
Chapter Twelve

The Presidency: Leading the Nation
Multiple Choice
 1. 
The president’s constitutional roles, such as chief executive and commander-in-chief,

a. 
are based on very precise constitutional grants of power.

b. 
are rooted in tradition only; they have no basis in the language of the Constitution.

c. 
are not subject to check by Congress.

d. 
have expanded in practice to be more powerful than the writers of the Constitution intended.

e.
are absolute powers under the Constitution.

Answer: 
Page: 339
 2. 
Most of the wars that the United States has waged during its history 

a. 
have been conducted after Congress issued a declaration of war.

b. 
have been conducted upon order of the president acting in the role of commander-in-chief.

c. 
have been conducted in response to attacks on America.

d. 
have occurred when the Republican party was in power.

e.
have been designed to gain more territory for the United States.

Answer: 
Page: 339
 3. 
The Whig theory holds that the presidency

a. 
is a shared office where the president and the cabinet are equally powerful. 

b. 
is a limited office whose occupant is confined to the exercise of expressly granted constitutional powers.

c. 
is the office most representative of the people.

d. 
should provide strong leadership in the area of foreign policy but not in domestic policy.

e.
is subordinate to the Supreme Court.

Answer: 
Page: 340
4. 
The president’s role in foreign policy increased largely because

a. 
Congress proved so inept in foreign affairs that the American people demanded a change.

b. 
America became more of a world power.

c. 
of the need to coordinate national economic policy and foreign policy, a task to which the presidency was well-suited.

d. 
of the desire of U.S. business to expand into Latin America and Asia, which required executive action at the highest level.

e.
of attitudes by the American public.

Answer: 
Page: 342
 5. 
From roughly 1900 to 1960, a strong showing in presidential primaries

a. 
did not improve a candidate’s chances of gaining the nomination.

b. 
enabled a candidate to demonstrate popular support, but did not ensure nomination.

c. 
guaranteed a candidate’s nomination.

d. 
guaranteed a candidate’s place on the ticket, although sometimes as the vice presidential nominee rather than presidential nominee.

e.
allowed a candidate to write the platform for her/his political party.

Answer: 
Page: 344
 6. 
The primary election as a means of choosing the states’ delegates to the national conventions where the presidential nominee is formally selected

a. 
was introduced during the Jacksonian era.

b. 
is used in Europe as well as in the United States.

c. 
has been adopted more widely in recent decades, such that the candidate who dominates the primaries can usually expect to have won enough delegates to be assured of nomination at the convention.

d. 
is designed to strengthen the political parties.

e.
is being replaced by the open-caucus system of selecting delegates.

Answer: 
Page: 347
 7. 
Candidate strategy in the early presidential nominating contests (such as New Hampshire’s primary) is designed chiefly to gain

a. 
momentum.

b. 
the support of the party’s organizational leaders.

c. 
the support of the party’s congressional leaders.

d. 
the endorsements of newspaper editors.

e.
the support of partisan rivals.

Answer: 
Page: 347
8. 
The selection of the vice presidential nominee at the national convention is based on

a. 
the results of the primaries and caucuses: the candidate who places second in these contests is nominated as the running-mate of the candidate who finishes first.

b. 
the convention delegates’ judgment as to the candidate who would make the best vice president.

c. 
the results of public opinion polls taken just before the convention begins.

d. 
the presidential nominee’s choice of a running mate.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 349
9. 
Presidents usually have the most success in getting Congress to enact their programs during their

a. 
first years in office.

b. 
middle years in office.

c. 
final years in office.

d. 
There is no temporal pattern to presidential success.

e.
final few weeks in office.

Answer: 
Page: 360
10. 
The staffing of the modern presidency has

a. 
enabled presidents to extend their authority beyond what would otherwise be possible.

b. 
challenged president’s ability to control action taken under their authority.

c. 
contributed much-needed expertise to the process of presidential decision making.

d. 
All of the answers are correct.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 354
11. 
The Executive Office of the President (EOP) was created in 

a. 
1789, when George Washington assumed office.

b. 
1804, shortly after Thomas Jefferson made the Louisiana Purchase.

c. 
1865, shortly after the Civil War ended.

d. 
1916, during the presidency of Woodrow Wilson.

e.
1939, during the Depression era when Franklin Roosevelt was president.

Answer: 
Page: 354
12. 
The presidential advisory unit that declined most in importance during the twentieth century is the

a. 
Council of Economic Advisers.

b. 
Office of Management and Budget.

c. 
White House Office.

d. 
National Security Council.

e.
cabinet.

Answer: 
Page: 356
13. 
Which of the following did the Framers want from a president?

a. 
national leadership

b. 
administration of the laws

c. 
statesmanship in foreign affairs

d. 
executive ability

e.
All of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 339
14. 
The presidency was created by Article ________ of the U.S. Constitution.

a. 
I

b. 
II

c. 
III

d. 
IV

e.
VII

Answer: 
Page: 339
15. 
According to the U.S. Constitution, if no one candidate receives a majority vote of the Electoral College, who chooses the president?

a. 
the U.S. Senate

b. 
the U.S. House of Representatives

c. 
both the Senate and House in joint session

d. 
the Supreme Court

e.
the people, in a runoff election

Answer: 
Page: 350
16. 
________ ended the practice of nominating presidential candidates by legislative caucuses, replacing it with the party-convention method of nomination. 

a. 
George Washington

b. 
Thomas Jefferson

c. 
James Madison 


d. 
Andrew Jackson

e.
Martin Van Buren

Answer: 
Page: 345
17. 
Which of the following presidents lost the popular vote, but still won the presidency?

a. 
John Quincy Adams

b. 
Rutherford B. Hayes

c. 
Benjamin Harrison


d. 
George W. Bush

e.
All of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 345
18. 
During which period did the Democrats force major changes in the presidential nominating process that are still in effect today?

a. 
World War I

b. 
the Great Depression

c. 
World War II

d. 
Vietnam War

e.
in the early 1990s, at the end of the Cold War

Answer: 
Page: 345
19. 
________ has the most votes in the Electoral College in presidential elections.

a. 
Texas

b. 
California

c. 
New York

d. 
Pennsylvania

e.
Florida

Answer: 
Page: 351
20. 
The predictably highest point of public support for a president is

a. 
during the president’s first year in office.

b. 
after reelection to a second term.

c. 
immediately after Congress enacts a major presidential initiative.

d. 
when international conditions are stable.

e.
during the president’s last year in office.

Answer: 
Page: 360
21. 
Which of the following is part of the Executive Office of the President?

a. 
Office of Science and Technology Policy

b. 
Council of Economic Advisers

c. 
National Security Council

d. 
Office of Management and Budget

e.
All of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 355
22. 
Which of the following is a formal constitutional requirement for becoming president?

a.
One must be at least 40 years of age.

b. 
One must be a resident in the United States for at least 1 year.

c. 
One must be a natural-born citizen.

d. 
One must be a white male.

e.
One must be a Protestant.

Answer: 
Page: 352
23. 
Candidates for presidential nomination are eligible to receive federal matching funds if they raise enough money on their own and if they agree 

a. 
to refrain from using negative advertising to attack their opponents.

b. 
to participate in televised debates along with the other candidates.

c. 
to enter the first contests in Iowa and New Hampshire.

d. 
not to run as an Independent candidate if they lose the nominating race.

e.
to limit their total campaign spending to a specified amount.

Answer: 
Page: 348
24. 
Most presidential campaign money during the general election is spent on

a. 
maintaining a campaign staff.

b. 
advertising on television.

c. 
mass mailing of campaign literature.

d. 
staging of personal appearances.

e.
direct-mail fund raising.

Answer: 
Page: 352
25. 
The War Powers Act was primarily intended to ________ the authority of the

________ to wage war.

a. 
limit; president

b. 
limit; Congress

c. 
extend; Congress

d. 
extend; president

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 365
26. 
A reason why the nation did not routinely need a strong president during most of the nineteenth century was

a. 
the small policymaking role of the federal government.

b. 
the sectional nature of the nation’s major issues.

c. 
the U.S. government’s small role in world affairs.

d. 
All of the answers are correct.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 342
27. 
What happened in the presidential election of 2000?

a. 
Al Gore won the popular vote.

b. 
George W. Bush won Florida by 537 votes.

c. 
George W. Bush won 271 votes in the Electoral College. 

d. 
The U.S. Supreme Court blocked a full recount of ballots in Florida.

e.
All of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 351
28. 
The first televised “debates” between the two major party presidential candidates occurred in

 
a. 
1948 (Truman-Dewey).

b. 
1960 (Kennedy-Nixon).

c. 
1968 (Nixon-Humphrey).

d. 
1976 (Carter-Ford).

e.
1984 (Reagan-Mondale).

Answer: 
Page: 352
29. 
The presidency is

1. an extraordinarily strong office with sufficient powers to enable the president to control national policy under virtually all circumstances.

1. an inherently weak office in that presidents have almost no capacity to influence the major directions of national policy.

1. an office in which power is conditional, depending on whether the political support that gives force to presidential leadership exists or can be developed.

1. an office where power depends almost entirely on its occupant; strong leaders are always successful presidents and weak ones never succeed. 

1. an office where power is fairly constant, regardless of the occupant or the circumstances.

Answer: 
Page: 368
30.     Presidents’ accomplishments have largely depended on

32. their margin of victory in the presidential campaign.

32. whether circumstances favor strong presidential leadership.

32. their ability to come up with good ideas.

32. their skill at balancing the demands of competing groups.

32. midterm elections.

Answer: 
Page: 359
33. According to Professor Hargrove’s theory of presidential success, a presidency of achievement occurs because

33. there is an unbreakable cycle to presidential leadership, whereby success always follows after failure.

33. from time to time, the public elects someone of exceptional talent.

33. there are times when other leaders and the public are generally agreed on a compelling need for president leadership in order to address major policy problems.

33. international developments periodically shift attention from domestic politics to global affairs, which is the area where presidents have the greatest capacity to lead.

e.
some presidents are popular in the media and amongst lobbyists.

Answer: 
Page: 359
32. 
The honeymoon period occurs during 

a. a president’s second term only.

b. the first part of a president’s term.

c. the period of a president’s term immediately following a successful foreign-policy initiative.

d. the period of a president’s term immediately following a successful domestic-policy initiative.

e.
the State of the Union address.

Answer: 
Page: 360
33. 
The two presidencies thesis holds that a president is likely to be most successful with Congress on policy initiatives involving

a. 
social-welfare policy.

d. foreign policy.

d. tax policy.

d. economic policy.

e.
environmental policy.

Answer: 
Page: 360
34. 
The War Powers Act was enacted in order to

a. 
guide the military in its use of force in field situations where it is impractical to seek direction from the president.

b. 
allow the president more leeway in committing U.S. troops to combat.

c. define the relationship between the United States and its allies.

d. limit the president’s war-making power.

e.
weaken Congress in foreign policy matters.

Answer: 
Page: 365
35. 
The forced removal of a president from office through impeachment and removal requires action by

a. 
the House of Representatives only.

b. 
the Senate only.

c. 
the House and Senate in a joint session.

d. 
the House and Senate in separate proceedings.

e.
the Supreme Court in a judicial proceeding.

Answer: 
Page: 364
36. 
A president’s policy initiatives are significantly more successful when the president

a. 
has the strong support of the American people.

b. 
is a former member of Congress.

c. 
is on good terms with other world leaders.

d. 
is in office when the economy goes bad, which creates a demand for stronger leadership.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 365
37. 
The factor that normally has the most impact on the president’s level of popular support is 

a. 
world conditions.

b. 
the condition of the nation’s economy.

c. 
the national crime rate.

d. 
the president’s skill in the use of television.

e.
the condition of nation’s public schools.

Answer: 
Page: 366
38. 
Which of the following is true about the American presidency or president?

a. 
It is constantly a focus of national attention.

b. 
Presidents nearly always get what they want.

c. 
Favorable conditions will make the president seem almost invincible. 

d. 
It is constantly a focus of national attention, and favorable conditions will make the president seem almost invincible.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 368
39. 
The U.S. House of Representatives last decided the outcome of a presidential election in 

a. 
2000, with the election of George W. Bush.

b. 
1892, with the election of Calvin Coolidge.

c. 
1860, with the election of Abraham Lincoln.

d. 
1824, with the election of John Quincy Adams.

e.
1800, with the election of Thomas Jefferson.

Answer: 
Page: 350
40. 
________ is the largest threat to the president’s ability to control the news media.

a. 
World hunger

b. 
Scandal

c. 
Homelessness

d. 
AIDS

e.
Environmental degradation

Answer: 
Page: 367
41. 
During his first year as president, George W. Bush

a. 
broke most of his campaign promises.

b. 
enjoyed Republican majorities in both houses of Congress.

c. 
had an very high success rate in getting Congress to back his policy proposals.

d. 
had a very low success rate in getting Congress to back his policy proposals.

e.
None of the answers are correct.

Answer: 
Page: 366
42. 
Congress authorized an official impeachment investigation of 

a. 
Andrew Johnson.

b. 
John Quincy Adams.

c. 
Theodore Roosevelt.

d. 
Warren Harding.

e.
Calvin Coolidge

Answer: 
Page: 364
43. 
In the modern era, the equivalent practice of using the presidency as a bully pulpit (Theodore Roosevelt) could best be summed up in the phrase

a. 
going public.

b. 
spin control.

c. 
air wars.

d. 
lobbying the bureaucracy.

e.
manipulating the media.

Answer: 
Page: 367
44. 
________ was known as the Great Communicator.

a. 
Ronald Reagan

b. 
George H.W. Bush

c. 
Jimmy Carter

d. 
Lyndon Johnson

e.
George W. Bush

Answer: 
Page: 367
45. 
If the U.S. House of Representatives chooses to impeach a president, who conducts the trial?

a. 
the U.S. Supreme Court

b. 
the U.S. House of Representatives

c. 
the U.S. Senate

d. 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation

e.
the Department of Justice

Answer: 
Page: 364
46. 
Which is normally the best thing a president can do to ensure political success?

a. 
maintain strong public schools

b. 
preside over a healthy economy

c. 
manipulate the mass media

d. 
visit many foreign nations

e.
focus on human rights abroad.

Answer: 
Page: 366
47. 
The two presidencies thesis refers to presidents’ policy success in what context? 

a. 
Republican versus Democratic presidents

b. 
foreign versus domestic policies

c. 
the first versus second term

d. 
positive versus negative presidents

e.
economic versus welfare policies

Answer: 
Page: 360
48. 
The only two states that are exceptions to the unit rule for awarding electoral votes are 

a. 
Michigan and Montana.

b. 
New Hampshire and Vermont.

c. 
Maine and Nebraska.

d. 
Georgia and Louisiana.

e.
Rhode Island and Oregon.

Answer: 
Page: 351
49. 
As President George W. Bush’s popularity declined during his second term as a result of the Iraq situation and other problems, 

a. 
Republican members of Congress rallied to increase their support of his presidency.

b. 
Democratic members of Congress rallied to increase their support of his presidency.

c. 
Independent voters rallied to increase their support of his presidency.

d. 
the news media rallied to increase their support of his presidency.

e.
None of the above answers is correct.

Answer: 
Page: 337
Essay/Short Answer
1. 
Explain the difference between the Whig theory of the presidency and the stewardship theory. Which is the norm today?

2.        Why is it normally the case that the electoral vote margin in a presidential campaign is proportionally greater than the popular vote margin? Why does this work to the disadvantage of an independent candidate?

3.         Identify the four systems of presidential selection that the United States has had during its history. What has been the overriding reason for the changes that have taken place?

4.         Discuss the circumstances that contribute to the success or failure of presidential influence on national policy.

5.        Discuss the relationship between the president and Congress. Why does the president need congressional support? What conditions affect the success of the president with Congress?

6.         Discuss the relationship of presidential power to public support for the president and explain why this relationship is both an asset and a liability for the president.


