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                  What is love all about?  Why do people make such a big deal about it?  Do we even know what love truly is? 

                   February is called the month of love.  We spend millions of dollars to prove our love each year.  The greeting card industry has built up a big business around the word ‘love’.  The movies, TV programs, papers, and advertisers show love to be of a sexual nature.  This confuses many people.  It leaves people thinking that if you don’t have sex, you don’t have love. 

                     The most commonly used phrases in today’s world are “ let’s make love” or “we made love all night long”.  Both phrases use the word ‘love’.  In reality, both are  talking about sex, not love.  This is sad.  It’s sickening to see just how shallow we have become in our thought processes.  If you stand in the gutter and look down, all you see is trash.  But if you look up and you look out, you can see God’s beauty.  In God’s beauty, there is love.

                      Have you ever taken the time to stop and look around?  If you have, you see what love is.  Love is in everything.  But first you have to look for it.  The only place you can truly start to look for love is within yourself.  If you don’t see the love in yourself, then how can you expect to see love in others?

                      One thing many of us don’t understand is that God created this world out of Love.  As I read Genesis 1, I can feel Gods love flowing through the words.  God’s love has been with us since the beginning of time.  I can visualize the events taking place.  It’s so beautiful.  How do I know that God created this world out of love? Look at your mother or father. Do you remember them taking extra time to prepare the food for a special meal?  They didn’t complain.  They just worked hard until they finished.  At that point, there is a happiness and a joy about them.  Your parents are tired from all of their work.  But they finished the job and they gave their all.  They did their best to make something special for someone. That’s love.  That’s what God did when He created the heavens, the earth, the animals, the birds, the fish, and most of all man. 

                       In Genesis 1:26, God said, “let us make man in our own image, after our likeness.”  To create somebody after your own image is true love.  We could not get closer except by having our own children.  Even then, everything has to be just right.  This still isn’t even close to God’s act of love.  Yet God chose to make man!

                        Love is in all of God’s creation.  Look at the flowers or trees.  Can’t you see the beauty?  There is beauty in the blooming of the flowers and in the sound of wind blowing through the trees.  The animals play in the fields and trees.  Have you ever seen animals at rest lying close together?  Have you heard the birds singing and chirping? This all speaks of God’s love. 

                         Man shows his love in many ways.  For example, have you ever been over come with an internal peace while looking at a calm piece of art?  Could you sense a longing to touch the artist’s vision?  Likewise, music has a way of speaking in the same way.  Music can bring a quiet peace into the soul.  Just a glimpse of what the composer envisioned.  The writer can weave a story that draws you in so close that you just can’t stop reading. You want that moment to last. You cling to every word, note, or stroke of the brush.  This is love.  You can feel the love of the artist, the author, or the composer.  It can draw you in.  This is God’s love.  

The life of Jesus Christ is the example of true love.  Look at His life beginning with His conception.  Luke 1:30 says “but the angel said to her, do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”  God is a God of Love.  For God to find favor in Mary meant that she possessed God’s love. The experts say that children pick up qualities from both parents.  Mary helped God supply the love that Jesus would show in His life, death and resurrection. You must remember that God did not need Mary to make His Son.  He proved that with Adam.  But God had made a promise to King David.  Mary helped fulfill that promise.  This was one of the greatest examples of a mother’s love.

Jesus demonstrates love through out His life.  Luke 2:41-49 shows that Jesus had a love for God the Father at a very early age.  Luke 2:49 says, “Why were you searching for me?” He asked. “Don’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  When next we meet Jesus, he has grown into a man at the beginning of His ministry.  He spends the next three years demonstrating the love in Him that comes from God the Father.  Jesus shows love in his compassion for others in Matthew 9:36, 14:14, 15:32, 20:34, Mark 1:41, and Luke 15:20).  The dictionary meaning for compassion is “sympathy with the distress or suffering of another.”  We see this in Jesus’ healing of the sick, the lame, and the blind.  The story that stands out most is where Jesus forgave the women caught in adultery (John 8:8-11).  “Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Women, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  No one, sir,” she said.  “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”  That is forgiveness.  How can you forgive if you do not have compassion?

Jesus showed his love through kindness.  When you read of Jesus arrest found in Luke 22:47-53, you see Him demonstrate kindness twice. In verse 48 when He asked, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”  He said this to help Judas do what he had to do.  Then again in verse 50: “And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.” But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And He touched the man’s ear and healed him.  Again we see compassion and forgiveness with the kindness of God through his son, Jesus.

Jesus showed God’s love through humility. Read Mark 14:53-65 and you will see Jesus’ humility.  After being falsely accused, Jesus stood and spoke not in His own defense.  In verse 61 it says, “But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.”  When you stop and look at who Jesus is, He could speak the words and every one of the men would have died.  But because of His humility and love, He allowed the greater glory of God to come to light.  Once again I see compassion, kindness, and forgiveness with humility.

He showed God’s love through gentleness. Read Mark 5:21-43, as you see Jesus in the crowd with people all around Him. He still takes the time in a gentle way to speak to the women that touched Him and was healed from that touch. If you read on you can see His gentleness in dealing with the little girl that had died. Verse 41 “He took her by the hand and said, “Talitha Koum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”) Once again you see compassion, kindness, humility with gentleness.

Jesus showed God’s love through patience.  If you read Mark 14:43-72, 15:1-20, you see patience displayed in many ways.  Jesus stood patiently before His accusers, mockers, and those that would beat Him.  Yet He lifted not a hand against them and He spoke not in His own defense. That not only shows compassion for those that sinned against Him, but also kindness, humility, gentleness, forgiveness and patience.

More than ever God showed his love through forgiveness.  To see true forgiveness, read Luke 23:26-43. In verse 34, Jesus said “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  Stop.  If you were falsely accused of a crime and were going to be put to death, would you forgive those that have done you wrong?  We might say yes now.  But we would never know until we were put in that situation.  When you read this account of Jesus death, you see compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and true forgiveness. 

This is true love.  This is the love that Paul talks about in Ephesians 5:22-33.  Wives love your husbands with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and forgiveness.  Husbands love your wives the way Christ loved the Church.  Love them  with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness.  Even unto death.
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