Research Paper Rubric 

	Focus 
	Title
	Thesis Statement
	Body
	Out of
10

	
	( Short title is something catchy – NOT just the topic.  
( A longer subtitle clearly explains the thrust of the paper.  
	( The thesis of this paper is underlined – no points for thesis w/o underlining.  

( The thesis is a statement – NOT a question (rule 1).  
	( Thesis does not refer to the writer or the paper (rule 2).  

( Thesis is arguable (rule 3).  
( Thesis argues a single point (rule 4).  
	( The claim of the thesis is clear and is specific enough for a paper of this length (rule 5).  

( The thesis is straightforward & clear-cut (rule 6).  
	( The paper retains its focus without wandering into adjacent or larger topics.  
	

	Ideas
	( Paper convinces the reader that the writer has done in-depth research on this topic.  
	( The paper is not just a history of the topic, quotes of agreement, or a collection of facts without explanation – instead it clearly uses quotes and cited facts in an attempt to persuade the reader that what the thesis claims is true.  
	( Rebuttal section clearly shows that the researcher understands the opponent’s main arguments.  It takes on the opponents’ claims one after the other.  
	Out of
10

	Organi-zatino
	Intro 
	Body 
	Conclusion
	Out of
10

	
	( Introductory paragraph establishes the status quo.  

( Intro is inviting and purposeful.  
	( The body contains CLEARLY MARKED subsections that logically organize the evidence or arguments.  

( One subsection is marked “Rebuttal.” 
( The paper moves the reader methodically through its main points.  
	( Individual paragraphs are distinct.

( Transitions seem natural: text leads logically from one idea to another.  
	( Conclusion makes one think.  
	

	Flow
	( Meaning of student’s writing is clear; it is easy to follow.  
	Integration of quotes into writing:
	Out of
10

	
	
	( Before: Quotes don’t appear suddenly.  The paper introduces the source of a quote before using it.  The reader knows the credentials of the person or group that the researcher is quoting.  
	( After: The paper does not just quote someone and then leave the words hanging as if they were self-explanatory.  It explains what the quote means and how it helps prove the thesis statement.  
	

	Quantity of 

research
	( To give support to the writer’s opinion, approximately 1/4 of the paper is direct quotations or quoted data (statistics, polls, lab results etc.).  
	The paper CITES the minimum amount of sources for the writer’s grade.  Sources merely listed in the works cited section but never used will not count.  

Double the minimum amount is recommended.  
	Out of
10

	
	
	( 8th grade: no fewer than four sources are used in the paper  
	( 9th & 10th grade: no fewer than five sources are used in the paper  
	( 11th & 12th grade: no fewer than seven sources are used.  
	

	Crediting of research 
	( The paper gives the source for EVERY quote, research fact, poll result, etc.  the source appears in one of methods:
· It is given in the text just before the quote  
OR
· It is given in parentheses immediately after the quote.  
	(The crediting given for the resource in the text always matches the first word of that resource in the works section.  
	Long quotes
( Set as its own paragraph

( Indented about 1 inch

( No quotation marks 

( Six lines or less 

( The number of long quotes is less than the number of pages in the paper.  
	Short quotes
( Not set as its own paragraph

( Not indented

( Enclosed in quotation marks 

( If parentheses are used for crediting, the period follows the last one.  
	Out of
10

	Works Cited Section
	( Works Cited appears on its own page at the paper’s end.  
	( Citations are unnumbered and aligned left.  
	( All citations are indented hanging.
	( All citations are in alphabetical order, except the words the, a & an.
	( No paragraph break occurs within a citation.
	( No works are listed unless they have been cited in the paper.
	Out of
10

	
	( Authors’ names are written correctly (last - comma - first, and capitalized).  
	( Titles of articles are present, capitalized, and in “quotation marks,” not in Italics.  
	( Names of websites, books, magazines, and newspapers are present, capitalized, and in Italics.
	( Web address and date is given for Internet sources. 
( Publishing data is given for paper sources.
	( Date accessed or date published is given.
	( Each item in the citation ends with a period (except the city and the publisher of a paper source).  
	( All parts are in their proper order.
	Out of
10
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