



































Need a Warm Place to Work on Your Ice Racer?








New Rules








Want ads are a free service to IIRA members.
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PATRICIA A. E. WHITNEY


ATTORNEY AT LAW


(651) 776-8034





•  Landlord/Tenant Law  •  Real Estate 


• Business Law  


•  Taxation  


•  Trusts and Estates  


•  Wills and Probate  





For Sale:


Chevy Citation X11 ice race car. Needs transmission.


Call:  507-380-8580











Lake Mille Lacs is beautiful when it's soft too!


Stop and see us when you’re up north. It's the place on the lake for a great steak. We are located just north of the tension line, Garrison, Minnesota.


WITS END @ the Y


  


SGT 47





Jan 10-11


Lake Mille Lacs


Garrison, MN





Jan 24-25


(Tentative)


Mud Lake – BIR


Brainerd, MN





Jan 31 – Feb 1


South Lindstrom Lake


Lindstrom, MN





Feb 14-15


Lake Washington


Mankato, MN





Feb 21-22


Mission Bay


Thunder Bay, Ontario





Feb 28 – Mar 1


Lake Mille Lacs


Garrison, MN





March 21


Annual Awards Banquet
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Ordering Tires for 2009





New Venue: Mankato Minnesota
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New on the IIRA schedule for 2009 is an ice race to be held the weekend of February 14th and 15th in Mankato, Minnesota.


Plans are being made to race out of the Westwood Bar and Marina on Lake Washington. The Race Chair  for this event is Pete Forrey, last season’s IIRA Rookie of the Year. 


If you have questions about the event, or need information such as where to find a hotel, you can contact Pete at 507-327-9190 or 507-278-4190.


There has always been a lot of support for ice racing in Mankato, but it has been a couple of decades since the IIRA last raced in that part of the State. For those who remember ice racing in Mankato, this race should bring back memories.


Make a special note on your calendar for February 14th and 15th, 2009. This event on Lake Washington should be a good one!








After all of the conjecture and concern over the last year about what we were going to do for studded tires, there has been a reprieve for the upcoming ice racing season.


The Menard spec tires required under the IIRA Rules and Regulations can still be obtained through the usual source.


Call Pete Burgess at  715-876-2681 for availability, prices and to order.
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