Are You Living A Lie?

By David L. Mulherin

                          Have you ever taken a real close look at your life? I mean not only your day-to-day living. But a soul searching look at your life? I have and I can tell you it can be scary at times. As a Christian I find myself searching my inner most thoughts and my daily life to make sure that I am not living a lie.

                           As a follower of Jesus Christ, I am called to live a righteous life. A life pure in thoughts, speech, and actions. I am to allow Jesus to shine in me and through me. But, the only way Jesus can shine in and through me is if I am truly walking with Him.

                             What is walking with Jesus? I guess it would be like having a permanent camera pointed at you and microphones in your face at all times, constantly seeing your every movement. Hearing your every word. 24 hours a day, every second of your life. Someone would see, hear and know all there is to know about you. This is Jesus. But with one thing added. He speaks to you if you will listen.

                              Jesus knows me better then I know myself. I know this because He was there when I was created. As humans we try to hide things from ourselves. However, you cannot hide them from Jesus. You can kid yourself and think that you have fooled Jesus. But you’re wrong. And one day He will show you just how wrong you have been.

                                I am not perfect and I do not claim to be. I am saved. That’s the difference. The only way I can truly share with you about living a life that is not a lie. Is to show you what life was like before Jesus opened my eyes to all of the lies in my life, He showed me just how lost I was.

                                This could be painful to share with you. But I can’t hold back the testimony that I have. If I do, then I hold back Christ and His greater glory.

                                 I did nothing that the average person doesn’t do on a daily basis. I was a good man. I worked hard to make a living and enjoyed spending money on things that I wanted. Don’t get me wrong. I didn’t spend everything myself. I made sure the ones I loved didn’t do without. I would give regularly to groups that took care of the poor and the sick. If you were in need and I could help, I did. If you needed someone to talk to, I would listen. Even if I didn’t know you I was your friend.

                                    I had a job where I had to lie on a daily basis just to make more money. I would tell you a lie to help you feel better. I would lie about where I was so I wouldn’t have to hear the dispatcher complaining because I was behind schedule. I would tell stories to pass the time. They didn’t hurt anyone. But they weren’t true either. The biggest lie I told was to myself. I told myself all the time that as long as I was a good person, trying to live right. I would go to heaven. Worst of all I believed that lie.

                                     If you are truly honest with yourself you will find that you have the same type of lies in your life. One of the most common lies is when someone asks you how you’re doing. You answer “fine or ok”. Deep down inside you’re hurting or sick. Suppose you do tell the truth. And the other person doesn’t want to hear about your problems. Why did they ask if they don’t want you to tell the truth?

                                       One of the most important lessons Jesus has taught me. Is that no matter how little the lie, it hurts someone. For example someone calls for you on the phone and you don’t want to talk to them. So you tell who ever is there with you to tell them you’re not in. Or you do the same for someone else. Did those lies really hurt anyone? Yes. First they hurt you. They hurt your spirit. Secondly they hurt Jesus. And if you claim to be a Christian, you hurt Jesus even more. Why? Because you are to recognize sin and turn from it. 

                                         As a Christian, can I sin and not know it? Yes. But if I am truly walking with the Lord, I will hear Him telling me that I have sinned. At that point I must repent and ask forgiveness. First from Jesus. Then from those that I have sinned against.

                                          When I read Jeremiah 9: 3-6, I see myself before I knew Jesus as my personal savior. Verse 3a says “They make ready their tongue like a bow, to shoot lies;” Verse 3c “They go from one sin to another;” Verse 5b “ They have taught their tongues to lie;” This is so true. Lying today is commonplace among people and its excepted of you.

                                             Read Acts chapter 5:1-11. This is a story of two people that not only lied, but they worked together in their lie. As you read you will see the swift action taken by the Lord. If He did this today, the gravediggers would not have time to rest.

                                                I know what your thinking. You think God lies too. Wrong. You say that there was this one time that you called out to Him to help you with this problem. Did God say He was going to help you or did you just assume that because you prayed God would help you?

                                                 Numbers 23:19 say, “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should change His mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?” 1Samuel 15:29 puts it this way: “He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man, that He should change His mind.” If you read Psalm 89:34-35 you will see the Lord reassuring His promise to King David. Verse 34: “I will not violate my covenant or alter what my lips have uttered (v35) Once for all, I have sworn by my holiness – and I will not lie to David – (v36) that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun;” That promise was fulfilled through the Lord Jesus Christ. So that just leaves lying to you and me.

                                                    The Bible teaches that if you don’t turn from your sin, God will turn from you. This is true for the saved and the unsaved alike. Romans 1:24-25 says “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. (V25) They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather then the Creator – who is forever praised. Amen.” Now I don’t know about you, but this world can be a pretty tough place. Life can be hard enough. But to think that my sin could cause the Lord God to turn from me given no hope for eternal life would cause me to stay on my knees and beg for forgiveness until I died. 

                                                        If you are saved through the Lord Jesus Christ, then Colossians 3:9-10 is for you. Verse 9 “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with it practices (v10) and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in Knowledge in the image of its Creator.”

                                                      If you are not saved, then John 3:16-18 is for you. These are the words of Jesus. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (v17) For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. (v18) Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”

                                                          Examine yourself. Look close. Have you been living a lie? Are you tired of that lie? Do you want to be free from all the lies in your life? Then turn yourself over to Jesus and ask Him to forgive you and set you free from your sin. Allow Jesus to freely work in your life and guide you down the path of righteousness.

                                                          Philippians 2:12c says “- Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” Let God work in your life. Do not try to work your life in God.

                                                           Prayer: Heavenly Father speaks to us and opens our eyes so we may see. Open our ears so we may hear. Forgive me Lord Jesus. I freely give my life to you. I ask for nothing in return. Lead me, guide me, and send me Lord. Amen.
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