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Itawamba Community College 

SPRING 2009

Tupelo Campus - -Mr. Miller

· Course Number: PSC 1113   American National Government
· Course Description: Survey of the organization and political aspects of the basis for American Government.

· Course Prerequisite: None

· Lecture and Lab Hours Per Week: Three Hours Lecture

· Textbook Requirements: The American Democracy; Patterson, McGraw-Hill, Eighth Edition. ISBN 0-07-310349-7
·  Grading System:  Chapter Test= 57.5% of semester grade, One Final Exam=22.5% of the semester grade; Class attendance=10% of semester grade; Projects= 10% of semester grade.

· Grading Scale: 100-90=A,  89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59-0=F

· Course Attendance and Tardy Policies: (from College website)

Introduction:
It is the intent of the Itawamba Community College Board of Trustees that opportunities for student success and the development of personal responsibility be a high priority for the college. One of the key factors in this endeavor is class attendance. In keeping with this intent, the faculty at Itawamba Community College maintains class attendance records for all classes. It is the student's responsibility to attend class.

Class Attendance:
Students are expected to attend all classes and complete all course work prescribed by the instructor.

Tardies:
If a student fails to report to class at the beginning of the class period or leaves before the class has ended, he/she is tardy. It is the policy of Itawamba Community College that three tardies equal one absence. The student is responsible for informing the instructor after missing a portion of a class. Only then can the student be assured he/she is counted tardy rather than absent.

Absences:
Itawamba Community College recognizes that absences from class are occasionally necessary. If a student is absent more than 15 percent of the class time, he/she will be dropped from the class.

Absences in Special Admission Programs:
Some of the educational programs of the college have special attendance requirements because of the nature of the subject matter taught, the clinical components, and/or state or national accreditation. Where this is the case, these requirements will be communicated to the student in the course syllabus.

Work Missed Because Of Absences:
It is the student's responsibility to notify the instructor when an absence is necessary and to make arrangements for missed notes, assignments, and/or tests. These arrangements should be made prior to the absence when possible. If arrangements are not made prior to the absence, the student is responsible for meeting with the instructor upon returning to class to determine when missed assignments and/or tests can be completed.

Class Reinstatement:
A student who has been dropped from class because of excessive absences may request reinstatement from the Dean of Instruction responsible for the course. The request must be made prior to the next scheduled class meeting after the student has been notified of the drop. Students requesting class reinstatement should remain in class until the appropriate dean reaches a decision.

Appeals:
Students who fail to be readmitted to class by the Dean of Instruction may appeal the decision to an Attendance Committee. The appeal must be made in writing to the Vice-President for Instruction within two school days of the dean's decision, or the decision of the dean becomes final. Students will remain in class until the Attendance Committee reaches a decision. The decision of the Attendance Committee will be final. 

Local Interpretation Chart 

	Class Mtgs. 
Per Week
	Absences
Allowed
	Drop
On

	1
	2
	3

	2
	4
	5

	3
	6
	7

	4
	9
	10

	5
	11
	12


Academic Honesty Policy

Itawamba Community College is committed to academic honesty and scholarly integrity. Cheating and plagiarism erode the educational and social values of the College and deprive students of knowledge, skills and character traits valued in the community. Cheating is the act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that he/she has mastered information or skills on an academic exercise. 

Cheating includes but is not necessarily limited to:

• submission of work that is not the student’s own, including papers, assignments or exams

• supplying or receiving in any way unauthorized information for the preparation of a test, exam or assignment

• communicating during a test/exam with the intent of copying from or supplying information to another student

• taking an exam with the aid of cheat sheets, notes or other unauthorized assistance

• improperly using technology including copying or receiving information from others, accessing computer files without authority, and altering records

• assisting any person committing an act of academic dishonesty

Plagiarism is the representation of previously written, published or creative work as one’s own. Examples include, but are not limited to:

• representing any scholarly work of others, such as musical compositions, computer programs, visual arts, as one’s own

• offering as one’s own work the words, idea, or arguments of other persons without appropriate credit

• falsifying bibliographies

First offense: The student will receive an F for the assignment, test, project, etc. The student may not drop this grade.

Second offense: Student will receive an F for the course. Student may not drop the course with a W.

Third offense: Student will be suspended from the College for two calendar years.

The student may appeal the decision through the Student Grievance Procedure for Academic Matters, beginning at step three in the procedure.

· Social Science Unit Learning Outcomes

1. The student will recognize the impact of human behavior over time and in the context of 

culture and region.

2. The student will have cognizance of the role of individual, groups, and ideas in varied cultural, political and social settings.

3. The student will recognize the contributions and values of diverse human experiences (e.g. culture, ethnicity, gender, social class, religion). 

4. The student will comprehend major forces and events, influences and ideas that shaped 

history and society.

5. The student will identify governmental, historical, philosophical/religious, psychological, sociological concepts associated with the behavioral/social science disciplines. 

· Assessment of Course Learning Outcomes: 

A. Political Concepts And Ideologies

1. The student will define political science.

This addresses ULO: 2, 3 & 5  Means of Assessment: Exam 1

2. The student will describe the social contract theory of government.

This addresses ULO: 2,3,4, & 5  Means of Assessment: Exam 1

3. The student will recognize the basic functions of government.

This addresses ULO: 1,2,4, & 5  Means of Assessment: Exam 1

4. The student will identify basic American political ideologies.

This addresses ULO: 2 & 5  Means of Assessment: Exam 1

5. The student will distinguish between types of political systems.

This addresses ULO:2, 4 & 5   Means of Assessment: Exam 1

B. The United State of America’s Constitutional Democracy

1. The student will analyze political events in America’s colonial history.

This addresses ULO: 4

Means of Assessment: Exam 1 The student will enumerate the events leading to the adoption of the Constitution of the United States of America.

This addresses ULO: 4 & 5 Means of Assessment: Exam 1

2. The student will identify the checks and balances on the powers of the three branches of American government.

This addresses ULO: 2,4, & 5 Means of Assessment: Exam 1

3. The student will define what is meant by the term judicial review.

This addresses ULO: 5 Means of Assessment: Exam 1

4. The student will analyze the formal amendment process of the United States Constitution. This addresses ULO: 4 & 5 Means of Assessment: Exam 1

C.  American Federalism 
1. The student will define sovereignty and discriminate between federal, unitary, and confederacy systems. This addresses ULO: 2,3,4 7 5 Means of Assessment: Test 2

2. The student will identify the differences among enumerated, implied, and reserved powers. This addresses ULO: 4 & 5 Means of Assessment: Test 2

3. The student will distinguish between the "necessary and proper" clause, "supremacy" clause, and “commerce” clause, explaining how their constitutional interpretations have affected the division of powers in American government.

This addresses ULO: 5 Means of Assessment: Test 2

4. The student will recognize the different historical stages of federalism, including the major events and Supreme Court rulings that marked each stage.

This addresses ULO: 4 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 2

D. Civil Rights and Liberties/Constitutional Amendments

1. The student will differentiate between civil rights and civil liberties.

This addresses ULO: 5 Means of Assessment: Test 2

2. The student will recognize the difference between formal and informal amendments. This addresses ULO: 5 Means of Assessment: Test 2

E. Political Participation
1. The student will evaluate the factors that contribute to voter turnout. 

This addresses ULO: 3  Means of Assessment: Test 3

2. The student will examine the factors that influence what groups participate in the voting process. This addresses ULO: 1,2 & 3  Means of Assessment: Test 3

F. Political Parties 

1. The student will analyze the reasons for the organizational weakness of American political parties and the decline in their influence.

This addresses ULO: 1,2,3, & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

2.The student will examine the effects of the decline of parties and candidate-centered campaigns on government. 

This addresses ULO: 1,2,3 & 5   Means of Assessment: Test 3

3. The student will examine the roles held by parties, money, consultants, and media in today's candidate-centered campaigns.

This addresses ULO: 4 7 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

 

G. Interest Groups

1.   The student will analyze the definition of "interest group."

This addresses ULO: 1,2,3 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

2. The student will analyze lobbying and its objective. 

This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

3. The student will compare the processes of inside and outside lobbying.

This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

4. The student will recognize the activities of political action committees and their influence on the election process.

This addresses ULO: 2 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 3

H. Congress

1.  The student will understand why congressional incumbents have had such great electoral successes.

This addresses ULO: 1 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

2. The student will identify the major leadership positions in Congress and the sources of their leadership powers.

This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

3.  The student will recognize the role of the committee system within  Congress.

This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

4. The student will analyze how a bill becomes a law. 

This addresses ULO: 4 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

I. Presidency

1. The student will identify the historical evolution of presidential powers.

This addresses ULO: 4 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

2. The student will recognize major organizations that make up the Executive Office of the President. 

This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

3. The student will examine the effects of staffing on the president's control of executive authority.

This addresses ULO: 5     Means of Assessment: Test 4

4. The student will analyze the relationship between the president and Congress. 

This addresses ULO: 1,2, & 4     Means of Assessment: Test 4

J. Judiciary 

1. The student will distinguish between federal and state court systems.

This addresses ULO: 4 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

2. The student will examine the role of partisan politics in the appointment of 

      federal judges and justices. This addresses ULO: 1,2 & 5  Means of Assessment: Test 

3.  The student will recognize the criteria underlying the Supreme Court's selection of cases.  This addresses ULO: 3, 4, & 5 Means of Assessment: Test 4

4. The student will examine the Supreme Court's policymaking (decision making) process.  This addresses ULO: 5  Means of Assessment: Test 4

· Instructional Plan

Weeks1 & 2 Political Concepts and Ideologies - - Thompson - - Chapter 1  


(W) January 7 - - Introduction of class expectations; 

Topics: American Political Culture; American Core Values


(M) January 12 - - Topics: Politics; Political Power


(W) January 14 - - Political Systems; Ideologies

Weeks 3 & 4 The United States of America’s Constitutional Democracy - - Thompson - - Chapter 2 (Test 1)


(M) January 19 - - Martin Luther King Holiday


(W) January 21 - - Topics American Democratic Heritage; Colonial Practices


(M) January 26 – Topics Articles of Confederation; A More Perfect Union


(W) January  28 - - Topics: Democracy Today

Week 5 American Federalism - -Thompson - - Chapter 3 



(M) February 2 - - Topics: National and State Sovereignty; Types of Federalism;

(W) February  4 - -Topics: Types of Federalism (cont); Balancing Federalism & 

                                                Public Policy

Week 6 Civil Rights and Liberties/Constitutional Amendments (Test 2)

Thompson - - Chapters 4  & 5 


(M) February 9 - -Topics: Balancing Rights, Liberties, & Responsibilities


(W) February 11 - - Topics: The Bill of Rights

Week 7 Political Participation – Thompson – Chapter 7 


(M) February 16 - -Topics: Political Socialization; Political Culture 


(W) February 18 - -Topics: Voter Participation; Participation & Influence

Week 8 Political Parties –Thompson – Chapter 8


(M) February 23 - - Topics: U.S. Political Parties; Parties & Voting 


(W) February 25 - -Topics: Electoral  & Party Systems; Campaigns

Week 9 Interest Groups (Test 3) - -Thompson Chapter 9


(M) March 2 - - Topics: Interest Groups; Iron Triangles; Lobbying


(W) March  4 - -Topics: Public Pressure; The Group System

Weeks 10 & 11 Congress - - Thompson- - Chapter 11 



(M) March  9 - -Topics: Election to Congress; The People’s Branch



(W) March 11 - - Topics: Congressional Leadership; The Committee System



(M) March 23 - - Topics: How a Bill Becomes A Law; Non-Legislative Powers 



(W) March 25 - - Topics: Policy Making; Congress & Checks and Balances

Weeks12 & 13 Presidency - -Thompson - - Chapter 12 & 17



(M) March 30 - - Topics: The Modern Presidency; Choosing the President



(W) April 1 - - Topics: Powers of the Presidency; Presidential Appointments



(M) April 6 - -Topics: Presidential Leadership; EOP



(W) April 8 - -Topics: Foreign Policy & Defense

(M) April 13 - - Topics: American Foreign Policy

Weeks 14 & 15 Judiciary - - Thompson - -Chapter 14(final exam/ Test 4)


(W) April 15 - - Topics: Federal Court Appointments; Issues of Selection


(M) April 20 - - Topics: Judicial Decision Making; Influencing Decisions


(W) April 27 - - Topics: Judicial Power in a Democracy

(W) April 29 - - Topics: Special Topics in the Judiciary

The course is based on extensive amounts of material given in class lectures.

The course lectures will be reinforced with assigned readings from the textbook. 

Students will have access to pre-test on the textbook website. This will reinforce the material covered in the lectures and text. This will allow the student to identify weaknesses with the subject matter. After reviewing the textbook and their class notes, if the student needs additional help, he/she can arrange an appointment with the instructor outside of class.

The instructor will encourage oral communication through class discussion, which will include teacher and student generated feedback. 

The assessment of student learning will include the grading of teacher-generated tests, teacher observation of student participation, and teacher assessment of oral and written communications.

Required Statements

· If a student is dropped from class, he/she must see the Academic Dean prior to next class meeting.  Tupelo Office Hours: MR 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Tupelo Phone:662-620-5204 Fulton Office Hours: TWF 8:00 a.m-5:00 p.m. and MR 10:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Fulton Phone: 662-862-8035

· In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), a student with a documented disability may apply to the Office of Supportive and Disability Services for accommodations.  The OSDS on the Tupelo Campus is located in the Purvis Center, and the phone numbers are 662.620.5136 or 662.620.5303.  On the Fulton Campus, the OSDS is located on the second floor of the Student Services Building, and the number is 662.862.8256.
	Electronic Device Policy

(
	Students using electronic devices in the classroom without consent will be subject to disciplinary action by the appropriate dean.  Electronic devices include but are not limited to iPods, cell phones, Blackberries, etc.  The first offense warrants a warning, the second offense results in the student being dropped from the class.  If a student is dropped from class he or she must make an appointment to request readmission before the next class.

(PLEASE be considerate of others and turn your phone OFF before class starts.




(Writing Centers -  Assistance with writing assignments in all classes at the College is available in the Writing Centers.  Locations are Boggs Humanities 101 on the Fulton campus, Purvis 116 on the Tupelo campus, and Online at the ICC website.  Please call 862-8160 or 620-5045 for more information.
Projects:

Choose from the options:

1st Project due by Wednesday, February 18

2nd Project due by Wednesday, April 8

1.  Written Options:

· Reflective Paper on one of the following topics

a. My Responsibilities As an American Citizen 

b. Should Marijuana be Legalized for Medical Uses?

c. Is Capital Punishment Cruel & Unusual?

d. Flag Burning: An Flag Protection Amendment Should be Added to the Constitution 

e. The Cost of the War in Iraq is Too High for America

f. The Patriot Act Protects America? Yes or No?

The paper should be no less than 2 pages, typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12pt.

Please include a cover sheet. Any format is acceptable.

Additional topics may be submitted to Instructor; please consult Blackboard for helps

2. PowerPoint Presentation:
· Presidential PowerPoint Presentation

Using my web site, students will plan, prepare, and present a short presentation on a U.S. President.  Please follow guidelines as follows:

a. limit the presentation to 10 (plus your title and source slides)

b. introduce the audience to the important facts about the man, his presidency, and his contributions

c. include one slide for sources
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