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Introduction           (The R&B Pioneers Series was originally compiled in 2007 -  up to 2011 - and subsequently enhanced and updated  up to  2018).                   

 

Twelve Blues Giants are presented here with basic information on each and everyone. Some of your favo rite  blues 

performers  may be missing. S everal o f the important Rhythm & Blues a rtists of the 1950s can be  tagged Blues 
Performers  ï the great thrushes  come to mind -  Dinah Washington, Ruth B rown, LaVern Baker, and Etta James. 

Several other important artist s like Lightninô Hopkins, Ike Turner, Jimmy McCracklin, Johnny ñGuitarò Watson, 

Clarence ñGatemouthò Brown (who possibly would have been #13  in my book) , Jimmy Rogers, and Junior Wells 

need mention. The early 1960s stars Buddy Guy, Slim Harpo, Lightninô Slim, Junior Parker , Freddy King, Albert 

King, and Otis Rush are also strong candidates. The R ock ónô Roll giants Fats Domino, Little Richard , Chuck Berry, 
Bo Diddley, and Lloyd Price are favorites of many blues fans. T he R&B pioneers of the 1940s, who also recorded in the ó50s, could be 

qualified -  names like Louis Jord an, Lionel Hampton, Johnny Otis, and Wynonie ñMr. Bluesò Harris; and certainly the great pianists 

Roosevelt ñthe Honeydripperò Sykes, Champion Jack Dupree, Memphis Slim, et al. The early ó50s West -Coast pioneers  Charles Brown and 

Amos Milburn, and New York/Southerner Eddie ñCleanheadò Vinson are definitely blues exponents . Nat ñKingò Cole, and Brook Benton 

both sang the blues. The orig inal  ñsoul ò greats  could qualify -  especially Ray Charles, and the  successful  Bobby ñBlueò Bland. Clyde 
McPhatter, Jesse Belvin, Sam Cooke, Jackie Wilson, James Brown , Joe Tex, Solomon Burke, and yes, even Wilson Pickett  have to be 

nominated . I can also think of lesser famous, but classic and important singers like  Richard Berry, Bobby Day, and Young Jessie; and of 

several of the hard -working, and ground -breaking  vocal groups  (which are  presented in ñTHE Top Ten Vocal Groups of the Golden ó50sò). 

Several of the above listed performers will get their ñshareò in the forth -coming presentations of ñTen Sepia Super Stars of Rock ónô Rollò, 

ñTransitions from Rhythm to Soul  ï Twelve Original Soul Icons ò, ñThe True R&B Pioneers ò, and in ñPredeces sors of the Soul Explosion in 

the 1960s ò (including some of the early 1960s voca l groups of soul, like the Temptations, Impressions, Miracles, Isley Brothers, Four 
Tops, and the Dells).  

 

Probably some of your absolute favorite ñbluesò artists will be presented in ñTen Sepia Super Stars of Rock ónô Rollò (ñRock ónô Rollò - a 

rubric whi ch may even be harder to define than ñthe Bluesò). Definition s may alter , depending on who is deciding the task ï but the 

artists presented here are -  in the mind of the editor of this work ï the definitive twelve most interesting and important Blues G iant s of 
the 1950s  (nine of them charter m embers of the Blues Foundation  Hall of Fame; two inducted soon after ï only Fulson had to wait for his 

induction) . You will be able to read about four Texas (and Oklahoma / Kansas) rooted pioneer s of early jump -oriente d blues rep resenting 

the Big Cities  (Los Angeles. San Francisco, Kansas City, Dallas, New Orleans, Cincinnati, and New York City); about the  now legendary 

Delta Southerners of Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana -  who became the  ñBig Fourò of Chessô Chicag o Bar B lues ; and about four 

Mississippi born singers, who via Memphis, Tennessee (and  Gary, Indiana)  turned into Blues I cons of different Modern Blues styles  ï 

Down Home and Urban (Jackson -MS, Louisiana, Memphis, Detroit, Chicago, Houston, California , and Harlem -NYC).  The number of Top 10 
R&B Hits are noted below.  

 
Most of the birth (and death data) for the whole series of ñThe R&B Pioneersò are from  the super-book ñBLUES -  A Regional Experienceò 

by Bob Eagle  and  Eric S. LeBlanc (US 2013). 

                   Claus Röhnisch ï updated June 2018 .                                         

 

 

THE Blues Giants of the 1950s ï presented by Claus Röhnisch 

Twelve Great Legends in The R&B Pioneers Series 
 

                         Page  R&B Top 10                    Read more  

1940  T- Bone Walker  4 6 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T -Bone_Walker   
1938  Big Joe Turner  13  17  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Joe_Turner  

1946  Lowell Fulson  20  9 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lowell_Fulson  

1947  Roy Brown  24  14  http://en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/Roy_Brown_(blues_musician)   

1948  John Lee Hooker  30  5 http://www.angelfire.com/mn/coasters/johnnielee.html  

1946  Muddy Waters  43  14  http://www.muddywaters.com/home.html  

1951  Sonny Boy Williamson  57  1 http://www.sonnyboy.com/  

1951  Howlinô Wolf 67  4 http ://www.howlinwolf.com/  

1951  Elmore James  78  2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmore_James  

1947  Little Walter  83  14  http://www.littlewalter.net/  

1953  Jimmy Reed  92  10  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Reed  

1949  B. B. King  103  24  http://www.bbking.com/  
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http://www.rhythm -and -blues.info  

 

 
     

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Eagle/e/B00DW4LDOI/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&text=Eric+S.+LeBlanc&search-alias=books-uk&field-author=Eric+S.+LeBlanc&sort=relevancerank
http://www.rhythm-and-blues.info/
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THE GUITAR WIZARD ï ñthe man w ho invented electric guitar blue sò 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



THE Blues Giants of the 1950s 

The R&B Pioneers Series .- Volume Five of twelve 
 

5 

T-BONE WALKER   

 
 

"The Blues Guitar Wizard" - Texas "territory band" influenced 
guitarist and blues singer representing the original Los Angeles 
jazz-blues. A true giant - legendary - and creator of modern blues. 
Pioneer in developing the electric guitar sound. Inspirer of the 
modern exponents of "industrial guitar blues sounds". Toured with 
medicine shows - dancing and playing banjo - during the ´20s. 
Worked with Cab Calloway and Milt Larkin during the ´30s. Worked 
in Oklahoma and in the ´40s in California, Detroit and Chicago, and 
settled in Los Angeles. Some of his important backing musicians: 
Bumps Myers, tenor sax; Willard McDaniel, pno; Oscar Lee 
Bradley, dms. Was produced by the legendary Ralph Bass (for 
Black & White - the masters soon bought by Capitol) and later by 
arranger - tenor saxophonist Maxwell Davis (for Imperial), and 
Nesuhi Ertegun (for Atlantic). Had severe problems with his 
stomach from the ´50s on and sometimes inactive. The Earl 
Hines/Billy Eckstine recording of "Stormy Monday Blues" of 1942 is 
a complete different song than T-Bone's "Call It Stormy Monday". 
Charter member of the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame in 1980, and 
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987. 

Born: Aaron Thibeaux Walker, May 28, 1910, Linden, Texas. 
Died of pneumonia March 16, 1975, Los Angeles, California. 
First recordings: Dallas, Texas December 5, 1929 as Oak Cliff T-
Bone Wichita Falls Blues / Trinity River Blues; N.Y. or L.A. with Les 
Hite Orch ca June, 1940 T-Bone Blues - Varsity 8391 (also issued 
on Bluebird 11210); Hollywood with Freddie Slack, pno July 20, 
1942 Mean Old World / I Got A Break Baby - Capitol; Chicago 
October 10, 1944 Sail On Boogie / Iôm Still In Love With You - 
Rhumboogie 4000. 
Records for: Black & White 46-48, Comet 1948, Capitol 1949, 

Imperial 50-54, Atlantic 55-59, Bluesway 67-68. 

       

Essential CD: The Ultimate Collection 1929-57 ï Acrobat 5CD ACFCD  

7503 (2014) featuring 129 tracks includning all Atlantic 
Blues Masters: The Very Best of.. - Rhino R2 79894 (2000) or: 
Youôre My Best Poker Hand ï The Definitive Collection (3CD) ï Fantastic 
VoyageFVTD099 (featuring a.o. Capitol/Imperial/Atlantic ) (2011) 
Editor´s choices: 
The Complete Capitol/Black & White Recordings (3CD) - Capitol 829379-
2 (1995) and 
The Complete Imperial Recordings (2CD) - EMI CDP7 96737-2 (1991) 
and T-Bone Blues - Atlantic 8020-2 (1989, originally issued in 1959) 
For Collectors: 
The Original Source (4CD) - Properbox 38 (90 great early tracks with a 44 page 
booklet, 2002) 
The Chronological T-Bone Walker 1929-1946 - Classics 5007 (2001) 
The Complete Recordings of T-Bone Walker 1940-1964 (6CD) 
- Mosaic MD6 130 (144 tracks, 1990) 
Stormy Monday Blues - the essential collection - Spectrum/MCA HMNCD 039 
(the best Bluesway rec) (1998/1999) 

Reading: Stormy Monday - the T-Bone Walker Story by Helen Oakley 
Dance (Da Capo, 1987) 

First LPs: 

Classics In Jazz ï Capitol T-370 (1953) 
T-Bone Walker Sings The Blues ï Imperial LP 9098 (1959) 
T-Bone Blues ï Atlantic LP 8020 (1959) 

T-BONE WALKER, vocals/guitar ñLUCKY-SEVENò 
1.  Les Hite and His Orchestra ï Vocal by T-Bone Walker 

(T-Bone only vocal; Frank Pasley, gtr) 
- New York (or poss. Los Angeles), ca June 1940 or March 6, 1941: 
US-1852-1  T-Bone Blues - Varsity 8391 
2.  T-Bone Walker, featuring Freddie Slack at the piano 

- Hollywood, July 20, 1942: 
CAP-55-A   Mean Old World - Capitol 10033 
3.  T-Bone Walker and His Guitar (featuring Lloyd Glenn, pno and 
Bumps Myers, sax) - Hollywood, September 13, 1947: 
BW 637-3   Call It Stormy Monday But Tuesday Is Just 
As Bad- Black & White 122 (#5, 6w total 1948) 
4.  (featuring Willard McDaniel, pno) 
- Los Angeles, November 13, 1947: 
BW 662-2   T-Bone Shuffle - Comet 53 (#7, 4w 1949) 
5.  T-Bone Walker & His Band (featuring Jim Wynn, sax)  
- Los Angeles, April 6, 1950: 
IM 178  Travelin' Blues - Imperial 5094 
6.  T-Bone Walker (featuring Maxwell Davis, sax) 
- Los Angeles, December 1951: 
IM 388-3  Street Walkin'  Woman - Imperial 5202 (1952) 
7.  (Lloyd Glenn, pno; Billy Hadnott, bs; Oscar Lee Bradley, dms) 
- Los Angeles, December 14, 1956: 
A 2274  T-Bone Blues ï Atlantic LP 8020 

     

R&B Top 10 Hits: (6 of 9 Top 40) 

1946     Bobby Sox Baby (Blues)  #3 
1948     Call It Stormy Monday But Tuesday Is Just As Bad  #5 
1948     Long Skirt Baby Blues  #10 
1948     I´m Waiting For Your Call  #8 
1948     West Side Baby  #8 
1949     T-Bone Shuffle  #7 

More Essential Songs: 

1940     T-Bone Blues (with Les Hite) 
1942     Mean Old World (with Freddie Slack) 
1944     I´m Still In Love With You 
1945     T-Bone Boogie 
1946     I´m In An Awful Mood 
1947     T-Bone Jumps Again (instr) 
1948     That´s Better For Me 
1949     Hypin´ Women Blues 
1949     Plain Ole Down Home Blues 
1949     I Wish You Were Mine (LP ô63) 
1949     I Want A Little Girl 
1950     Strollin´ With Bones (instr) 
1950     Travelin´ Blues 
1951     Welcome Blues 
1951     Cold Cold Feeling 
1951     I Got The Blues Again 
1952     Street Walkin´ Woman 
1952     Blue Mood 
1953     My Baby Is Now On My Mind 
1954     Bye Bye Baby 
1954     Pony Tail 
1954     Strugglin´ Blues 
1955     Papa Ain´t Salty 
1956     T-Bone Blues (Atlantic)) 
1957     Evenin´ 
1959     Two Bones And A Pick (instr) 
1966     Takes A Lot Of Know-How 
1968     Goin´ To Funky Town (instr) 

http://www.cduniverse.com/images.asp?pid=2238114&style=music&image=front&title=Walker%2C+T%2DBone+%2D+Stormy+Monday+Blues%3A+The+Essential+Collection+CD
http://www.propermusic.com/products.asp?recnumber=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AeauB9mkmPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUv5tBhevKA
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/B002FGYJCC/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=229816&s=music
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0STSJlpOYLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOU-qnbdoA4
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T- BONE WALKER  ï REPRESENTATIVE RECORDS  192 9 ï 19 59  

 
 

 
 
 

            
                1929                        1940                          1942                           19 45  
 
 

 

      
              1946                         1946                           194 7                          1947  
 

                   
                1948                      194 9                            1950                 1950  ( REISSUED 1955 )  

  

                                   
              1951                         1952                           1952                          1953  
 
 
 

           
                1954                        1955                         1956                        1957/195 9  
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T- Bone Walker  
-  his Chicago, and his Capitol, Black & White,  

and Comet singles  -  
 

 

    
 
T-Boneôs singles for Black & White, Comet and Capitol were all recorded in Los 
Angeles. One record was made for Capitol (Hollywood) July 20, 1942. The first 
sessions for Black & White (owned by Paul Reiner in New York) were done in 
September 1946, and one in December. On September 13, 1947 (four songs) T-Bone 
recorded his famous ñCall It Stormy Mondayò and the rest were also recorded for 
Black & White in Los Angeles (with Ralph Bass the producer). Soon Reiner bought 
another New York company, Comet Records. Capitol acquired all of T-Bones 
recordings (including the Comet ones) around mid/late 1948, re-releasing several of 
his Black & White recordings (and also issued some songs which hadnôt been 
released from the mastondont November and December 1947 Black & White 
sessions). Dave Dexter was the architect for the releases of 1949. T-Bone was 
contracted to Imperial in early 1950 (and made his first recordings for them on April 6 
(he hadnôt recorded after December 1947). Maxwell Davis soon took care of the 
musical directionship (and prob also had a producer roll); Hadnott and Bradley stayed 
with T-Bone. Here are the famous ñBlack & Whiteò singles (plus his early Chicago 
recordings). T-Bone Walker, vcl/gtr on all tracks, except -1 which is an instrumental. 
Before his Black & White period T-Bone recorded in Chicago in 1944 and 1945 for 
Rhumboogie (Charlie Glennôs label), Mercury and Old Swingmaster (some of those 
recordings were later reissued on Imperial LP). Several recordings did appear only on 
later LPs. 
 

T-Bone Walker featuring Freddie Slack at the piano with bass and drums 
Capitol  (1942) 
15033 I Got A Break Baby ï Mean Old World  (also issued on Capitol Criterion 10033) 
 

T-Bone Walker with Marl Youngôs Orchestra  (rec in Chicago) 
Rhumboogie  (issued 1945/46) 
4000 Sail On Boogie ï Iôm Still In Love With You  (also issued on M33-1) 

4002 T-Bone Boogie ï Evening 
4003 You Donô Love Me Blues ï Mean Old World Blues 
Mercury  (issued 1946) 

8016 My Baby Left Me ï Come Back To Me Baby 
Old Swingmaster  (issued 1949) 
11 She Is Going To Ruin Me  (Fast Woman on Imperial later) 
 - My Baby Left Me  
 

T-Bone Walker and His Guitar  (with Jack McVea & All Stars  -2)   
Black & White  (issued 1946-1948) 
110 Bobby Sox Blues (#3) ï Iôm Gonna Find My Baby    -2 
111 No Worry Blues ï Donôt Leave Me Baby   -2 
115 Itôs A Lowdown Dirty Deal ï Donôt Give Me The Runaround 
121 Iôm In An Awful Mood ï Hard Pain Blues 
122 I Know Your Wig Is Gone  
                       ï  Call It Stormy Monday But Tuesday Is Just As Bad  (#5) 
123 Long Skirt Baby Blues (#10)  ï Goodbye Blues 
125 T-Bone Jumps Again -1  -  I Want A Little Girl 
126 Iôm Waiting For Your Call  (#8)  ï Thatôs Better For Me 
127 Midnight Blues (#11)   ï Plain Old Down Home Blues 
 

Comet  (issued 1948) 

T50 Lonesome Woman Blues ï West Side Baby  (#8) 
T51 Inspiration Blues -  Iôm Still In Love With You   
T52 Describtion Blues  (#13)   - That Old Feeling Is Gone 
T53 T-Bone Shuffle  (#7)   - First Love Blues 
 

Capitol (issued 1949-1950) 

70012 Vacation Blues ï Prison Blues 
70014 Call It Stormy Monday ï I Know Your Wig Is Gone 
70023 Long Lost Lover Blues ï Youôre My Best Poker Hand 
70025 Hypinô Women Blues -  Born To Be No Good 
70042 T-Bone Shuffle ï First Love Blues 
70055  West Side Baby ï Iôm Still In Love With You 
799 On Your Way Blues -  Go Back To The One You Love  (#15) 
944 Sheôs My Old Time Used To Be ï Too Much Trouble Blues 

 

 

The musicians in L.A. 
 

July 20, 1942 
Freddie Slack (piano); Jud De Naut (bass); Dave Coleman (drums) 
 

September 30, 1946 

with Jack McVea (ts) & All Stars:  Joe ñRedò Kelly,tp; Tommy Cahn,p; Frank Clarke,b; 
Rabon Tarrant,d 
 

December 1946 
with Al Killlian (tp) Quartet; Jack McVea,ts; Kahn, Clarke, Tarrant 
 

September 13, 1947 

Teddy Buckner,tp; Bumps Myers,ts; Lloyd Glenn,p; Arthur Edward,b; Oscar Lee 
Bradley,d 
 

November and December 1947 

The mastondont sessions featured Buckner (later George Orendorf and one session 
Jack Trainor),tp; Myers, Willard McDaniel,p; Billy Hadnott (or subbing John Davis),b; 

Bradley,d 

T- Bone Walker  
-  the editorôs favo rite CDs  -  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Peak positions on any of the Blllboardôs national 
R&B Charts noted left. 
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T-Bone Walkerôs original vinyl LPs                      1953-1969 

 
 

     
 

Capitol H/T 370 òClassics In Jazzò (1953), Capitol T 1958 ñClassic Indigo Vocals and Guitarò (1963, rec in the 1940s), 
Imperial LP 9098 ñT-Bone Walker Sings The Bluesò (1959) 

 

     
 

Imperial LP 9116 ñSinging The Bluesò (1960), Imperial LP 9146 ñI Get So Wearyò (1961), 
Imperial (France) LP 1561451 ñHot Leftoversò (1985, Imperial Ë50s), Music for Pleasure (UK) MFP 1043 ñThe Blues of T-Bone Walkerò (1965, Capitol ó40ôs) 

 

     
 

Atlantic LP 8020 ñT-Bone Bluesò (1959), BluesWay BLS-6008 ñStormy Monday Bluesò (late 1967), BluesWay BLS-6014 ñFunky Townò (1968) 
 

     
 

BluesWay BLS-6058 ñDirty Mistreaterò (1973, compiled from the earlier BluesWays), Brunswick LP BL 754126 ñThe Truthò (1968, rec in Texas in 1966 
-MCA CD image shown - same as LP) Delmark LP D-633 òI Want A Little Girlò (1969, rec in Paris, November 1968);  

mage top right Bluestime LP29004 ñEvery Day I Have The Bluesò (1969, rec in New York in August that year.)  
 

 


